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Dear Friends,
I did not spot my first Christmas tree until near the end of
November, which is a first, as normally I spot one just
after Bonfire Night! Now we are in the season of Advent
we can look forward to the celebration of Christ’s birth.
This is the time of preparation when we not only prepare
with shopping for gifts, food and drink but make ready
our hearts to receive the Christ child.
Christmas always feels much more personal than the
other great Christian festivals. The stable scene is a story
we can embrace and enjoy without the bitter pain of
death. It is a celebration of life the birth of hope and untold possibilities, a family story with a touch of Disney as
donkey and sheep look on. Yet if we look a little closer
we see dark shadows gathering over this idyllic setting.
Herod’s rampant madness expressed in the slaughter of
the innocent remains the unspoken chapter of the Nativity. Shepherds and Wise Men play their part, but Herod’s
soldiers are absent from the crib scene. I believe rightly
so, it is good to focus in on the tidings of great joy from
the Herald Angel’s song. Yet I believe it is important for
us to remember the dark side of Christmas for it underlines for us just why the child was born, to pay the price
of humanities sin. I hope we do not forget that Herod
lives in every generation and year on year the innocent
continue to suffer and die.
It is almost 40 years since Band Aid questioned whether
the poor of the World even know it’s Christmas. This may
have been a very significant event for a whole generation
but we do well to remember that we still have an obligation of love and care for the children of the world at
Christmas time. All of these precious little ones are loved
by God. As we look in wonder at baby Jesus let’s say a
prayer and spare a kindness for all the children born as
he was into an unstable and violent world.

Love and blessings at Christmas, John.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS ANGEL
Last Christmas, we were unable to distribute all the
wonderful angels that had been knitted, so we have
quite a boxful of the woolly messengers still sitting
in the office!

Because of continuing Covid uncertainties, we have
decided that this year, rather than distribute the angels around the town centre and the Quadrant, we
would hand them out at the end of our Christmas
services. (Christmas family service, Toddler Group
crib service, Carol service & Christmas Eve Crib
service)
Our woolly harbingers of Christmas will still display
messages of Hope, Love and Joy and can either be
kept by those who choose to take them home from
church or can be given as a gift to family or friends.
We have not asked you to get knitting again this
year because we already have last year’s angels
but if you have already been
busy and have some ready to
hand in, please do so by 5th December and they will certainly
find a good home by the end of
the Christmas period!

CHURCH MEETING 21st NOVEMBER
Key Points Discussed
1.

The process that Trinity URC was undertaking to review its future was continuing as outlined at the September meeting. The only difference was that , in the meantime, Trinity had received a much lower quotation for remedial works, which had caused some to pause for thought. The deadline of the end of the calendar year to determine the preferred way forward remained .John Hardaker continued to favour amalgamation.

2.

The provisional financial outturn for 2021 was reviewed - it had improved significantly over budget, partly
because of higher rental income than forecast , but primarily because of a payment of £40k from the insurance company for loss of income in 2020. A further tranche was expected to be received in 2021. The
draft budget for 2022 was approved.

3.

Six elders were re-elected - Ray Fraser, Anne Goldsmith, Susan Gray, Lesley King, Martyn Macphee and
Mary Steele. Four elders were retiring - Stuart Gray, Mary Lees, Richard Lovett and Louie Smellie - and
were thanked by the meeting for their contributions. It was noted, with gratitude, that Richard would remain
Treasurer.

Lesley King
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Carols around the Tree
Saturday 4th December at 5.00pm
Invite your neighbours and friends to join us as we start off the
Christmas season with carol singing, live music and festive refreshments!

The lighting up of our
outdoor Christmas Tree
has now become an annual event - so, wrap up
warm and join us for
some festive carol singing, followed by mulled
wine and mince pies.

Marlborough Road Methodist Church
Thinking Lunches
Thursday 2nd December 2021

The Reverend Jonathan Evens from St
Martin’s in the Fields, London
‘Being with God on the edge’
Thursday 6th January 2022

The Rt Reverend Michael Beasley
‘Asset Based Church Development’ – lessons from the Global South about
starting with what we’ve got, not with what we don’t have
12.30pm to 1.30pm on the First Thursday of each month. Please bring your own lunch and, for now, drinks. Half an
hour talk and then discussion. Donations will be gratefully received to cover expenses and any profits will be given
to the speaker for a charity of their choice.
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CHRISTMAS EVENTS ACROSS THE CLUSTER
Sat 4th Dec 5pm - Homewood Road - Christmas Tree lights switch on + Carols round the Tree. Wrap up warm and join us as we start off the Christmas
season by switching on the tree lights and singing carols outside with live music
and refreshments.
Sun 5th Dec – Homewood Road – Christmas Family Service 11am Join us at Homewood
Road for an all age family service to celebrate Advent and the Christmas season. Please
bring your presents for Kingsley Green
Sat 4th, 11th, 18th Dec 11am-12.30pm – Trinity - Advent prayer stations event. An opportunity for families and individuals to spend time travelling round the various stations and
participate in activities linked with the story of Advent.
Sun 12th Dec 6.30pm– Homewood Road - Carol Service
You are invited to join us for our Carol Service on 12th December at 6.30pm
Come and sing some of your favourite carols and listen to Christmas music
and festive poems performed by the newly formed Homewood Singers.
Mulled wine and mince pies will be served after the service.
Fri 24th Dec 4pm – Homewood Road - Crib Service Children
& families are invited to join us for this
very special retelling of the Christmas
story – children are encouraged to dress up and join in and we will all sing well
known Christmas Carols to lead us through the story.
Fri 24th Dec 11.30pm – Homewood Road - Midnight Service Join us to worship
and sing by candlelight and welcome in Christmas Day and the birth of baby
Jesus.
Sat 25th Dec 10.30 am– Homewood Road – Christmas Day service – (by the
Worship Group) Join us to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Sun 26th Dec – There will be no services on Boxing Day this year.
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CHARITY COLLECTIONS
In December , we support South West Herts Samaritans
South West Hertfordshire Samaritans are a group of passionate volunteers working together to make sure fewer
people die by suicide. They welcome visitors to their
branch when they need someone. They help keep the
national helplines running, including phone and email.
They reach out to the local community including schools,
rail stations and hospitals to improve people's emotional
health. They support the team at HMP The Mount to reduce suicide rates.They opened their doors over 50 years
ago in 1969 and have been working hard ever since to be
there for anyone - no matter who you are, no matter what
life has thrown at you.

Open Door Since 1993 Open Door, with the help of
the St Albans’ community, has supported over 7,000
people who have experienced homelessness and
been at risk of sleeping rough. The Charity funds
improvements to the Open Door shelter, as well as
covering the costs of outreach services and the volunteer coordinator.
Hightown Housing Association now operates the
Open Door facility.
The Open Door Charity focusses its efforts on fundraising to support and develop homelessness services, and recruiting new volunteers

For more information, and to donate online, go
to: www.opendoorstalbans.org

For more information, and to donate online , go to:

www.samaritans.org/branches/watford

In January, we support Embrace the Middle East
(formerly Bible Lands).

At Christmas, we support two local charities working with
the homeless, Emmaus and Open Door
For many people who have experienced homelessness,
losing their self-esteem can be the most damaging part of
their experience. Being on your own, with no support
around you can be soul destroying, leaving you feeling
worthless.

Embrace supports its Christian partners in the Middle East as they work to transform lives and restore
the dignity of the most excluded and marginalised
communities. Where there is a need – for refuge, a
home, for health care, for education, for justice and
human rights – they, with their partners, respond.
Their goal is to contribute to a culture of human flourishing in a troubled region.
Theirs is a vision of love in action. It is rooted in, and
inspired by, Christ’s invitation to care for those most
in need.

Finding your way out of that situation isn’t easy, particularly when the only options available are temporary fixes,
offering a bed for the night but little to occupy your days.
Emmaus is different because it provides a home for as
long as someone needs it, in an Emmaus community.
This gives people the opportunity to take stock of their
lives, deal with any issues they might have, and often reestablish relationships with loved ones.

Embrace the Middle East currently have 50 courageous, inspired, creative and skilled partners in the
region. All are working to transform the lives of those
most forgotten and on the margins; all are inspired
by the Gospel. The charity feels deeply privileged to
work in partnership with them and honoured to be
able to bring their witness closer to people in this
country.

Companion is the name given to those who live in an Emmaus community and work in the social enterprise, where
they support themselves and one another.

For more information, and to donate online, go to:
www.embraceme.org

The Emmaus Hertfordshire social enterprise generates
revenue that pays for companions’ home, food and upkeep, as well as providing a weekly allowance. This is key
to restoring feelings of self-worth, showing these individuals that their actions make a real difference, both to their
own life, and the lives of others.
For more information, and to donate online, go to:
www.emmaus.org.uk/
hertfordshire
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THAMES NORTH SYNOD MODERATOR’S ADVENT LETTER

Dear friends,
At the start of 2021 we were filled with hope. Nothing could be as challenging as the previous year…. could it? The
miracle of the vaccination programme was beginning to be rolled out. Life would return to normal before too long.
But, of course, it wasn’t until Easter that some churches re-opened and indeed many waited until much later in the
year. Even then some members still feel uncomfortable about attending in person. Live streaming and Zoom services which had become very strange new phenomena for last year continue to play a central part in the life of
many churches.
Last year was a wakeup call about some of the injustices in our world. Marcus Rashford used his status as a Premiership football player to highlight family food poverty. The Government very quickly, with the onset of the pandemic, ensured that some of the most vulnerable were supported through the Furlough Scheme and the additional Universal Credit top up payment of £20 – things that continued into this year. The death of George Floyd made the
world stop and consider that Black Lives Matter. The stories of historical and contemporary discrimination and persecution opened our eyes to the reality of what it is like to be part of an ethnic minority group not just in other parts
of the world but here in our own nation and local communities.
Over the last 20 months we have experienced as individuals, churches and communities some of the darkest of
days and yet there have been some glorious glimmers of hope. And as 2021 comes to a close there is much to give
thanks for, but the challenges continue, and the biggest frustration is that there are some times when it seems that
we have forgotten the lessons learned.
I was excited about taking on my new role as Moderator. I came into post knowing that there would be joys and
challenges….and that has certainly proven to be the case. The Spirit is at work in small and bigger ways through
his people – you and me. The churches in Thames North Synod demonstrate that we are all one in Christ, whatever
our background and whatever our age. But these have been, and continue to be, challenging times with Ministers
under great pressure because of having to minister more widely as well as leading churches into a post pandemic
world (and of course that also applies to Elders, Office Holders and volunteers generally) and churches are anxious
about what the future holds.
As we move into the Advent season (again) it is an opportunity to rediscover hope. Surely God has given seasons
like a heartbeat to keep us alive. Surely that is true of Advent with its important focus on hope. No doubt at the end
of 2022 there will still be challenges but in the meantime we are called to live, share and proclaim the message of
hope which is at the heart of the Scriptures, our faith and the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Myself and my family (Linda, Nathan, Emily, Jacob and Reuben) would like to wish you a happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year. Despite the frustrations of living and commuting from Surrey and searching for a new home, we
can now look forward to moving to Watford in early December which will complete our new beginnings in Thames
North Synod.
May the words of the prophet Isaiah encourage us all and fill us with hope as we finish 2021 and move into 2022.
A green Shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stump,
from his roots a budding Branch.

Revd George Watt
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Ed: We don’t produce an Annual Report now but it’s good to have news of how one of the uniformed organisations associated
with us has responded to the challenges of the past 18 months
Tyler Scouts Report

Well, what an interesting year it has been. I am pleased to report that Tyler Scouts continues to be as active as
ever and the troop numbers have grown to 34 Scouts, one third of which are girls – our highest ratio yet.
Despite repeated lockdowns, confusing covid-19 rules, ever changing health & safety advice and new challenges
with technology (I never want to hear the word ‘Zoom’ again) Tyler Scouts has maintained our exciting and diverse
programme.
We continued to meet every week throughout the lockdowns, most of this was virtually, and we had great engagement from the Scouts. We used the lockdown as an opportunity to provide training to the Scouts during our weekly
meetings on subjects ranging from map reading and knots to photography and video editing. We had evenings on
communications and cooking and we played quizzes and games.
In between the virtual sessions, when we were allowed to meet face to face, we were back in the Wick and around
St Albans putting these skills into practice. We created a movies, we built fires and cooked on them and we tested
our Scouts through a series of challenge based wide games. The group recently took delivery of a new set of pioneering poles and the photo attached shows the troop testing the knot and lashing skills on the epic structure they
built.

It is delightful that we are now meeting back face to face and looking forward to a return to traditional Scouting evenings, putting our skills into practice and learning about new aspects of the world – as I write this the COP26 summit is going on and we will be doing some activities with the Scouts to help them understand the current global environmental challenges.
Unfortunately this year we have said goodbye to two of our leaders, Dave and Lily – I thank them immensely for
their work, contributions and knowledge to the troop over the years. Likewise my thanks goes to our current leadership team of Andy, Paul, Fiona & Marcos – their continued help and support makes the troop and we couldn’t operate or complete any of our activities without their incredible support. We are on the hunt for new adults to join the
volunteer leadership team, so if you are reading this, please do consider volunteering. The time commitment is
minimal, we supply all the training you need, we’ll never ask you to do something your are not happy with and it
really is great fun and hugely rewarding.
Over the last year we awarded four of our Scouts the Chief Scouts Gold Award – the highest award in the Scout
age section – this is a tribute to these Scouts’ commitment and hard work. In all this year 8 of our Scouts have
moved up to the Explorer section (ages 14-18) and they will be a huge asset to their new unit

I look forward to another successful year with Tyler Scouts.
Simon Thurlby
Scout Leader – Tyler Scouts
18th St Albans Scout Group
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YOUTH & FAMILIES NEWS
Autumn Fun – Monday 25th October
Following the success of Summer Fun, we held another well attended Children’s
Craft Morning during the half term holidays, this time with an Autumnal theme.
We took time to thank God for the beauty of his creation and in particular, the
wonder of trees. Entry was free but donations again were sent to the Woodland
Trust.
Children’s Church has continued on Sunday mornings in the back hall led by
Anne, Pauline, Norma or Helen and in the last few weeks we have included sessions about ‘Caring for our World’ (to coincide with COP26) and Remembrance
and leading up to Christmas we will be following an Advent theme.
We thank John & Jill Hardaker for leading Forest Church on the 4th Sunday of
the month since September. This has finished now because of the dark evenings
but we are planning to restart in February.
Youth Group has been held every 1st & 3rd Sundays at 6 -7pm in the main hall
and the last meeting before Christmas will be on 5th December. A huge thanks
to Jackie Wilson for leading Youth group and thanks to those who have volunteered to help out.
Jackie organised a really fun Family Evening on 21st November when children
and families associated with Homewood Road were invited to a fun session of
‘silly games’ (Jackie’s words!) a quiz and snacks and drinks. It was a really entertaining evening, enjoyed by everyone – the highlight had to be ‘how many words
can you make out of 2 tins of Alphabetti Spaghetti?’!! And £190 was raised for
Cancer Research
Christmas
On Sunday 5th December we are joining with John to lead the Advent Family
Service on the theme of ‘Advent Candles’ – Hope, peace, joy and love.
There are also plans in place for a Christmas Crib service for Toddler Group
on Thursday 9th December and the main Crib Service at 4pm in Church on
Christmas Eve.
We hope that our families and children will be able to join us over the Christmas
period and we would like to take this opportunity to wish
you all a very blessed and joyful Christmas!

Helen Griffiths
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Why not try making your own
Advent wreath at home using
cardboard rolls, a paper plate
and green paper leaves!
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A PRAYER FOR ADVENT
Advent God,
we journey with you,
to Bethlehem’s stable
and a new-born King,
ears attuned
to the song of angels,
eyes alert
for Bethlehem’s star.
Forgive us
if on our journey
if we are distracted
by the tempting offers
of this world.
Keep our hearts aflame
with the hope
of Christmas,
and the promise
of a Saviour. Amen
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-- and an end of year record of the Homewood and Trinity Strollers at Knebworth
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SERVICES AT HOMEWOOD ROAD DECEMBER AND JANUARY

DECEMBER -Mornings at 11.00am (unless otherwise stated)
5th

Rev John Hardaker - HC Advent 2

Family Service
12th

Bob Little Advent 3

19th

Rev John Hardaker Advent 4

25th

Christmas Day 10.30am
Worship Group

26th

NO SERVICE

JANUARY -Mornings at 11.00 am (unless otherwise stated)
2nd

Rev John Hardaker - HC

9th

Richard Butler

16th

Rev John Hardaker

23rd

Stephen de Silva
WPCU Candle Exchange

30th

Cluster at Greenwood - Rev John Hardaker 10.30am
Hybrid Zoom

OTHER
DECEMBER
5th

Rev John Steele - HC 6.30pm

12th

Carol Service 6.30pm

24th

Crib Service

24th

Welcoming Christmas Day 11.30pm

4.00pm

JANUARY
16th

Martyn Macphee - HC 6.30pm

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 16th January please.
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