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Dear Friends,
“An idle tale” is how Luke describes the Apostles reaction
to the news brought by the women of Jesus’ resurrection
(Luke 24:11). The old adage that if something seems too
good to be true it probably is, comes to mind - just another idle tale. Yet the scandal of the Gospel is that such
truth, born in the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth is, perhaps
uniquely, a true tale which is too good for our flawed human comprehension.
The constant human struggle to overcome life’s violent
threats only to face the inevitability of death must make
the story of an empty tomb and a risen Jesus torturous
wishful thinking at best. We all endure this same war of
attrition as our bodies and minds fade, loved ones die too
soon and humankind continues to display extremes of
needless cruelty. Where is there room in such a broken
agonised world for such tales of victory over our final enemy death?
Yet it is a story that continues to make the heart soar. It
is a truth that resonates in the deep places God has
planted in us. If only we would be still and wait for the
Easter morn to break the dark night. The new life in the
garden of resurrection continues to spread hope across
the globe. Billions of people will celebrate this moment of
human history in joyful songs and humble thanksgiving.
Our own experience probably does include those times
of doubt when we too fear the foundational story of the
faith we hold seems fanciful, an idle tale. When such moments occur give thanks that you stand with the Apostles
on that first Easter Sunday. Doubt and faith are never far
from each other, like two sides of the same coin. We
should never feel that the sceptical moments or seasons
we endure, in any way disqualify us from a full inclusion
in the glorious hope of resurrection.
The risen Jesus comes to us as he did to those first
doubting uncertain disciples and speaks peace over us
(Luke 24:36). Love like this is not bound or limited by our
capacity to be free from doubt but calls us even when we
cannot comprehend or are not even sure we believe. A
gain of faith, like a mustard seed, is all we need.
Happy Easter, God bless, John.

LIVESTREAMING OF SERVICES
FROM EASTER SUNDAY 17TH APRIL, WE HOPE
TO LIVESTREAM MOST OF OUR 11.00AM SERVICES.
TO VIEW ON YOU TUBE,SEARCH:
HOMEWOOD ROAD URC
YOU CAN VIEW LIVE OR AT A TIME CONVENIENT TO YOU.

COFFEE CLUB
Coffee Club would like to thank everyone who donated, supported and helped at the Charity Bridge
Afternoon on Friday March 18th. £694 was raised
for Keech Hospice Care which was an amazing
amount considering numbers had to be limited.
A very successful afternoon - having fewer table
was actually better and easier to manage - therefore
we have decided to run a 2nd event in the Autumn details TBC nearer the time.
As a group we continue to meet for friendship and
fellowship every 4 - 6 weeks. These are now afternoon meetings at 3pm and are held in the Back
Hall, Upper room or members gardens - weather
permitting!

If you would like further details - please contact me
Many thanks
Pauline (Blacket)
paulineblacket@outlook.com

01727 857972

FREE CHURCH SERVICES
You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the following Wednesdays at 11.00am:
6th April 2022
The Reverend Andrew Clark

WORDS OF WISDOM ABOUT LOVE
“Love is a lot like a backache: it doesn't show up on
X-rays, but you know it's there”. George Burns

Senior Minister, Hertford Baptist Church,

“Love is not affectionate feeling, but a steady wish
for the loved person's ultimate good as far as it can
be obtained.” C. S. Lewis

4th May 2022

“All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and
then doesn't hurt”. Charles M. Schulz

The Reverend Stephen Copson
Regional Minister Central Baptist Association.
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CONDEMNATION OF THE RUSSIAN ATTACK ON UKRAINE
The Communion of Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE) has condemned the Russian Federation’s attack on Ukraine as a “breach of international law and a violation of human rights”, as well as expressing
its support for all suffering because of the conflict.
The statement, issued on March 18, comes from the communion of 94 Lutheran, Methodist, Reformed and United
churches from more than thirty countries in Europe and South America, including member churches in Ukraine
and Russia, representing about 50 million people, for whom United Reformed Church General Secretary, the
Revd Dr John P Bradbury, serves as co-President.
The CPEC statement said: “We stand together with all people suffering unbearable hardship in Ukraine. We do
so in a threefold way: we pray, we speak out, and we help.
“Together, we pray, lament and lift up the people of Ukraine to the God of peace and justice. In prayer, we are
able to articulate the horror and dread we feel as our continent is again torn apart by war.
“We speak out in condemnation of the breach of international law by Russia’s president Putin as we stand in solidarity with all sisters and brothers who work for peace and reconciliation.
“We help by giving according to our means to support all who suffer in terms of finance, goods, logistics and assistance to integrate in their new communities. We offer hospitality to those fleeing the atrocities of the war, as
church communities and individuals.”
“As churches, we are called to speak out against injustice and suffering and to speak on behalf of those who cannot speak (Proverbs 31:8). In the light of our responsibility before God, our fellow humans and creation, CPCE
condemns the Russian Federation’s unilateral attack on the sovereign state of Ukraine as a breach of international law and a violation of human rights.”
Source: URC website

Marlborough Road Methodist Church
Thinking Lunches
Thursday 7th April 2022
Fiona Souter (University of Hertfordshire)
‘Social Media, Crochet and Choc Chip Cookies: the life and times of a University Chaplain’

Thursday 5th May 2022
Justin Thacker (Christian Aid)
‘How the West steals from Africa’

12.30pm to 1.30pm on the First Thursday of each month. Please bring your own lunch and, for now, drinks.
Half an hour talk and then discussion. Donations will be gratefully received to cover expenses and any profits will
be given to the charity of the speaker’s choice,

.
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
15-21 MAY 2022
This Christian Aid Week, we stand with the women who are
standing strong against the threat of drought.

In rural Zimbabwe, vulnerable communities face the threat of more intense
droughts, floods, and storms. Here, 7 out of 10 women rely on farming to provide
for their families, but with no rain, women can't grow enough food.
It’s unjust that drought robs women of the power to provide food for their families.
But together, we can restore justice to our world this Christian Aid Week and beyond. We won’t stop until everyone can live a full life, free from hunger.
Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every one of us can change lives.
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

Christian Aid Market
at St Mary’s, Marshalswick
Saturday 21st May 10.00 – 13.30
Book Stall
We at Homewood Road are again in charge of the second hand book
stall.
After all the books you have read over the last 2 years during periods of lockdown, you must have some books hanging around at
home that you would like to pass on!
There will be a clearly marked collection box in the Church Foyer
for the next few weeks – so please bring your books to
Church and help to support Christian Aid.

Helen Griffiths
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CHARITY COLLECTIONS
In April we support St Albans Mencap, a charity with
which we have long established and close connections.
Mencap is the UK's leading learning disability charity,
working with people with a learning disability and their
families and carers. St Albans Mencap was formed over
seventy years ago in 1951 and has over 200 members in
the St Albans area. It has developed an organisational
structure which ensures people’s views are effectively
heard and the needs of people with a learning disability
and their families and carers are properly supported.
The charity aims to increase public awareness and understanding of the problems that children and adults with a
learning disability face and at the same time to help and
advise their parents and carers. The Society believes that
everyone is unique and deserves the chance to reach out
and create their own future.
St Albans Mencap wants to enable people to look at their
options, make choices and support them in their chosen
lifestyle. Consequently it tries to offer opportunities for
everyone and is constantly looking to increase and improve its service provision. It is a prominent local campaigner for fairer and better services for people with learning disabilities. It organises events throughout the year to
allow people with a learning disability to socialise in a positive, supportive environment and to let parents meet others who have shared similar experiences.
Most of its services are now operating again post the
Covid lockdowns. For more information, visit :
www.stalbansmencap.org.uk
Donations by cash or cheque, please.

in countries that are among the worst affected by
climate change.
They enable people to share knowledge - pooling
knowledge and sharing expertise so that communities can learn from each other. Right now, people
young and old around the world are championing the
right to water, demanding better investment in sustainable water solutions from their governments, and
calling the world’s attention to the impact that climate
change is having on their access to clean water.
They use technology. Technology is the best defence against the uncertainty that climate change
brings. Through industry partnerships, both national
and international, they empower communities with
water technologies that can be easily adapted to
their context.
These technologies include:
building ATMs that dispense water much like a cash
ATM would
building raised taps and toilets that can withstand
floods
drilling boreholes to get to water deep underground
installing robust pipe networks
creating reservoir tanks in hilly areas that feed water
to communities downhill

using energy from solar panels to pump water from
underground
Water Aid can't stop climate change, but by working
with people, empowering communities to share
knowledge, and using effective water technologies,
they are making sure people can weather the uncertainty of our changing climate.
Water Aid, with our support, can help people live
through climate change – today, tomorrow, and long
into the future.
For more information, and to donate online, go to:
www.wateraid.org/uk

In May, we support Water Aid
90% of all natural disasters around the world are water-related.
The climate crisis is a water crisis. But by working with
communities, WaterAid can make sure that clean water
keeps pumping, whatever the weather.

WORDS OF WISDOM ABOUT LIFE
“Life is a daring adventure or it is nothing at all”
Helen Keller

“Be not afraid of life. Believe that life is worth living,
and your belief will help create the fact” Henry
James

They are making sure people have water they can rely on,
even in an unreliable climate.

“ Life is a succession of lessons, which must be
lived to be understood” Ralph Waldo Emerson

They work with people - with the communities left furthest
behind - to build water supplies that keep pumping, come
rain or shine. They’ve been doing that for 40 years, working with industry partners and side-by-side with people

“Challenges are what make life interesting and
overcoming them is what makes life meaningful”
Joshua J Marine
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SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES
You may recall that during last year a questionnaire was sent out to the general congregation, in order to discover
how we were all coping with the perils of Covid 19, and to illicit a response as to how we might attempt to return to
‘normal' at some point! Amongst these responses, it was noted that several folk would like to see a return of the
Sunday Evening Service. So that's what we're going to do!
One of the issues with evening services was always the concern about coming out on dark, cold winter nights.
That being the case, we're going to re-launch Sunday Evening Services on a weekly basis between the end of
April, and the end of October. These services will include a Holy Communion Service every third Sunday evening,
then monthly Holy Communion Services only in the period from November to March.
It is envisaged that the new services won't simply be a ‘clone' of the morning service, and will be somewhat more
experimental and varied in style. For instance, our first service will be led by ‘Homewood Singers' on 24th April,
and take the form of a Gospei Evening, full of gospel music, and well known Spirituals, interspersed with hymns
and prayers.
You'll be pleased to know that our friends from Trinity, and Greenwood have been involved in the planning, and
will be taking an active part. So come along and support what we feel to be a God given opportunity to enjoy worship together in a new and exciting way!
One final thing. Our last date of the weekly services will be 30th October, the day the clocks go back, and to make
up for the loss of an hour, we thought we might celebrate it by hiring a bus to take ourselves to an afternoon concert at the Royal Albert Hall! The concert begins at 3pm, so we should still be awake, even by the end! What is
this concert I hear you ask – well, the Royal Philharmonic will be performing a little Wagner, a little Rachmaninov,
and Holst's Planet Suite will beautifully round off the afternoon.
I know it seems a long way off, but please let me know if you would like to go, because arrangements will have to
be made.
Pray for our new re-ignition of Sunday Evening Services, that they will be blessed by God, and a blessing to us all!

Ray

Midweek Strollers’
Holy Week Walk
Please join us for a circular walk on Monday
11 April. Meet at 9.30 am prompt at St
Michael’s Public Car Park. Note – Parking:
£1.70 (3 hrs) £3.80 (up to 24 hrs)
Distance 5.5 miles across park and farmland
via the southern entrance to Gorhambury estate to Old Gorhambury House
then on to St Michael’s (Parts of the route are muddy – walking boots/shoes
are needed) Led by David & Elizabeth Martin
Lunch at The Six Bells, St Michael’s Village at 12.30 pm – if you are having,
lunch, please pre select from the menu on the table at the back of the
church.
Please let David & Elizabeth (Tel 860165 or Mobile 07954 348984) know by midday on Sun 10 April if you are going to join the walk .
A shorter (non-guided) linear walk via Gorhambury estate main (north) entrance or within Verulamium Park would be possible for those wishing a shorter distance. All, including non walkers,
welcome to the lunch.
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Homewood Singers

GOSPEL EVENING
Sunday, 24th April 6.30pm
Please join us for an evening service of gospel
music and well known spirituals interspersed
with hymns and prayers performed and led by
the Homewood Singers.
Come along with your singing voice and be prepared for some audience participation!

The Youth Group will be providing refreshments
and a cake sale from 6pm

Proceeds to Cancer Research UK
Our Gospel Evening signals the restarting of our
Evening Services at Homewood Road which are scheduled to take place throughout the Spring and Summer
months (see previous page).
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YOUTH & FAMILIES NEWS
Children’s Church will not be taking place in the back
hall for the next few months but extra activities will be
provided in the Children’s Corner at the back of the
Church on Sunday mornings.
During the Easter holidays, there will be an Easter
Fun Morning with craft activities and music for children up to the age of 11 and their families on Thursday 7th April (10.30 – 12.00).

(Colour this stained glass cross)

We are very grateful to John & Jill for leading Forest Church on the 4th Sundays of the
month at 4pm (meeting in the church car park and held in the Wick) The next Forest Church
will be on 24th April.
Youth Group continue to meet on every 1st & 3rd Sunday at 6 -7pm in the main hall. They
have been busy discussing fundraising ideas to support their chosen charity ‘Cancer Research’. Some of the planned activities are a cake sale, a raffle and a car wash in the Church
car park. They are also planning to go 10 pin bowling on 3rd April.
Many thanks to Jackie for leading Youth Group and to all those who have volunteered to help
out.
Helen Griffiths
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PRAYERS FOR EASTER
Would we be counted
among the doubters
hiding in the shadow
cast by that cruel cross?
Or, when challenged,
like Peter
openly deny you?
There are times, Lord
when doubts assail
and the distance between us
seems to increase.
There are times, Lord
when sin has its hold,
like a barrier between us
that will not move.
Who is there we can turn to
when we feel so overwhelmed?
Who can roll away the stone
and reveal the empty tomb?
No-one but you, Jesus,
no-one but you!
When our faith
stands at the grave,
grieving
for a stone that's rolled away,
forgive us.
When our faith
is short of
understanding
though the truth is there to see,
forgive us.
When our faith,
beset by doubt, sees
no further
than an empty tomb today,
forgive us.
Bring to mind
the cry of Mary,
‘I have seen the Lord!'
and grant us faith to believe!

Copyright © John Birch, 2016 www.faithandworship.com
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SERVICES AT HOMEWOOD ROAD APRIL AND MAY

Sundays at 11.00am (unless otherwise stated)
APRIL
3rd

Rev John Hardaker HC

10th

Mike Findley

17th

Easter Day Rev John Hardaker HC

24th

Rev John Steele
(Including baptisms)

MAY
1st

Rev John Hardaker HC

8th

Bob Little

15th

Val Chapman ( local Christian Aid organizer)

22nd

Rev John Steele

29th

Stephen Poxon
Cluster Service at HR (10.30 start)

OTHER
APRIL
3rd

7.00 pm CTiM Lent service at MFBC

7th

10.30am -12.00 Easter Fun (see page 8)

10th

6.30pm

Martyn Macphee HC

14th

7.00pm

Maundy Thursday - cluster service at Trinity Rev John Hardaker

15th

2.00pm Good Friday Rev John Hardaker

16th

2.00pm - 5.00pm Easter Saturday Vigil - Ray Fraser

From Sunday 24th April until end October, there will be an evening service every week at 6.30pm, led by
members of each of the three cluster churches. Holy Communion will be offered once a month, on the 3rd
Sunday of the month. Further details will be available later The series starts on April 24th with a Gospel
Evening ( see page 7)

HC = Holy Communion
Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 29th May please.
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UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
HOMEWOOD ROAD ST ALBANS AL1 4BH
(junction of Homewood Rd and Sandpit Lane)
Minister

Rev John Hardaker

01727 421697

22 Charmouth Road
St Albans
AL1 4SN
E-mail :hardaker.ja@gmail.com

Church Secretary

Lesley King

01727 844832

E-mail: lesley.king7@btopenworld.com
Honorary Treasurer

Richard Lovett

01438 517412

E-mail: richardalovett48@gmail.com
Administrator

Charlotte Thurlby

07709 924347

E-mail: homewoodurchalls@btconnect.com

MAGAZINE – “Homewood Herald”
Editor

Lesley King
(as above)

Printing

Charlotte Thurlby, Anne Goldsmith, Louise Smellie

Postal Distribution

Nigel Whittle

01727 766818

Website - www.homewoodurc.org
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