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Dear Friends,
A very big step was taken towards fulfilling our shared
vision of One Church in several locations when Trinity,
with an overwhelming majority, agreed to seek a partnership with Homewood Road, located on the latter site.
There is still much to be worked out, and big choices lie
before us all. However, I do not want to focus on the mechanics right now but the missional implications.
The physical manifestation of unity can speak powerfully
to a culture that is increasingly fractured and divisive. Jesus prayed for the unity of his followers (John 17:2023) “that they all may be one...so that the world may believe”. Our mission has so often been hampered by division. A sceptical world has often looked at our lack of unity and rightly wondered why they should listen when we
struggle to listen to our own sisters and brothers in Christ.
Unity in itself may not bring about growth, but it clears the
ground so that there is good soil in which the seeds of the
Gospel can be planted
.
I know all three churches in our Cluster have a heart for
sharing the Good News. Much of what we already do is
geared towards sharing our faith stories in ways that are
relevant and we hope helpful to our neighbours. Our
working more closely together, I believe, will release energy and resources to enable our mission to develop. The
Bible is quite clear that our call is to plant the seeds of
faith and trust God to give the growth.

I suspect the church will look very different as we move
forward. We already have Digital Worship, Messy Church,
Forest Church, Worship in the Woods, Cafe Church. Who
would have guessed even ten years ago that our worship
would become so diverse? The speed of change is ever
accelerating and I am convinced that by working together
and pooling our considerable resources we can rise to the
challenge, and see God doing amazing things

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FRIDAY 4TH MARCH

2022 is a special year for the World Day of Prayer in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI). These
‘home nations’ have prepared the World Day of Prayer service, which takes place on Friday 4 March.
The program is based on the letter that the prophet
Jeremiah wrote to the exiles in Babylonia. The exiles
were in a context of suffering, uncertainty, and opposing views on how to respond to the moment. In
the midst of all the uncertainties we are living under
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the WDP 2022
theme is a balm of confidence. It is an invitation to
place our trust in God in times of suffering.
World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical
organisation which enables women all over the world
to share the ideas and concerns of the writing country. The EWNI WDP National Committee includes 18
different Christian denominations.
Through the service ,worshippers will hear the stories
of women who feel excluded, listen to the fear of a
child refugee and learn to see the context of a multiethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-faith society in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
To find a service near you, visit :
www.wwdp.org.uk/services

God bless, John.

Strollers at
Rothamsted
January 2022
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB
You will be glad to hear that after two long years, we will be restarting the Book Club on Tuesday 22nd February at 7.30pm at
the back of the Church.
The book we have chosen is:

‘God's Smuggler’ (One man’s mission to change the world)
by Brother Andrew

‘For anyone wanting to read courage and faith in action’
‘This story of bible smuggling has inspired readers the world over’
‘You'll be amazed at the ways God guided one man in his mission’
‘With over ten million copies sold, God's Smuggler has thrilled and inspired readers for more than forty years. It tells the true story of how a
young Dutchman risked his life to bring faith and hope to believers behind the Iron Curtain.
For all those who would like to join us at the Book Club, you can
order a copy of the book online new or used – or order it through a
local bookshop.
Our meetings are always friendly and light hearted over a cup of tea or coffee - and the
sessions are usually no longer than an hour. We look forward to seeing you there!
Helen Griffiths & Elizabeth Martin

Marlborough Road Methodist Church
Thinking Lunches
Thursday 3rd February 2022
Mia Hasenson-Gross
Human Rights – A legacy of the Holocaust and the duty to act today
Thursday 3rd March 2022
Rachel Lampard
‘Walking with Micah – Justice Issues’
Thursday 7th April 2022
Fiona Souter
‘Social Media, Crochet and Choc Chip Cookies: the life and times of a University Chaplain’

12.30pm to 1.30pm on the First Thursday of each month. Please bring your own lunch and, for now, drinks. Half an
hour talk and then discussion. Donations will be gratefully received to cover expenses and any profits will be given
to the charity of the speaker’s choice,
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HOMEWOOD SINGERS

Come and make a
joyful noise!
Everyone
welcome!
2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month,
from 10.00 -11.30am
Next meeting : Saturday 12th February
We plan to have a mixed repertoire of unison and part song, both religious and
non-religious, with the emphasis on fun and the joy of singing as well as being together. So, why not come along and give it a try?
Anne, Helen & Ray
FREE CHURCH SERVICES

CHRISTMAS QUIZ
Results are as follows:

You are invited to attend a Free
Church Service in the Lady
Chapel on the following Wednesdays at
11.00am:

Gold Medallists:
Williams Family - 96%

2nd February 2022

Silver Medallists:
Val Young and John - the Cornish Connection 95%;
Hazel Spooner, Heather Olsen and Sue Boxer - 95%

The Revd Rosemary Fletcher Superintendent of the St. Albans and Welwyn Methodist
Circuit

Bronze Medallists:
Fearn Family - 90%; Vi Walker - Aberdeen - 90%;
and Margot Hamill - 90%

Maggie Dodd, Anna Chaplain, St Albans.

Runners-Up:
Martin Family 89%; Nick Brown 88%; Jim and Beth
Walker 87%; and Dorothy Armstrong - Aberdeen
85%

2nd March 2022
The Reverend Meryl Court
URC Minister

Many thanks to all those who bought the quiz and
answers - a total of £190 has been raised for our
Christmas charities.

Robert Thomson
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CHARITY COLLECTIONS

In March, we support Sightsavers.

In February, we support STEP, the St Albans and
Harpenden Christian Education Project, made up of a core
staff team and volunteers from numerous local churches .

Sightsavers works in more than 30 countries worldwide, focusing on Asia and Africa, to prevent avoidable blindness and fight for the rights of people with
disabilities.

Step aims to share, through words and actions, the Christian faith in a lively, relevant and consistent way. It provides opportunities for churches and local Christians to
connect with their local secondary school and make a positive difference to the lives of the young people and staff.
STEP has a connection with over 30 local churches, who
either provide financial/prayer support, volunteers and/or
we have a link with their youth work. It also closely partners with The 267 Project and The Gideons.
STEP has been on a long journey since it was formed
over 20 years ago. It has a vast amount of experience in
the field of Christian schools work and also believes part of
its vision is to equip others on a similar journey. We currently offer encouragement, resources and strategic support to :
Jump!
Oxford Schools Chaplaincy
Youth Across Hemel
Christian Initiative to Schools
As well as lessons and assemblies in schools, the charity
offers a wide range of other activities, including STEP
days.
The STEP team can offer a whole day with a year group
either in school ( called Christianity Days) or off site in one
of the local churches (which we call Retreat Days). Wherever they are based, the days involve several workshops
or lessons around a particular theme chosen by the
school. Examples of themes already delivered include Jesus, Justice, Forgiveness, Stress/Sabbath, Identity, Relationships, Worth and Moving On. Step works with the
school to arrange the logistics of the day.
We’re delighted to say that Geoff Sutton from STEP will be
leading our Parade Service on 20th March.
For more information, and to donate online, go to:
www.stepschoolswork.org.uk

It partners with local, regional, national and international organisations, governments and nongovernmental organisations. With their help, it distributes treatments to prevent disease, carries out
operations and eye examinations, and advocates for
the rights of people with disabilities.
The charity has more than 70 years of experience behind it, and is proud to be a leader in its field.
Protecting sight
Sightsavers prevent sight loss and avoidable blindness in some of the poorest parts of the world by
treating conditions such as cataracts and refractive
error.
Fighting disease
It helps to treat and prevent five debilitating diseases that affect more than a billion people. These are
known as neglected tropical diseases.
Disability rights
It promotes equal opportunities, and campaigns for
disability rights so everyone has the chance to receive an education and earn a living.
Every donation is vital in achieving Sightsavers’ goal
of eliminating avoidable blindness and promoting
equality for people with disabilities. Donations have
enabled it, over the lifespan of the charity, to distribute 529 million treatments to protect against river
blindness, provide 7.9 million sight-restoring cataract
operations, and support more than 264,000 people
with disabilities to live independently.
Sightsavers does its best to spend wisely, and that
means finding the best solutions, which aren’t always the cheapest. It ensures it has good financial
management, makes sure the changes it secures
are long term, and doesn’t cut corners.
For more information, and to donate online go to:
www.sightsavers.org
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CHURCH FLOWERS
It is traditional that the flower arrangements in the church
are distributed after the Sunday Service/s, either at the
end of the service, or next day by a designated distributor. They are given for celebrations, thanks, get well
wishes, condolences etc. There is a book in the drawer/
cupboard in the foyer in which names of suggested recipients can be written. We would like to encourage more
people to use this book to nominate people to receive
flowers. These do not only have to be church members/
friends but, in accordance with our mission statement,
other personal friends can be included. If you would like
the flowers to go to someone you know, please put the
name & address of the recipient in the book, the reason
for giving them, and your name as nominator. The message tag attached to the flowers will identify our church
as the source..

HOMEWOOD & TRINITY STROLLERS
The intrepid Strollers have kept up their activities over the winter. Here they are in December, at Verulamium Park - where they were fortunate enough to spot a Kingfisher!
Their next walk is on Tuesday 22nd February
Park and meet: In the East Lane Car Park, Wheathampstead (behind Bull PH). The walk will begin from here
Time: 10.00 am – booted and suited and ready to walk.
Distance: approx. 4.5 miles
Lunch: 12.15pm at The Swan, Wheathampstead. Led
by: Jenny and Robert .Please sign list at back of church.

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT –
21 FEBRUARY – 6 MARCH
2022.
Choose the world you want!
Choose Fairtrade.
Fairtrade Fortnight 2022 marks the
start of a new climate campaign asking the British
public to get behind Fairtrade so that farmers overseas can benefit from fairer prices, fairer trading
practices and the resources needed for tackling the
climate emergency in climate vulnerable countries
such as Kenya, Ethiopia and Honduras.
As global trade changes in ways we could not have
imagined two years ago, poverty will continue to be
a key contributor to further environmental degradation and the inability for farmers to adapt to environmental shocks. The farmers behind some of our
favourite foods need empowerment, fair value, fair
prices, and fairer trading practices to resource the
investment needed for mitigation, adaptation, diversification and resilience in the face of the climate
crisis.
As valued members of the Fairtrade movement,
thousands of Fairtrade towns, villages, schools and
churches have already committed to using
Fairtrade products, including tea, coffee, sugar and
biscuits, and to supporting Fairtrade as a key solution for making trade fairer for those in lower income countries. At Homewood Road we are committed to using Fairtrade products as much we can.
What can you do in support?
Buy Fairtrade products to support the right for
farmers to be paid fairly for their work, meaning
they have the chance to fight the challenges of the
climate crisis right now.
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‘A day with John Bell’
Saturday, 7th May 2022
at

Wigmore Church, Luton LU2 9TE
You are invited to attend ‘A day with John Bell’ which has been organised by the Heartland
local area group and will be held on Saturday 7th May at Wigmore Church in Luton.

John Bell, of the Iona Community, is a popular speaker wherever he goes and most of us know
at least two songs from the Wild Goose Resource Group, penned by John Bell and his lifelong
friend Graham Maule.
During the morning session John Bell will explore with us how we can use our imagination as a
resource for faith, this will be an interactive seminar involving input, discussion and questions.
The afternoon session is a music workshop exploring how we can sing the Gospel in the 21st
Century and will involve much singing.
Tickets are £10 for the morning and £10 for the afternoon sessions but a single ticket covering
both sessions costs £15.
If you are coming for the day please bring a packed lunch with you, drinks will be available at
lunchtime and during the morning and afternoon break.
Tickets are initially only available through churches so please sign up at the back of the church
or contact Helen Griffiths (hfgriffiths57@gmail.com) who is Homewood Road’s representative.
Only 100 people can be accommodated in each session, so places are limited, and you are advised to book early to ensure your place.
We look forward to gathering together, especially after the last two years, and being inspired for
our future journey as churches.
Helen Griffiths

HOMEWOOD ROAD WEDNESDAY DAY CENTRE
For many years, Homewood Road has been pleased to host a day centre on a Wednesday for
people who would like to meet together socially over a meal at lunchtime, play board games and
chat. The past two years have taken their toll and the number of attendees is currently much depleted. Hazel and David Spooner currently run the Day Centre, with meals being provided by a
local school and transport by HCC, if needed.
The weekly gathering is particularly appreciated by those who are not able to get around independently and welcome the opportunity to get together with others. If you, or someone you
know, would like to find out more, please contact Hazel Spooner on 01727 869970 or email:
hazeldavies@marshalswick.eclipse.co.uk
Attendees do not have to be directly associated with the church; the Centre is open to all who
will benefit from it.
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YOUTH & FAMILIES NEWS
Children’s Church will continue on Sunday mornings in the back hall led by
Anne, Pauline, Norma or Helen.
This term we will be focusing on the Fruit of the Spirit – Love, Peace, Faithfulness, Joy, Goodness, Gentleness, Patience, Self-control and Kindness.
There will also be children’s activities provided at the back of the church each
Sunday morning.

Paul’s letter to the Galatians (5:22-23)
‘But the Spirit produces love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol.’

During the Easter holidays, we are planning an Easter Fun Morning with craft
activities and music for children up to the age of 11 and their families on Thursday 7th April (10.30 – 12.00)
We are very grateful to John & Jill Hardaker for leading Forest Church on the 4th
Sundays of the month at 4pm (meeting in the church car park and held in the
Wick) Restarting on 27th February, 27th March and 24th April.
Youth Group will start again on 6th February and then continue on every 1st & 3rd
Sundays at 6 -7pm in the main hall. Again, many thanks to Jackie Wilson for
leading Youth group and to those who have volunteered to help out.
Helen Griffiths
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PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND ADORATION
Thank you Lord God for the opportunity of worship,
for the freedom to be amongst your family
meeting together in your house,
and in the warmth of your embrace
Thank you that in worship we can put aside,
the uncertainties of this world and rest
upon the certainties of the Kingdom,
for your promises are not changeable
as those of a politician might be,
but immovable and eternal
Thank you that we can bring to your feet
all the hurts and fears that trouble us,
and leave them there,
knowing that your strength and assurance
are all that we require
Thank you that as we draw near in worship,
we are transported
from a world of concerns and fears,
to a place where we can be at peace in your presence,
find healing, wholeness and refreshment.
Thank you Lord God for the opportunity of worship

How can we praise you
In life’s ordinary moments,
bus, car or train,
pedestrian moments,
at home and employment,
with all those distractions.
How can we praise you?
How can we praise you
when time is so precious,
appointments and targets
distracting our focus,
muddying waters,
made clean for your purpose.
How can we praise you?
How can we praise you?
Through all of our actions,
a smile and a greeting,
a shoulder to lean on,
a word in due season,
love and compassion,
in all situations

Copyright © John Birch, 2016 www.faithandworship.com
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SERVICES AT HOMEWOOD ROAD FEBRUARY AND MARCH

Mornings at 11.00am (unless otherwise stated)
FEBRUARY
6th

John Hardaker

HC

13th

Bob Little

20th

John Hardaker

27th

Worship Group & Margaret Samuel
Welsh Service

MARCH
6th

John Hardaker

13th

Stephen Poxon

20th

Geoff Sutton/STEP

HC

Parade Service
27th

Worship Group
Mothering Sunday

Evenings
February 20th 6.30pm John Hardaker HC
March 6th 7.00pm Marshalswick Baptist Free Church

Lent Series

March 13th

“”

“””

“”

March 20th

“”

“””

“”

March 27th

“”

“””

“”

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 13th March please.
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UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
HOMEWOOD ROAD ST ALBANS AL1 4BH
(junction of Homewood Rd and Sandpit Lane)
Minister

Rev John Hardaker

01727 421697

22 Charmouth Road
St Albans
AL1 4SN
E-mail :hardaker.ja@gmail.com

Church Secretary

Lesley King

01727 844832

E-mail: lesley.king7@btopenworld.com
Honorary Treasurer

Richard Lovett

01438 517412

E-mail: richardalovett48@gmail.com
Administrator

Charlotte Thurlby

07709 924347

E-mail: homewoodurchalls@btconnect.com

MAGAZINE – “Homewood Herald”
Editor

Lesley King
(as above)

Printing

Charlotte Thurlby, Anne Goldsmith, Louise Smellie

Postal Distribution

Nigel Whittle

01727 766818

Website - www.homewoodurc.org
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