Web Edition
DECEMBER 2020

Dear Friends,
I suspect this is the most anticipated New Year since
1999 and the dawn of the new millennium. Not because
of any great celebration but 2021 brings a collective sigh
of relief that we made it out of 2020. Being part of something historic is in my view very overrated.
Not that there aren’t things we will carry with us from this
year. Memories of loved ones lost and a greater appreciation of human contact. Perhaps we have gained a deeper appreciation of life’s priorities or maybe the trials have
shaken some of those certainties we had built our life
upon. It is a mixed bag every year but I certainly feel my
own mix of reflections from 2020 is more tears than
laughter.
Yet the Christmas season reminds us of Immanuel, God
is with us even when the days are dark and full of tears.
There is comfort in this promise for one of the hardest
aspects of this dreadful pandemic is that is has separated and isolated people often at their worst moments. I do
not believe this takes away the raw anguish of separation
from those we love. I do believe it is always good to have
a friend with us when such times fall upon us and Jesus
calls us friends (John 15:15).
Christmas may be a muted celebration this year but it is
still a season of hope and promise. Jesus our friend
comes to all humanity. The fragile life of the Christ child
trusted to the fearful and inexperienced hands of Mary
and Joseph. God continues to be with us even when we
end up where we do not want to be, separated from
those we love. I can only imagine how much Mary
missed her Mum on the first Christmas morn.
I hope you are able to enjoy the festive season as Christmas moves into a New Year. God is with us and we do
not ever travel alone even when the journey feels nightmarish. Dawn comes and the light of Christ continues to
lift our spirits.

PRESENTS FOR KINGSLEY GREEN
At Christmas, we traditionally collect presents for the
residents at Kingsley Green, near Radlett. The 8 ladies and 17 men there are the last generation to
have spent most of their life in institutional care; they
range in age from just under 40 to 80. They are however, well cared for and stimulated, and our presents
are very much appreciated. If you would like to donate a present ,please:
•

Wrap it so that it’s easily unwrapped, and put a
label on it saying whether it is gender specific
and what it is

God bless, John.

•

If confectionary or food, give name and brand
and say whether it contains nuts

CHRISTMAS CARDS

•

If cosmetics/ toiletries give brand

Given that there is only one service scheduled in
Homewood Road before Christmas ( on 13th December, regulations permitting), with the help of elders, we
will be offering a limited service for exchanging Christmas Cards. Please look out for a special Christmas
edition of the e newsletter for full details on how it will
work. Elders will advise those who do not have access
to the newsletters.
If you prefer, why not add the value of what you would
have spent on cards to your donations to our Christmas
charities? Full details on pages 4 & 5.

Please no sharp items e.g. manicure sets.
To donate your parcel:, either:
•

If you have a church key, put your parcel on
the platform by 13th December

•

If we are able to have a service that day, bring
it with you

•

Deliver it to Lesley King by 13th December.

Many thanks in advance
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HOMEWOOD AND TRINITY STROLLERS
Eighteen 'Strollers' met on Friday 30th October at the Brocket Arms, Ayot St Lawrence, and walked a 4.5 mile circuit in
three separate groups (Rule of Six and social distance observed at all times!). The route was mostly flat, mostly dry
underfoot although one or two sticky bits! We walked
through fields, woods and along tracks arriving back at the
Brocket Arms just in time for some to choose to picnic while
others to lunch in the pub garden. It was lovely to see so
many familiar faces and to be able to catch up on each other's news.

THANK YOUS
As you may recall, the Hopkins family nominated
two charities, Rennie Grove Hospice Care and
The Macular Society, for donations in Alun’s
memory. Sian Hackett has passed on the letters
of thanks received from them, from which follow
extracts, below.

From RGHC: I am writing to say thank you so
much for the JustGiving page you set up in
memory of Mr Alun Hopkins. The page raised
£825.00 and in total we received £1,028.75 in
Alun’s name. I have written a letter and thank you
card for Mrs Olga Hopkins notifying her of the
amount and to say a heartfelt thank you.
The St Albans nursing team considered it a privilege to have been asked to care for Alun during
his illness and to offer continuing support to the
family. Our care for adults and children is based
around the patient and their family and the belief
that every moment matters for them all. This is
provided at no cost to our patients and families
and is made possible by the generous donations
we receive from our local community.
Our Hospice at Home service is unique in the local area and is only made possible by donations
such as yours. Thank you once again; the money
donated will ensure we can continue to care for
families in the local area into the future.
From The MS: I just wanted to express our very
grateful thanks for the incredible amount of £1,005
you have raised to date in memory of your father
Alun on his Just Giving Page.
Once again,
please may I offer our sincere sympathies to you
and all your family at this very sad time. We have
also received a further donation through our website, bringing the total given to £1,105.
Your thoughtful gifts will help make sure ours is
the last generation to suffer the devastation of
macular disease, by funding world class research
to find a cure. We are funding researchers
like Professor Paraoan, at Liverpool University,
whose work explores a particular protein in early
age-related macular degeneration. Groundbreaking work like hers is vital if we’re to stop
macular disease in its tracks.
And with a growing number of people struggling
daily to cope with macular disease, donations like
yours also mean we can be there with the best
advice and support when they need us most. I do
hope that you and your family can gain comfort
from knowing how much others will benefit because of your thoughtful gifts in your father’s
memory.
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SUPPORT FOR CHARITIES
At present, we cannot collect donations to charities
in the way that we normally would. However, the
need for our support remains, so we ask that, if you
are able, you make your donation directly online.
Details of how to donate to each charity are given
below, and in the weekly newsletter. We recognise
that there will be many demands on us all during
the Christmas period, but please support these
charities if you possibly can.
FEED
FEED is currently asking for financial contributions, rather than donated goods. Please make cheques payable to Vineyard Christian Fellowship of St Albans and
write “FEED” on the back . Because staff are not able to
go to the bank as frequently as normally, FEED is also
using a website called Bankuet to receive donationssee below:
https://www.bankuet.co.uk/feedstalbans

Thirty- five new volunteers were recruited and a further 16 are waiting to complete the last two core
training sessions (which had to be postponed because of Covid-19). Outreach, the charity’s work in
the local community, has continued to develop, with
the exciting” Facing the Future” programme in partnership with Cruse ready to launch once the virus is
under control. Involvement with local schools has
continued as has the relationship with Network Rail.
All these initiatives are supported by branch volunteers over and beyond their shifts Thirteen prison
Listeners are in place with 8 trained in 2019-20 financial year, thereby enabling the service to remain
available to vulnerable prisoners.
SW Herts Samaritans have been challenged by the
impact of Covid-19 and are proud that its service has
continued to function with social distancing and robust health and safety processes in place. More
shifts have been opened, reflecting the availability of
many volunteers even though several have been in
isolation. Two isolated volunteers participated in a
new national initiative to enable responding to emails
from home. All face-to-face contacts, including most
Outreach activities, have stopped until government
guidance allows them to continue. At such a challenging time for many people, the services of SW
Herts Samaritans are needed more than ever.
To donate, visit:
branches/watford/

https://www.samaritans.org/

Over the Christmas period, we support two other well
established and much needed local charities, Emmaus and Open Door

In December , we support the South West Herts
branch of The Samaritans .
South West Herts Samaritans branch has 120 active
listening volunteers and 7 support volunteers. In the
past year, these volunteers answered 18,580 calls,
2,677 texts (this service was stopped in all branches
at the beginning of February), 3,355 emails, and met
55 face-to face visitors. That is a total of 24,667 contacts - without taking into consideration its Outreach
programme and HMP The Mount Listener Scheme.

Emmaus is a homelessness charity providing more
than just a bed for the night to people who have experienced homelessness and social exclusion.
It provides a home for as long as someone needs it
and meaningful work in its social enterprise. Living in
a stable environment with the opportunity to work
helps the companions, as residents are known, to
regain lost self-esteem and the confidence to get
back on their feet.
There are currently 29 Emmaus communities across
the UK, providing a home and meaningful work to
more than 800 formerly homeless people. In addition
to this, there are five emerging groups, working hard
to establish new communities.
Like any flourishing community, Emmaus is most
successful when everyone makes a contribution. For
Emmaus, that means volunteering together in the
social enterprise, to generate funds needed to support the community and the companions that call it
home.
In return, people are expected to volunteer 40 hours
per week, or as much as they are able to, in the social enterprise. They are required to sign off all benefits with the exception of housing benefit, which is
claimed to help support the community. The ultimate
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goal is for each community to become self-sufficient,
supporting itself with the revenue it generates through
its businesses.
The Emmaus model has a huge impact on restoring
confidence and self-respect, as companions take responsibility for keeping their community going and work
hard to support themselves and others.
Emmaus is not about giving hand-outs, it’s about providing people with the tools to help themselves. This approach has been proven to produce long-term, sustainable results. For the many people who have been stuck in
a cycle of homelessness, Emmaus provides the space
and support they need to take stock of their lives and
make positive changes for the future.
During this year’s Recycle Week in September, Emmaus Hertfordshire celebrated saving 2,000 tonnes of
second-hand items from landfill .Every year, Emmaus
Hertfordshire ensures thousands of items are saved
from the waste chain by offering free furniture collections and an affordable house clearance service. In
2019, we saved the weight equivalent of 158 double
decker buses from landfill. The money generated from
selling donated items helps Emmaus Hertfordshire provide a home, meaningful work, daily support and funded
training for people who have experienced homelessness
or social exclusion.
While most items that are donated to Emmaus are sold,
if a donated item can’t be sold, re-purposed, upcycled or
renovated, the item is processed for recycling. These
processes are all done by trained residents, staff and
volunteers of Emmaus and includes recycling paper,
textiles, plastics, electricals, ferrous and non-ferrous
metals, wood and much more.

Kerry Pollard, Open Door’s chairman, commented:
“Thanks to the ongoing support of our dedicated
volunteers, we’ve been able to maintain essential
services to homeless people in St Albans at this
difficult time.”
Sarah Chambers, Open Door’s volunteer & fundraising co-ordinator, added: “Throughout Lockdown we
have provided meals every evening, prepared by
volunteers and local businesses. We have had
teams of volunteers who have distributed food
parcels every week to those in need.
Lockdown forced us to find new ways of volunteering and adapt very quickly. Volunteers were
phenomenal, and stepped up to the challenge,
accommodating the constant changes that came
their way. We are beyond grateful to all our volunteers who enabled us to continue supporting the
most vulnerable in the community.”
To donate, go to:
https://opendoorstalbans.org/

To donate, go to:
https://emmaus.org.uk/hertfordshire

CHRISTMAS TREES (OR LACK OF THEM)

Open Door The shelter provides overnight accommodation for up to 12 people: 10 extra beds are available in
cold weather.
The drop-in sessions offer a meal, support and advice,
including help with job applications, housing and health
issues.
Because of the Covid-19 lockdown many UK services
for the homeless have had to find new ways of operating
to protect the health of their guests, volunteers and staff.
Since the beginning of March the Open Door charity has
been working with other organisations in St Albans to co
-ordinate the provision of food and accommodation in
new ways.
The Charity is liaising closely with St Albans City and
District Council, Hightown Housing Association, and
several local charities – including Centre 33, Vineyard
(FEED) and Druglink. At the beginning of lockdown, all
homeless people who accepted an offer of accommodation were housed, including those who had been accessing our Winter Beds provision. Since then we have
been working together to provide food wherever needed
and to support those who remain vulnerable or are newly homeless.

Because there will be only one “live “service
at Homewood Road in December ( on the
13th, subject to Covid regs), we have decided not to have a tree inside the church this
year. There will however be one outside, so
that our light can be seen still to be shining.
If it is permitted, we plan to have a short
“Carols around the Tree” celebration on one
of the Saturdays in December. Please look
out for details in the newsletter.
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Youth and Family News
With the lifting of lock down activities finally started to restart after a long period of the church
being shut. Even though we were only running a few sessions it was so lovely to see many of the
families return to the church in person.
Here are some pictures from the few weeks we were back!

We have enjoyed the following stories and activities at forest church and junior church –

Seeds of hope, prayer objects, peace of mind, so deeply do we care, remembrance, coming ready of not
and many more.
Youth group were able to meet once in person before lockdown where we had a quiz with a prize of
£10 for the winner and £5 for second place. It was a fun evening! All of our sessions have been over
zoom.
If you would like to join in with any of our family activities, you would be most welcome. Please email
fmorby132@gmail.com for more details.
We were finally getting into the swing of things when we were put into lockdown again and the
building closed. We are waiting with anticipation to see whether we can reopen from the 2 nd December. We really hope so as we have so many fun activities ready for the families – all to do with the
best time of year! Christmas!!!
At the end of the bulletin I have put some dates and details of upcoming events over Christmas.
Advent bags –
Idecided to embark on a big venture this year. Advent bags. Here are some facts and figures for
you all!
Total number of bags – 46 children bags and 5 youth bags
Total number of parcels wrapped – 260
Total number of hours planning – 24

Sneak peak at what is inside!

Total numbers of hours prepping – 144
This has been such a joy to do for the families of our
church and Faye was amazed at the number of people
that ordered.
The advent bags contain a different parcel for the
Sundays of advent, and one each for Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day. Each parcel contains a bible reading, prayer and activities for the families to do together. There is a mixture of craft, outdoor fun and
much more. I really hopes the families enjoy them.
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If you were not able to get one this time, never fear – watch this space for Easter!
Christmas at Homewood Road
We may still be in lockdown, but this will not stop us celebrating the birth of our Lord and Saviour. We
have lots of exciting things happening ‘at’ Homewood Road. (Most of these events will be happening

over zoom)
Foyer Christmas Display
This year’s theme will be based on Hope. This year was not how anyone would have expected it to go,
however Hope seems to be on the horizon. We would like the congregation AND families to be involved
as much as possible! So here is how you can help and contribute this year.
Messages/prayers of hope to hang on the tree – this can be anything you wish it to be – email
your messages to fmorby132@gmail.com and she will add them to the tree.
Pictures/artwork of hope – again anything you wish in any media. You can post these to Homewood
Road United Reformed Church, Homewood Road, St Albans, Al1 4BH.
Pictures of your family with a prayer for them next year underneath – again you can email these
to fmorby132@gmail.com
Anything else you can think of!
Chistingle
Trinity, Greenwood and Homewood Road are joining forces for this event.
This will be taking place on 12th December @ 5pm on zoom.
For your place you can email fmorby132@gmail.com, fionaahislop@gmail.com
Or greenwoodurc@outlook.com
The link will be sent a few days before.
If you would like to participate you will need to also collect a bag of resources from Homewood Road
URC on Friday 11th December between 3pm and 5pm.
We hope to see you there!
Virtual crib service
Yes you heard right! A virtual crib service! We will be doing out usual crib service on Christmas Eve @
4pm. This will be a zoomed service instead of a live service but just as much fun!
To get the link please email Faye on fmorby132@gmail.com by December 22nd. Please dress up in your
Christmas jumpers and flashing lights. The more Christmassy the better !
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Christmas Angels of Hope in Quarantine!
Calling all knitters!!
You must be wondering whether we are giving out angels this year. Well the answer to that is
yes!! We have decided that this is still a lovely thing to do and the angels this year will have the
message of Hope.
So, if you can, start getting your knitting gear out and knit us some beautiful angels. Please let
your elder know if you need a printed paper copy and we will get these to you. Alternatively, please
call or email Faye on 07946735021/ fmorby132@gmail.com, leave your name and address and she
will post you one.
To keep everything safe, Faye asks that when you drop angels off - these are put into a carrier
bag with the date you have dropped them off. This allows Faye to know when the 72-hour quarantine period is up

If you are unable to drop the angels off yourself, please ring Faye on 07946735021 and she will
arrange a time with you to pick them up.
Unlike last year this year we will not be leaving them around the city for people to find. Instead
we will be giving them out in the city centre - dates TBC. They will be bagged in biodegradable
bags with chocolates and a message inside.
Please note the last date for angel donations will be Sunday 13th December. We cannot accept any
more after this date - any collected after this date will be kept for next year.
We hope to see many angels begin fluttering into the office very soon and thank you so much for all
you do to support the church!
And finally –
Many thanks to those who have sponsored me for my 5km a day
for Mind. So far, I have raised £730!
It has been a tiring 19 days as I sit and write this. With 11 days
to go!
If you wish to sponsor me please email me on fmorby132@gmail.com and I will be happy to send you the link.
Thank you so much for all your support for our ventures at Homewood Road URC!
And a huge thanks to Anna and Fiona for their support in our joint ventures too.

Faye Evans
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The current Covid restrictions have obviously had a big effect on any plans to hold
a Christmas Carol Service this year. However, plans are underway to organise a
'virtual' carol service, performed by members of our cluster churches and scheduled for Sunday 20th December.
It is planned at the moment that this service will be recorded in advance and then
'Zoomed' at 6.30 on that Sunday evening while also being available to view on Youtube.
As you may know already, Nick Buckley from Trinity has
been doing a wonderful job every week mixing together
the voices of 5 Trinity singers to provide one of the
hymns for each of our cluster Sunday services. He has
kindly offered to do this for our Carol Service – so singing voices from
Trinity and Homewood Road will be combined - with Greenwood providing the
readers.
This is no easy task - for him or for us - and those of us taking part have been on
a steep learning curve, practising at home alone, and singing into our mobile
phones while listening to a backing track on headphones!! We’re
getting so tech savvy these days!!
Put the date in your diary and more information & links will be sent
nearer the time. You can then join in the carol singing at home on
Zoom on the day or catch up afterwards on Youtube.
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PRAYERS FOR ADVENT

This is Advent, season of promise. In our worship we prepare for the birth of a baby in a dusty
stable in Bethlehem, and remind ourselves that this child will become the Saviour of the World
who will return again in power and glory to draw all of his children together with songs of everlasting praise. The promise of the baby is also the promise of eternal life to all who believe.
God of hope and promise, be with us throughout this Advent season and d raw us ever closer
as we journey together toward the stable and the birth of your Son, our Saviour. Amen
In this season of expectation
We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah
Into the bustle of our lives
and the hard to find moments of solitude
We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah
Into our homes and situations
along with friends and families
We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah
Into our hearts, and those often hidden parts of our lives
We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah
For beneath the surface of your story
is an inescapable fact
You entered this world
as vulnerable as any one of us
in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross.
Our fears, our insecurities and our sins
all that can separate us from God
exchanged by your Grace for Love.
We cannot comprehend the reasoning
only marvel that Salvation comes to us
through a baby born in a stable,
and reaches out to a world in need.
In this season of anticipation
We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah
Copyright © John Birch, 2016
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DECEMBER SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
Saturdays 5th , 12th & 19th December
11.00am—1.00pm—all welcome

Advent

Prayer

Stations

at

Trinity

Saturday 12th

Cluster Christingle Service 5.00pm - via Zoom only

Sunday 13th December

Worship at Homewood Road 10.30am - also via Zoom

Sunday 20th

Cluster Carol Service 6.30pm – via Zoom and You Tube only

Thursday 24th

Crib Service 4.00pm –via Zoom only

Friday 25th

Christmas Day service 10.00am —via Zoom only

URC

Reminder: When you arrive at church:

•

make sure that you are wearing a face covering- you’ll have to keep it on throughout the service, to
comply with government regulations

•

if there is a queue when you arrive, please stay in your car till it reduces (unless you have come by
taxi!). If you are waiting, maintain social distance.

•

please use the sanitiser provided (wall mounted) – even if you have recently washed your hands

•

please give your name and contact number to the person collecting the information in the foyer. In line
with guidance issued by the Department for Health and Social Care, we will keep your details safely and in
compliance with GDPR legislation for 21 days before deleting them. We will only share your details with
NHS Test and Trace in the event that it is needed to help stop the spread of coronavirus. We will not use
your details for any other purposes or pass them on to anyone else.

•

If you come alone, you must sit alone, in a designated seat. Similarly, if you have travelled with others,
you should sit with them – we have allocated places for individuals, couples, and groups of three. Please do
not sit alongside people who are not part of your group. Elders/welcomers will help you find a seat – please
go straight to it. Please do not move the signs from one seat to another or change the seating configuration
in any way.

•

Orders of service will continue to be sent out in the newsletter – no paper copies will be provided, and
bibles and hymn books will not be given out- everything will be projected

•

there will be music- but no communal singing

•

If you think you will need some water during the service, please bring it with you

At the end of the service:

•

we’ll ask people to leave block by block—please remain in your seat till asked to leave

•

unfortunately, for the moment, we’re not able to provide refreshments after the service. If you talk to
people in the car park, please observe social distancing– and be careful of cars pulling out

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King by Sunday 13th December please.
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