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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW

CHRISTMAS IS COMING ——-

Dear friends,
The autumn term got off to a good start here at Homewood Road, with our ‘Season of Invitation’ family service at the end of September, our Harvest celebrations
and barn dance, along with the beginning of our Alpha
Course taster sessions and all the regular features of
life at the church.

In addition to our regular Christmas
services, Homewood Road has two
new events this year. Come and join
us for a short outdoor celebration Carols Around the Christmas Tree on Saturday 3 December.

We celebrate the new season in style, but now we prepare ourselves for another new beginning as we approach the season of Advent at the beginning of December. I have to confess that as a jolly non-conformist
with my early church experience always making more of
a fuss of Christmas, Advent always passed me by beyond the observance of a chocolate laden calendar!

And,, on Saturday 10
December, bring the
kids along for a fun craft
morning at the church–
with refreshments.

Yet, as my Christian life has progressed through the
years, I’ve come to appreciate the season of Advent
much more: a season of waiting and of identifying with
notions of longing and hope. My mind is drawn to the
full story of God’s working through the long history of
his people as they awaited further revelation of who
God was and hung on the promise of liberation.
In Jesus, we see the culmination of all that longing coming to us in a way we could identify with, and taking the
form of humble humanity. The one who is the eternal
Son of God became the Son of Man, so that we who
are very human can know the joy of becoming sons and
daughters of God. Something worth the wait!

See page 11 for full details of both
events

There are plenty of opportunities to watch, wait, and
celebrate with us over these next few months. I look
forward to seeing you!

HARVEST SERVICE AND TEA

Every blessing
Andrew

There is no difficulty that enough love
will not conquer
No disease that enough love will not
heal
No door that enough love will not
open.
It makes no difference how deeply
seated the trouble,
How hopeless the outlook,
How muddled the tangle,
How great the mistake.
A sufficient realisation of love will dissolve it all.

I would like to thank all who contributed in any way to
the service and tea for the housebound; all who made
sandwiches, scones and cakes, those who provided
transport, the amazing ladies in the kitchen and all who
served the tea and made the elderly people welcome.
We had the added difficulty of no heating, but managed
to solve the problem with a variety of heaters. A particular thank you to Bill Whittuck for his timely assistance
and advice..
Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and all took
home a “doggie bag” full of food and a bunch of flowers,
so thanks to those who made this possible. We were
able to give over £166 to Arthritis Care from the collection
Heather Olsen

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays 15th November, 13th December
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome

(Anon –courtesy of Heather Olsen)
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You are invited to attend a Free Church
Service in the Lady Chapel on the
dates shown below:

Wednesday 2nd. November
2016 at 11a.m.
Preacher: The Reverend Dr. Nick Brindley, Minister at Potters Bar United Reformed Church.
(Ed Nick is currently the Interim Moderator of the St Albans
URC Cluster)
The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch

HOMEWOOD ROAD URC BOOK CLUB
Reminder:

Special Activities:
Sunday 23rd. October 2016 at 6-30pm.
Taize Service.
A service held in candlelight in the Lady Chapel including, Instrumental music, a meditation, time for
reflection and prayer.

Thursday 3rd. November 2016 at 7-30pm.
What happens after we die? Doctrines and
disagreements in the Bible and the Church. This talk
will look at the development of the belief in the afterlife in scripture. We shall also consider the origin and
meaning of heaven, hell, and of physical versus spiritual resurrection – and why these remain topics of disagreement among Christians.(Fee £6)
Tutor: The Very Revd. Dr Jeffrey John., Dean of St
Albans
(Tickets 01727 890290 online
www.stalbanscathedral.org/learning)

Saturday 5th. November 2016.
Rutter’s Requiem for Remembrance.
Time: Rehearsal 2-30pm. and 6.30pm Performance
An opportunity to learn Rutter’s Requiem in the afternoon with the Master of Music at St Albans Cathedral,
Andrew Lucas, for a performance at the Cathedral in
the evening. Price £12 to participate. Tickets for the
performance £5 unreserved, wheelchair spaces £3 with
carer going free. More information can be found at:

Our next book club takes place on Monday 7th November at 7.15pm in the Upper Room. The idea of
the book club is simple: you take the time to enjoy
reading the chosen book for the upcoming meeting,
and then come along for a cuppa and some discussion on the book. The meeting is no more than an
hour long.
For the next meeting, our chosen
book is ‘How to Be
a Bad Christian’ by
Dave
Tomlinson.
The book is a brilliant reflection on
his journey of ministry in the Holloway area of London and the conclusions it has led
him to with regards
to how his faith
works in the 21st
century. There will
be things that will
make you go ‘ahha!’, ‘hmm’, ‘wow’,
and even ‘eh?!’
Well worth the
read.
The book is available from all good bookshops. Our
own Waterstones bookshop in St Albans often carries
a copy of this book, but they’d also be able to order it
for you. You can also get it (possibly a little cheaper)
online. Even if you can’t come along to the book club
meeting, this book is worth the read. If you hope to
come, please let Andrew know so that we have an
idea of numbers.

www.stalbanscathedral.org/learning/study-centre

All are Welcome
Free Church Service Contact: Reverend Peter Hudson.
Email:peter.hudson@uwclub.net
Phone: 01727 812076.
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THANK YOU

MY TEN COMMANDMENTS

Thank you to everyone who has donated and supported
this Cancer Research UK fundraiser, in honour of my
mum, Gillian Fraser.

Thou shalt not worry, for worry is the most unproductive of
all human activities.
Thou shalt not be fearful, for most of the things we fear
never come to pass.
Thou shalt not cross bridges before you get to them, for no
one yet has succeeded in accomplishing this.
Thou shalt face each problem as it comes;
You can handle only one at a time anyway.
Thou shalt not take problems to bed with you for they
make poor bedfellows.
Thou shalt not borrow other people's problems;
They can take better care of them than you can.
Thou shalt not try to relive yesterday, for good or ill it is
gone.
Concentrate on what is happening in your life today.
Thou shalt count thy blessings, never overlooking the
small ones, for a lot of small blessings add up to a big one.
Thou shalt be a good listener,for only when you listen do
you hear ideas different from your own.
It is very hard to learn something new when you are talking.
Thou shalt not become bogged down by frustration, for
90% of it is rooted in self pity and it will only interfere with
positive action.

As I’m sure a number of you are aware, my mum has endured a difficult time with this disease over the past 20 or
so months, battling through Chemotherapy, Radiotherapy
and countless amounts of drugs. It has been a very tough
time for her, so I wanted to do something to help raise
money to battle this illness as well as showing her how
much I care for her.
A half marathon was something I had never done, and as
I distinctly dislike running, I thought it would be perfect!!
So I embarked on training for the race, and although the
competitor in me soon took over, it quickly became apparent that I probably wouldn’t win the entire event, but I
thought I should probably aim for a time! I decided I would
be very happy with 1 hour 45 minutes but thought I would
be happy with anything below 2 hours.
Race day conditions were perfect, and although a lot of
the track was narrow and a bit uneven, it was generally
flat, which was nice. The most I had run prior to the day
was 14km, so doing 21km was a fairly unknown quantity
but I managed to get round with little discomfort, finishing
the race in 1:49:51. I was happy enough with that time
and although I would like to think I could have done it faster, my legs would certainly disagree!
All of your support has been amazing and genuinely
helped me through the last few miles of the race. Thank
you for continuing to be positive and support my mum, it
means so much to her, my dad and the whole Fraser family. Thank you again for everything.
Alex
Ed I understand that Alex’s efforts raised £2950 for Cancer Research UK – an amazing result

WINTER FAIR
As you will have seen from our poster on page 5, the
Winter Fair is upon us again. As usual we are asking for
donations for the various stalls and in particular, for the
Raffle.
On the three Sundays prior to the Fair on 26th November
we invite you to bring your donations to church as follows:
6th November: bric a brac and toiletries
13th November: bottles ( for the tombola or raffle) and
books
20th November: any outstanding donations
Cakes and other items for the cake stall (and anything
else that you’ve forgotten to bring already) can be
brought on Friday 25th between 2.30 and 5 pm or on the
Saturday morning from 10 am.
Thank you in advance for your support for this major fund
raising event in aid of Church Funds.
Mary and Diana

by Elodie Armstrong, (courtesy of Heather Olsen)

FEED
FEED is a food bank that began with members of the St
Albans Vineyard Church collecting essential items to give
away to wherever it was needed in the local community in an attempt to live out Jesus’ command to love our
neighbour. From handing out a few cans of food to a
handful of people each week, FEED has grown into one
of the largest food banks in Hertfordshire. FEED has a
wonderful team of dedicated volunteers who work hard to
make visitors feel at home. They aim to be more than just
a ‘free handout’; they strive to provide a safe environment
where people are treated with dignity and respect, and
are helped to get back on their feet. FEED helps 80 individuals & families every week. FEED doesn’t use food
vouchers but runs its own registration system. Anyone is
welcome to come along and register with FEED on a
Monday morning (10am-12pm) when the store is open just bring some ID. People are greeted with some brunch,
a cup of tea or coffee, and the opportunity to talk with
someone. If a new client has just missed FEED and can’t
wait until the following Monday, they can pick up a standard emergency bag from the church in office hours as a
one-off exception. CAP (Christians Against Poverty) offer
free debt management (every week) and free advice from
a family solicitor (every month). In addition to giving away
food & essential items, FEED partners with local agencies to help people out of their situation. They also assist
clients with computer skills, whether that’s helping them
to fill in online forms, pay utility bills or contact their children’s school.
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In November we support the Bible
Society. As part of United Bible Societies, the Bible Society is active in over
200 countries and regions. Through its
translation work, it makes the Bible
available in new spoken and signed
languages, as well as revising existing
Bibles to bring the language up-todate. To meet the individual needs
and demands of the millions wanting
the Scriptures, their production facilities not only print physical copies but
also produce visual, audio and digital
forms.
The Bible Society’s distribution network takes the Bible to places it might
otherwise be hard to come by, and the
society improves literacy by empowering people to read, using the Book as
a reference.
It also works to affirm the place of the
Bible in society, challenging illinformed thinking and demonstrating
that the Bible can be a force for positive change in today’s world.
A significant proportion of the Bible
Society’s international work focuses on three areas
which all have different needs and challenges and
where Christianity is growing fast: China, Africa and
the Middle East.
In December, we support the SW Herts branch of Samaritans. SW Herts branch is part of the national
Samaritans movement and serves five boroughs
(Watford, St Albans, Hertsmere, Three Rivers and Dacorum) with a combined population of around
500,000. It provides an extensive service for callers
and a broad range of outreach within the community.
By reaching out they are able to raise awareness, provide basic support, fundraise, and last but not least show their friendly faces to ( potential) callers.
They work intensively with the youngest ones. With
Assembly talks and interactive workshops, designed
for Primary and Secondary schools, they have been
able to talk to hundreds of pupils. Besides raising
awareness, they also promote emotional wellbeing and
explain that talking helps.
SW Herts Samaritans know that some of our local train
stations are the busiest in the county. The branch
works closely with local train station staff as part of the
joint project with Network Rail to help reduce suicides
on the railways. Their volunteers can be seen during
regular awareness raising campaigns at Watford Junction, St Albans, Borehamwood & Elstree and Berkhamsted stations. They also provide support when there is
an incident at the station.

The statistics say that prisoners are six times more
likely to take their lives than an average person in the
UK. Under the Listener scheme, listeners (themselves
prisoners ) are trained and supported by Samaritans,
using their guidelines, to listen in complete confidence
to their fellow prisoners in times of despair. As well as
recruiting and training Listeners, a team of Samaritan
volunteers visit the Mount in Bovingdon for support
meetings.
Our special Christmas collections are for Emmaus and
Open Door, both charities operating locally.
Emmaus St Albans is a homelessness charity
providing up to 33 formerly homeless people with a
safe home environment and the opportunity to work.
Emmaus collects donated furniture and other household items which are recycled, restored and resold.
This funds the community and helps people to move
on from homelessness. They provide skilled work and
training and a stable home environment, thereby giving
people a chance to regain their self-esteem.
There are no hand-outs at Emmaus St Albans. Their
companions work full time, refurbishing and reselling
donated furniture and various other recycling activities
to earn their place in a working community.
Emmaus St. Albans has four shops selling secondhand and refurbished household furniture, some electrical goods, toys and books, bric-a-brac, bicycles, collectables and antiques. (details on their website)

The Open Door Charity was set up in 1992 to help
people sleeping rough in St Albans, and to offer them
a meal and a bed for the night. It began as a group of
volunteers running a night shelter in a small flat in Victoria Street and the charity has gradually improved
and extended what it can do for rough sleepers and
homeless people. Today it works in partnership with its
professional partners, Hightown Housing Association,
who operate the Homelessness Service at Bricket
Road, with the charity focussing its efforts on fundraising to support and develop the services it offers.
Open Door is a local charity supported by its local
community and that community’s organisations.
Thanks to the generosity of supporters, it is able to
continue to offer better services aimed at helping people move on from homelessness, to get a job and to
have more settled lives.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In September, More@4 focused on ‘seaside stories’ in the Bible. We had a wonderful afternoon
with lots of seaside crafts that reminded us of our summer holidays and finished the session with
fish and chips and an ice-cream – well what would you expect after a day by the sea?!
In October, More@4 followed a seasonal 'Harvest' theme with a special focus on 'The Fruit of the
Spirit'. There were lots of ‘fruity’ activities and crafts and not to forget the special fruit kebabs
which reminded us of the gifts the Spirit gives us like ‘Love’, ‘Joy’, ‘Patience’ etc.
The November session (on 13th November) will be about ‘Peace’ and will have a Remembrance
theme. There will be no More@4 in December as we will be having our Christmas Festival service on the morning of 11th December instead.
Children’s Church
We have continued to enjoy stories, crafts and other activities in Children’s Church during September and October. In October we explored Harvest themes and Jesus’ teaching on discipleship and his encounters with some unlikely heroes along the way. We continue to meet every
week during the main service so do come along and join in with the fun.
Family Services
On 25th September we celebrated ‘Back to Church Sunday’ with a special Family Service entitled ‘Making all things New’. In October we hosted our Parade Service and welcomed our Uniformed Organisations and their families to worship with us.
On 11th December at 10.30am it will be the Christmas Festival Service and we would love as
many of our children and their families as possible to come along and take part.
Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet on Sunday evenings from 6.00 – 7.30pm for our older children
except on the second Sunday of the month which is More@4.
In addition to fun games, really interesting discussions and lots of snacks, they are currently
planning some important charity fundraising activities. Just to remind you that we are always
looking for extra helpers, so if you think you would like to get involved - please let me know.

Happy Birthday!
We wish many happy returns to:
Peta Millward on 9th November
Tamara Lall on 14th November

Helen Griffiths

Children and Families Christmas Events
Carols around the Tree
Saturday 3rd December at 5.30pm
Come and celebrate the start of the Christmas season as we turn on the
lights on our new outdoor Christmas tree.
Christmas Craft Morning
Saturday 10th December 10am – 12pm
A morning of festive fun and creative crafts in the Church (not the hall)
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Sunday 11th December – 10.30am – Christmas Festival Service
This is a great opportunity for the whole family to celebrate the Christmas story together with plenty of singing and fun infused in our worship. Worship will
be led by Andrew and the All Age Worship Team!
Saturday 24th December – 4pm – Family Crib Service
What better way to begin your Christmas celebrations than to come around the
crib and hear the story afresh. A service for children young and old!
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NOVEMBER (PRE-ADVENT) SERVICES
6th

HR 75th Anniversary Service – Andrew Clark

Mike Findlay ( mini –series)

13th

Remembrance - Andrew Clark

Martyn Macphee HC

20th

Andrew Clark

The Elders - Helen Griffiths

HC

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2016
Join us as we celebrate the Advent and Christmas Season at Homewood Road. Bring along your
friends and neighbours as we join as a community to celebrate the gift of Jesus to us.
Sunday 27th November – 10.30am St Andrew’s Day Service and First in Advent
Come along for a Scottish flavoured service and as we celebrate the lighting of our first advent candle. Worship led by Andrew Clark
Sunday 27th November – 6.00pm CTiM Advent Service – St Saviour’s
Sunday 4th December – 10.30am - Second Sunday in Advent
Take time to reflect upon the ‘long wait’ for the Saviour. Worship will be led by the Rev’d Ann Jack,
and includes Holy Communion.
Sunday 4th December – 6.30pm – Mike Findlay
Sunday 11th December – 10.30am – Christmas Festival Service

This is a great opportunity for the whole family to celebrate the Christmas story together with plenty
of singing and fun infused in our worship and we invite all our children and their families to come
along and take part. Worship will be led by Andrew and the All Age Worship Team! To continue the
celebrations there will be a 'Bring and Share' lunch in the hall after the service.
Sunday11th December - 6.30pm - Ed Bird
Sunday 18th December – 10.30am – Christmas Explored
On this Sunday before Christmas, we will take time to delve into the Christmas story and draw out
its significance beyond the Christmas card images. Worship will be led by Andrew Clark.
Sunday 18th December – 6.30pm – Carols with the Choir
The Homewood Road URC Choir lead us in their annual choir carol service. A variety of seasonal
musical items and singing of all your favourites.
Saturday 24th December – 4pm – Family Crib Service
What better way to begin your Christmas celebrations than to come around the crib and hear the
story afresh. A service for children young and old!
Saturday 24th December – 11.30pm – ‘Simply Christmas’
Come and gather in the darkness to celebrate the Light to all. Reflections led by Andrew Clark.
Sunday 25th December – 10.30am – Christmas Day Service

Bring along your pressies! Wear your new socks and jumpers! Come sing and celebrate!
Service led by Andrew Clark. No evening service
HC= Holy Communion
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Carols Around
the Tree
Saturday 3rd December at
5.30pm
Put on your scarf, hat and other woolies for some festive carols around our
new outdoor Christmas tree in the church grounds, followed by warming festive drinks and nibbles in the hall. There will be live music to accompany the
singing. Invite your neighbours and friends and kick of the Christmas season
at this new community event at Homewood Road!

Christmas Craft Morning

Saturday 10th December
10am – 12pm
Bring the children along and come and get stuck in to our Christmas Craft
morning! Plenty of gluing, sticking, making, creating, for some Christmas
creativeness
The event will be held in the church space, and will include milk and cookies
(and maybe even a cuppa for the grown-u ps)

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 20th November 2016 please
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