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Dear Friends
As we move toward Holy Week the tension and expectation rises as we reflect on the unfolding story. Jesus himself must have wondered if this was his time. It seems he
was anticipating events to reach their climax as he spoke
more openly to his disciples about what lay ahead. They
of course had no idea and I take this as a sign of God’s
grace. If any of us knew what the future held we would
be too fearful to live today.
This truth is evident in our current experience. As we
move toward the anniversary of the first lockdown on
March 23rd thank God that we were spared knowledge of
the fear and grief this year would bring. Like the twelve
disciples we had no idea. The fakery of fortune tellers
and astrological projections is borne out by this reality
that only God can know the future for only God could
endure such a terrible burden and still love and live.
If ever there was a time for us to take to heart Jesus
words this is that time:
“So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of
its own.” (Matthew 6:34)
I am not a natural pessimist but I know life will always be
a mix of good and bad, happy and sad. The hard part is
that the distribution of these ingredients is never evenly
spread. I constantly count my blessings that God asks
me to focus on today and trust Him for the rest.
The vigil planned for March 23 rd is a significant marker
and we all hope that we will be moving out of the pandemic and into a more normalised existence but who
knows? What we can be sure of is that God is with us
and encourages us to live today as well as we can. The
future is too much right now for me to try and see clearly
but I can see today and my hope and prayer is that God
the Holy Spirit will help and guide me through this part of
the journey. Step by step we travel with Jesus and live in
the moment God has given.
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May God bless you on your journey, John.
Wednesday 7 April - Rev Simon Carver
EASTER AT HOMEWOOD ROAD
We are still limited on how we gather together so the
arrangements for Easter are a mixture of online and
live.
Passover Supper Thursday 1 April 4.30pm for
5.00pm via Zoom—see page 5. That will be followed
immediately by a short act of worship led by John
Hardaker
Good Friday
2nd April Service at 2.00pm via
Zoom– led by John Hardaker
Easter Saturday 3rd April 2.00pm—5.00pm led by
Ray Fraser—live at Homewood Road. Music, readings and prayer stations. Covid protocols apply.

Easter
Sunday—live
at
Homewood
Road,
10.30am—with Holy Communion. Covid protocols
apply

Wednesday 5 May - Rev Stephen Copson
At 11.00am

GOOD NEWS
Ed: in previous editions of the Homewood Herald I
have occasionally provided snippets of positive news.
I recently attended an on line talk given by former TV
news presenter Martyn Lewis who is a leading proponent of what is now known as “constructive journalism" - centred around reporting solution-focused
news, instead of revolving only around negative and
conflict-based stories.
Elements of that philosophy have been adopted by the
major broadcasters in the UK, and there is now a UK
based website www.positivenews , also available in
magazine form.
If you want to be reminded that good can come out of
bad and light out of darkness in these difficult times,
you might care to have a browse. Some of the stories
make the main stream media, but there are plenty
which don’t.
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 6 –13 MAY 2021
Although things will not quite be back to normal again this year for
Christian Aid week, there are still ways we can support the very valuable work which Christian Aid is doing.
The most obvious and easiest way to help is to donate
www.christianaid.org.

- go to

However, if you want some fun and/or exercise as well while helping
them you can sign up on their website to take part in the Quiztian Aid Quiz on Saturday 8 May at 7.00pm. And
there’s the option to run your own quiz as well.
If exercise is more your thing, you can sign up to walk 3000,000 steps in May for Christian Aid. Just go on to the
website, enrol yourself– and you’re off!
This year’s campaign is focused on the climate crisis and what can be done to stop it. As we know, the most severe impacts of climate change are felt in many of the countries least well resourced to deal with it.

Rose's story
Rose is caught in a cycle of climate chaos. From severe drought to flooding, extreme weather robs her of what she
needs to survive: a reliable source of water. . To read her story, and those of others badly affected by the climate
crisis , see www.christianaid.org.

STATEMENT FROMCHURCH LEADERS ON THE UK GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
ON WARHEAD NUMBERS
Church leaders across seven denominations, including the Revd Clare Downing, Moderator of the United
Reformed Church General Assembly, have made the following statement following the publication of the
government’s integrated review of foreign and defence policies:
“The government’s decision in the integrated review of defence, security and foreign policy to increase the number of Trident nuclear warheads the UK can stockpile by more than 40 percent is a retrograde step that will not
make any of us safer.
“Our Trident submarines already carry warheads that in total have an explosive yield equivalent to hundreds of
the bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima. It is immoral that the UK government is committing resources, which
could be spent on the common good of our society, to stockpiling even more.
“Over the last 50 years, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty has restricted the increase in the number of nuclear
weapons worldwide as well as the number of new nuclear-armed states. This announcement puts those gains in
jeopardy and weakens collective action on non-proliferation. Progress on reducing the threat from nuclear weapons will come through dialogue, diplomacy and principled action. The government’s announcement today will
complicate rather than aid this process.
“The entry into force of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition in of Nuclear Weapons is an encouraging development.
As people of faith, we join with millions across the world who are working towards the elimination of nuclear arsenals. Living up to our responsibilities under the Non Proliferation Treaty would be a step towards realising that
vision. We believe that ‘Global Britain’ should strive for peaceful and cooperative international relationships, and
joint endeavour on climate change, global poverty and other challenges. This announcement takes us in a worrying and wholly wrong direction.”
Source: URC website
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SUPPORT FOR CHARITIES
At present, we cannot collect donations to charities
in the way that we normally would. However, the
need for our support remains, so we ask that, if you
are able, you make your donation directly online.
Details of how to donate to each charity are given
below, and in the weekly newsletter. We recognise
that there are many demands on us all, but please
support these charities if you possibly can.
FEED
FEED is currently asking for financial contributions, rather than donated goods. Please make cheques payable to Vineyard Christian Fellowship of St Albans and
write “FEED” on the back . Because staff are not able to
go to the bank as frequently as normally, FEED is also
using a website called Bankuet to receive donationssee below:

laws, links policy makers with people on the ground,
pools knowledge and resources and rallies support
from people and organisations around the world,
making lasting change happen on a massive scale.
Some statistics which should concern us:
785 million people don’t have clean water close
to home.

2 billion people don't have a decent toilet of their
own.
3 billion people don't have handwashing facilities at home.
(WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) Report
2019)

To donate : www.wateraid.org.uk

www.bankuet.co.uk/feedstalbans
In March, the charity we would have been supporting is
Sightsavers. Sightsavers works to eliminate avoidable blindness and support the rights of people with disabilities. It is, of course, not too late to donate to them
now!
Please go to:www.sightsavers.org

In April, we support St Albans Mencap, a charity well
known to us. Its purpose is to campaign to ensure that
learning disabled individuals of all ages receive appropriate services from statutory authorities, and to support,
advise and provide services to learning disabled individuals and their carers.
At present, like many other charities, it is unable to operate most of its services because of Covid restrictions.
However, it will be running its Easter Playscheme for children as usual..

Save the dates: Sunday 23 May – Sunday 6 June 2021
All about living sustainably and protecting the environment – across St Albans, Harpenden and villages. Plans are now underway to make #SustFest21
Covid-safe, flexible and community focused .

For more information, see www.stalbansmencap.org.uk
Cheques payable to St Albans Mencap can be sent to
Martyn Macphee.

In May, we support Water Aid. WaterAid has teams in 28
countries across the world, working with its partners to
transform millions of lives every year by improving access
to clean water, toilets and hygiene. Since 1981, it has
reached over 27 million people with clean water. In the
last 39 years, the charity has gone from strength to
strength to become one of the most respected organisations dealing solely with water, sanitation and hygiene issues.
While installing taps and toilets is essential to its work, it
does so much more. It convinces governments to change

Visit www.sustfest.org for more information
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Homewood Road URC will be holding a
Passover supper on Thursday 1st April
The meeting will open at 4.30pm for
chatting and then the Passover Supper
will be starting at 5pm.
Please let Faye know by Palm Sunday if
you are going to join us for the Passover
Supper on zoom. Please email
her:fmorby132@gmail.com.
Below is a list of items you should try to have ready on the day.
Things you need for Passover Supper – Thursday 1st April 2021
Candle
Red wine or grape juice in a glass
Bowl and warm water to wash hands in
Fresh parsley
Salt water in a bowl
A plate
Matzo bread
Horseradish sauce
Haroset – a mixture of apple, nuts, raisins and honey
Lamb bone
As we cannot meet to do this together you may want to have your own lamb supper later in the
evening - please post pictures on the Homewood Road Facebook group if you do - or email your pictures
to Faye at the address above.

FOREST CHURCH

SUNDAY 25 APRIL
9.00AM– 10.OOAM

WITH BREAKFAST
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YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS

Hi everyone,
Faye here! You will all have heard by now that I will be leaving in May. I am incredibly sad to be
going and I will miss you all terribly. However, I will still be coming back to see you all for worship
from time to time. Please feel free to keep in touch by phone and WhatsApp. If you don’t have my
number, I can give it to you. My last Sunday will be 23 rd May.
As things begin to open up again, we will be having some ‘live’ services with Junior church. The
dates that Junior church will be at Homewood Road URC as follows –
4th April – Easter Sunday

25th April – Be the star you are
9th May – A rollercoaster of emotions
23rd May – Pentecost Power
Junior church will be conducted on zoom in the weeks where we are not live.
My last Forest church will be on Sunday 25th April – we will be conducting this in the morning between 9 – 10am and then back to church for live worship and junior church. Breakfast will be provided!
Youth group will be starting again after Easter. We will be having outdoor ‘live’ sessions. Please
note there is a new time of 5.30pm – 6.30pm. We are hoping to go to The Wick on a few dates as
well – so please look out for a permission form.

The dates are as follows –
18th April – Sports day
25th April – Football skills
2nd May – The Wick
9th May – NO YOUTH GROUP
16th May – Cone game
23rd May – Team architect
Thank you so much for all your support over the past two years. I feel so lucky to have been able
to part of the churches journey and I hope you have enjoyed all the activities we have done together.
All the best everyone and please keep in touch!
Faye Evans
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Easter Egg Cheesecakes
Serves: 9 people Preparation time: 20 minutes
Ingredients
3 Easter Egg Shells (1.5 large Easter eggs)
100 g Lotus Biscoff biscuits

25 g unsalted butter melted
340 g Philadelphia cream cheese (room temperature full-fat)
50 g caster sugar
juice of half a lemon
0.5 tsp vanilla extract
200 ml cold double cream (straight from the fridge)
50 g dark chocolate melted
Easter treats for topping
Method
1. Blitz the Biscoff biscuits in a food processor or put them into a ziplock bag and bash them up
with a rolling pin. Melt the butter in the microwave (this takes about a minute) and pour it into
the crushed biscuits and mix well.
2. Use a sharp knife to cut the Easter eggs in half.
3. Add the biscuit mixture inside the Easter eggs filling them about a third of the way. Press the
mixture down and smooth it gently with the back of a spoon. Put the eggs into the fridge while
you make the filling.
4. Put the cream cheese and caster sugar into a mixing bowl and beat well. You can use a handheld
electric whisk or beat it by hand. Pour in the lemon juice and vanilla extract and beat together.
Next, pour in the double cream and beat until the mixture thickens.
5. Set aside a third of the mixture. Melt the dark chocolate in the microwave and pour it into the
cheesecake mixture beating well until fully incorporated.
6. Take the Easter eggs out of the fridge and fill them with the cheesecake mixture. Smooth the
top with the back of a spoon. Put the cheesecake filled easter eggs back into the fridge for an
hour.

7. Add the toppings to your Easter Egg Cheesecake and serve.
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PRAYERS FOR LENT AND EASTER
Remind us often Lord,
when we are feeling
proud,
arrogant,
beyond reproach,
pleased with ourselves,
self sufficient in our ways,
that for such as us
and better
and worse
you walked a road
that took you to a cruel cross,
and rose again to show us where
we might look for rescue
as from this lofty perch we fall.
Would we be counted
among the doubters
hiding in the shadow
cast by that cruel cross?
Or, when challenged,
like Peter
openly deny you?
There are times, Lord
when doubts assail
and the distance between us
seems to increase.
There are times, Lord
when sin has its hold,
like a barrier between us
that will not move.
Who is there we can turn to
when we feel so overwhelmed?
Who can roll away the stone
and reveal the empty tomb?
No-one but you, Jesus,
no-one but you!

Copyright © John Birch, 2016
www.faithandworship.com
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SERVICES AT HOMEWOOD ROAD APRIL AND MAY
At 10.30 AM
4th April

Easter Sunday Holy Communion

25th April
9th May

Holy Communion

23rd May
All services are cluster ones, also accessible via Zoom
Reminder: When you arrive at church:

•

make sure that you are wearing a face covering- you’ll have to keep it on throughout the service, to
comply with government regulations

•

if there is a queue when you arrive, please stay in your car till it reduces (unless you have come by
taxi!). If you are waiting, maintain social distance.

•

please use the sanitiser provided (wall mounted) – even if you have recently washed your hands

•

please give your name and contact number to the person collecting the information in the foyer. In line
with guidance issued by the Department for Health and Social Care, we will keep your details safely and in
compliance with GDPR legislation for 21 days before deleting them. We will only share your details with
NHS Test and Trace in the event that it is needed to help stop the spread of coronavirus. We will not use
your details for any other purposes or pass them on to anyone else.

•

If you come alone, you must sit alone, in a designated seat. Similarly, if you have travelled with others,
you should sit with them – we have allocated places for individuals, couples, and groups of three. Please do
not sit alongside people who are not part of your group. Elders/welcomers will help you find a seat – please
go straight to it. Please do not move the signs from one seat to another or change the seating configuration
in any way.

•

Orders of service will continue to be sent out in the newsletter – no paper copies will be provided, and
bibles and hymn books will not be given out- everything will be projected

•

there will be music- but no communal singing

•

If you think you will need some water during the service, please bring it with you
At the end of the service:

•

we’ll ask people to leave block by block—please remain in your seat till asked to leave

•

unfortunately, for the moment, we’re not able to provide refreshments after the service. If you talk to
people in the car park, please observe social distancing– and be careful of cars pulling out

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King by Sunday 16th May please.
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