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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW

CHRISTMAS MESSENGERS

Dear friends,
A very happy New Year to all the Homewood Road
family! I do hope Christmas will be peaceful and suitably celebratory for you all and I’m sure the January detox after all that rich food will be well and truly in progress!
January and February can be quite bleak months, can’t
they? No major festivals or holidays, and little by way
of cheer on the weather front. It can seem a bit like an
endurance test. Yet, a New Year dawning can be a
great time of spiritual renewal and re-evaluation of
where things are at.
Our Christian experience ought never to be static. All
relationships need to remain engaging if they are to
grow and develop, and it is no less so with our relationship with God. The things that renew our relationship
with God daily are our spiritual practices of prayer, of
engaging with the texts of the Bible, in sharing with one
another in fellowship and in engaging in service in our
community in whatever form we are called to. It is in
the every day things that we meet and encounter the
God of the Every Day.
This January and February, we turn our focus towards
the person of Christ as we meet for worship each week.
We ask who he is, why he is important, what he does,
and how we might respond
I hope that we can do what we can to inspire and invigorate your spiritual life at the beginning of 2017 and beyond.

—-the host of over 400 woolly angels which were distributed in St Albans shortly before Christmas, with
short messages and a hashtag identifying Homewood
Road URC as the source. The response has been tremendous, with one 8 year old girl telling us that she
had sent her angel to her cousins in Cornwall “to
spread the love”. Our thanks go to the many members
and friends who have been knitting so enthusiastically— around four times as many angels appeared as
last year. Who knows what next year will bring?!

A REMINDER ABOUT PHOTOS ——
Every blessing
Andrew
At our 75th Anniversary
Service on 6 November, and much to his
surprise, the Rev Alun
Hopkins was presented
with a certificate recognizing almost 60 years
of part time ministry
service. Alun calculated
that if he added together the preparation and
delivery time of all the
services he has been
responsible
for,
it
equated to about 6
years of full time ministry—a remarkable record. Alun is, of course,
still very much involved at Homewood Road, particularly in the preparation and execution of choir services.
Many congratulations, Alun - and our grateful thanks.

If you have photographs for display, perhaps of a
church event, close family wedding, fundraising endeavours or similar, please send them to Judith Osei
using the email address:
homewoodurcphotos@gmail.com
Judith is kindly acting as a bringer together of church
related photos, - she will, from time to time, be arranging displays in the foyer. Thank you.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays 17th January, 21st February
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome
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ADVANCE NOTICE: WOMEN’S WORLD DAY
OF PRAYER
Friday 3 March 2017
AM I BEING UNFAIR TO YOU? (Taken from Matthew
20:1-16)
This service, based on the above bible passage, has
been compiled by the Christian women of the Philippines.
The Republic of the Philippines is a sovereign island
country situated in the Western Pacific Ocean with a population of over 100 million.

CHURCHES CALL FOR GOVERNMENT
AND UN TO ACT ON ALEPPO
The United Nations has warned mass starvation in
Aleppo is a real prospect if aid is not allowed in. As
the city comes under further bombardment and food
is about to run out; Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Sikh
and Hindu faith leaders – including the Revd John
Proctor, General Secretary of the United Reformed
Church – call on the UK government to act.

Joint Statement Calling for the
Urgent Delivery of Humanitarian Aid to Aleppo

This archipelago comprises over 7000 islands with Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao the main islands.
The Philippines is in the Pacific Ring of Fire close to the . We, UK faith leaders, jointly call on the UK Government to act to support the urgent delivery of aid to
Equator which contributes to the high incidence of tythose besieged in Aleppo.
phoons and earthquakes—around 20 per year.
Roman Catholic and different Protestant denominations
are represented. Women study theology and are ordained in Protestant churches and serve as bishops and
other high ranking roles.
Today many women often take on the roll as breadwinner and although the constitution provides for equal
rights, in practice Filipino women are discriminated
against and treated as subordinates in society.
The challenge in the Philippines is to work together to
spread a local and global culture of economic and social
justice, friendship, care and compassion.
Come & share in this service at one of the following
churches:
St Leonards Sandridge 10.30am
Marlborough Road Methodist Church 2.30pm
(please note the change of church from last year)
St. Bartholomews 8pm
Joyce Nunn

In eastern Aleppo, an estimated 250,000 people,
including 100,000 children, have been cut off from
food and medical supplies since August 2016. The
UN warns that there will soon be no food left in the
besieged part of the city.
This is an ancient city which has been home to people of many faiths, we pray for all those still in the
city and call for action to preserve the lives of the
people of Aleppo.
The situation is now desperate, yet the UN is still
being prevented from delivering desperately needed
aid to the besieged civilians. It seems a very real
possibility that the world could stand by whilst
250,000 people are facing starvation.
As faith leaders we bear witness to the suffering of
all those in the city of Aleppo. We call on the UK
government to take action at an international level,
including in the UN General Assembly, and to provide practical support to facilitate the delivery of aid
to civilians in the city.
The UK can lead the way in alleviating the terrible
suffering of the people of Aleppo, we pray that action is taken to come to their aid.

WINTER FAIR
The Winter Fair raised slightly over £3000, an amazing
total, particularly given that we were competing with a
great many other events on the day. Grateful thanks go
to all those who contributed in any way whether by donating, purchasing raffle tickets, serving on a stall or in
the kitchen, or just coming along and
taking part. Special thanks to Mary
Lees and Diana Devereux whose final
Fair as organisers this was; they will
be a hard act to follow!
Source: URC website
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB
Our next book club takes place on Monday 6th February 2017 at 7.15pm
– 8.15pm. This month, we will consider a book by Brian McLaren
entitled ‘Naked Spirituality’. Intriguing title, I’m sure you’ll agree! This
book is all about looking at the very core of our spiritual lives with all of
the usual paraphernalia cast aside. It explores the cycle of life that we all
often share and how faith does and doesn’t make sense at those times.
The author suggests that its not that we lose faith or find it, rather, we
move in different seasons where different things are meaningful or not.
This book is an easy read, infused with stories and personal reflection,
and one which, I’m sure, serve to strengthen and encourage you.
On the night of the club, having read the book, individuals come and
simply share their reflections on the book, the good and the challenging.
It’s a good hour of conversation together.
This time round, there is a sample copy of the book on the table at the
back of church for you to browse to give you an idea of the content. The
book is available to buy at all good book stores, and if they don’t have it
in stock, they can order it for you. If you have any trouble, please let Andrew know.
To whet your appetite, here are a couple of reviews of the book previously considered by the Book Club:
Don’t be put off by the title – probably the publisher was trying to intrigue people
into buying the book and maybe interest people who had been turned off by organised religion in the past. Dave Tomlinson’s book is full of advice on how to be a better human being as well as a good Christian – which after all is what being a Christian should be about – and I would highly recommend it!
It is a wonderful book – inspirational and full of wisdom - yet easy to read and written with a common sense approach to Christianity in our world today.
Tomlinson helps us explore our faith and spirituality – encouraging us to experience
God everywhere and in everything. In his view, ‘every joyful experience, every kindness, every loving partnership or friendship, every expression of beauty or new discovery is a taste of heaven’.
He believes that God interacts with the world in love…… and is a God who shares
our suffering and carries our grief.
The book includes entertaining accounts of conversations he has had with ordinary
people who have been put off organised religion in the past – and it is easy to relate
their words to our own times of struggle and doubt. Tomlinson seems to have a
wonderful gift of being able to understand the spiritual instincts and needs of ordinary people.
A review by Melanie Carroll of ‘Together’ sums up how I feel about the book….

‘Honest, intelligent, articulate, insightful and with an air of urbane wisdom, this book really shines for me. Above
all it's a book which is easy to read and understand, one that opens Christianity to those outside it, on the fringes of it and just as importantly to those already inside it.’
Our own Jeffrey John, Dean of St Albans, acknowledges the problem that our institutional church has with communication…
‘If the Christian faith is ever to capture the imagination of our culture, we have to learn the lessons of this book.’
I would definitely recommend that you give this book a read.
There were five of us (including Andrew) at the last Book Club meeting and it is surprising how much more you
get out of a book when you’ve had the opportunity to discuss it afterwards over a cuppa with friends.
Helen Griffiths
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB (cont’d)

NEWS FROM CTSA ( cont’d)

I enjoyed the book and found it easy to read. His style
of writing is friendly and down to earth. The chapters
haveh eadings like “Laughing with God” and “A wing
and a prayer”.

New Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain

Dave is vicar of St Luke's church in Holloway but his
ministry started out in a pub in Clapham for disaffected
church goers. He uses the book to tell several true stories about people he has met and how Christianity has
impacted on their lives. He gives practical guidance rather than doctrinal teaching. He recommends the Prayer
of Serenity as a daily mantra and a spiritual practice for
life.::
God grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can
and wisdom to know the difference.
Also he notes the value of repetitive praying and concludes a chapter with this prayer from New Zealand:
It is night after a long day.
What has been done has been done;
what has not been done has not been done;
let it be.
Very helpful for any Christian, bad or otherwise.
Helen Mooney

NEWS FROM CTSA
Report of the most recent Forum – October 2016.

Paul Blande, the Emergency Measures Officer, came
along to speak and show a slide show highlighting past
and possible Emergency situations that have and could
arise and the sort of response that was made. These
included local flooding, explosions, danger of arms explosions, train crashes, attempted bombing and a sink
hole. Churches’ contributions to any helpful responses
to various situations would be welcomed along with
other agency responses, depending on the situation
involved. Mike Elliott led a discussion to consider what
the churches might have to offer in any given emergency. The results need to be more fully looked into and co
-ordinated to give a fuller picture of what resources etc.
might be available. The means of supplying these also
needs to be fully researched in co-operation with Paul
Blande. While we are aware that one of our greatest
assets might be our premises and any specific expertise e.g. IT, medical or counselling etc., there may be
training available that could increase those abilities, and
we hope this will be looked into and facilitated after a
meeting between Revd Callan Slipper, Paul Blande and
others. It was acknowledged that in the event of a local
emergency individuals priority might well be the safety
of family and homes, not to rush to church to rally and
offer more general assistance.

From the new year Revd. Simon Carver will take
on the role of Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain at
the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St. Albans. He
will be welcomed into the post at Evensong, 6.30
pm on 22nd January at the beginning of the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity. The Cathedral have
extended an invitation to any who would like to join
the congregation in welcoming him to the Chaplaincy at this service. Revd. Carver will take over
the role from Revd. Peter Hudson who has held
the post for a considerable number of years and is
well known to many Christians in St. Albans, both
from the Free Church tradition and others. His
leaving the Chaplaincy comes after a time of waiting for a replacement to be found. We at Churches
Together in St. Albans would like to send him our
thanks and appreciation for all his work in Ecumenism as a Chaplain, Minister and friend. We wish
him well in his retirement.
St. Albans Rough Sleeper Initiative.
For some time the churches, particularly the City
Centre churches, have been planning and trying to
organise help for Rough Sleepers in St. Albans.
The discussions have continued during the course
of the year and several barriers have now been
overcome. It is still uncertain whether the hopes
will come to fruition this winter but work is continuing with that aim. Information will be circulated as
soon as it is available. Please note that Churches
Together have decided on this Initiative as our
Charity for the Year 2017, which means that – assuming it is a viable project – any money donated
at the Service of Unity at the Cross on Good Friday
at the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St. Albans
(after expenses have been deducted) will be given
to this worthy cause.

VIGIL FOR THE EARTH
Evening of quiet refection and prayer
for climate justice
Monday 12th December 2016
St Stephen’s Church, Watling
Street ,St Albans, AL1 2PX
7.30-9.00pm. Open to those of any
faith or none.
9.00pm Short time of organised Christian Prayer
ALL WELCOME
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GREETINGS FROM FLORIDA —-

FROM COFFEE CLUB

As some will know, Jim and Marion Allan have recently
spent a month in Florida. While they were there, they visited a local church and sent back the following report:

Many thanks once again to everyone who supported and
contributed to our cake stalls throughout the year. We
raised a magnificent £810 for Singing For The Brain Group
(affiliated to the Alzheimer's Society).

“For the last two Sundays Jim and I have joined Margaret
and Donald Longmuir (fellow HRURC member) at a local
Presbyterian Church in Estero, Florida where the Pastor is
Rev Kevin Morris. We have been made very welcome and
some members are joking about putting a Union Jack at
the pew where we sit!
The service is quite interactive with members taking part
in Trivia questions about the Bible led by the Pastor to
open the service; news and announcements made by individuals and the congregation openly expressing their
concerns and joys to be included in prayer.
The church is on a large corner site close to Highway
41. It is a modern, functional building with comfortable
pews and a good sound system. The age group is very
similar to our own, no children at all which is perhaps not
too surprising for this retirement state. The service is similar also - hymns, readings and a short sermon but starts
at 9.30am.
After the service tea/coffee is served with a tasty spread
of fruit, cakes, popcorn and savoury bites in the Fellowship Hall where everyone sits around tables to chat and
enjoy fellowship. This week the Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes for the Samaritan's Purse were collected. I
must say it has felt very comfortable to worship there. “

Four of us were able to attend one of the Friday afternoon meetings and present the cheque, as well as join in
with the singing and activities which are so wonderfully led
by Wendy Hyams (Group Co-ordinator ) There was absolutely no doubt as to how beneficial the session was to both
carers and those being cared for. It was very reassuring to
know that we have helped towards ensuring the group is
financially sound for the future.
Next year we are having a different venture! We will be running a Charity Bridge Afternoon on Thursday April 6th in the
main hall. This will include an afternoon tea and raffle so we
will still be asking for your support with baking and contributing.
If you are a bridge player then do keep the date free - it will
be tables of 4 - cost - £10 per person. All further details will
be available in the New Year including our chosen Charity.
Thank you again for your continued support.
Pauline Blacket

POEM FOR THE PROOF READER
Eye halve a spelling chequer
It came with my pea sea
It plainly marques for my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.
Eye strike a quay and type a word
And weight four it two say
Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weigh.
As soon as a mist ache is maid

It nose bee four two long
And eye can put the error rite
Its rare lea ever wrong.
BONS MOTS


I try to take one day at a time but sometimes
several days attack me at once

Eye have run this poem threw it



I would be unstoppable if I could just get started

Its letter perfect awl the weigh



A banker is some one who lends
you an umbrella when the sun is
shining and asks for it back when
it starts to rain

My chequer tolled me sew.

I am shore your pleased two no

With acknowledgement to “All For One “, Retford ,May 2016
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In January, we support Embrace the
Middle East ( formerly Bible Lands).
The Rev Brian Jolly, a URC minister
from North west England, is one of its
Trustees.
Embrace supports transformational
projects in the Middle East which help
vulnerable and marginalised people to
achieve their potential.
It works through the historic Christian communities of
the region, who for two thousand years have been 'salt
and light' to the people they serve.
The vision: Lives and communities in the Middle East
transformed by the compassion of Christ.
The mission: To partner with Middle East Christians
as they bring healing and hope to all who face poverty
and injustice.
Investing in education is one of the most powerful and
effective ways to lift people out of poverty and equip
them with the skills to help themselves and transform
their communities. Currently Embrace supports projects in Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt and Syria.
Embrace provides bursaries for children at 17 Christian schools in East Jerusalem, the West Bank and
Gaza. Here is one example:
Karim's story:
Children like Karim whose father died suddenly of a
heart attack. Karim has been living with his disabled
mother and two sisters in one very small room. Despite
sleeping on the floor every night, Karim says, ‘It is true,
we are very poor, but we are happy together and can
manage with whatever god provides, thanks to him!’
Karim dreams of being an aerospace engineer; he
loves science and maths. When speaking of the bursary he receives from Embrace he says, ‘I am lucky and
sincerely hope they will continue helping me to start in
school in the coming years”.
Community development projects are another area of
work. They are practical and have a significant impact
on a community. Embrace the Middle East supports
a wide variety of projects that help develop community:
schools in refugee camps, housing and infrastructure
projects, reconciliation programmes, micro-finance
schemes, food security programmes and literacy projects.

It aims to continue to create strong links throughout the
local community and is passionate about reaching out
to support communities from every culture, age and
gender, in an effort to help anyone who is dealing with
bereavement
A “Buddy Service” was launched in 2013, aimed at
helping the over 55 age group broaden their social
horizons and build new friendships following the loss of
a loved one
Bereavement Matters also work in partnership with
many local primary and secondary schools to help
support children and young people who are trying to
come to terms with the loss of a family member or special person in their lives.
Strengthening links with local GP surgeries is another
way in which the charity looking to increase awareness
of the support and services available to the local community. Doctors play a key role in signposting those in
need of bereavement support to the organisation.
Bereavement Matters has no religious affiliation
but works in partnership with various faith groups established in the local area. Its fundamental aspiration is
to provide support to the vulnerable, elderly, disabled
and those in need of bereavement support from the
diverse mix of cultural and ethnic groups in the St Albans District.

.

In February, we support Bereavement Matters, the
bereavement network in St Albans.
This local charity has held conferences, organised
an open day for bereaved children and their families,
and established an annual Service of Remembrance
and Thanksgiving now attended by more than 1,000
people, and its ambitions continue to grow.

—- a jolly “ gathering of the clans” following the annual
Scottish service in November
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In the November More@4 we followed a Remembrance theme, learning about the importance of ‘Peace’
and the things that we do in our lives that ‘build walls’ between each other. We made some stunning remembrance wreaths and there were lots of craft activities and cooking themed on poppies and doves of
peace.

Children’s Church
Over the past couple of months we have celebrated All Saints Day and Remembrance Sunday and as I
write this article we have just started our journey through Advent and look forward to exploring the Christmas story together over the next few weeks.
We continue to meet every Sunday during the main service - so do come along and join in with the fun.
Winter Fair
On 26th November we held our annual Winter Fair. We had a Children’s Corner with a tombola and lots of
crafts and activities. Thank you to the mums and helpers who organised these activities! We would also
like to thank the Guides, Brownies and Rainbows who organised and ran some stalls – we are really
grateful for their contribution and support at this important fundraising event.
Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet on Sunday evenings from 6.00 – 7.30pm for our older children except on
the second Sunday of the month which is More@4.
In addition to fun games, really interesting discussions and lots of snacks, they are currently planning
some charity fundraising activities. Just to remind you that we are always looking for extra helpers, so if
you think you would like to get involved - please let me know

Christmas Events
At the time of writing this, these events have not yet happened but I will report back to you on their success in the next magazine!
Christmas Craft Morning
Saturday 10th December 10am – 12pm
A morning of festive fun and creative crafts in the Church – we have had a lot of fun preparing for this ‘first
-time’ event and I would like to thank all those who have volunteered to take part – there’s been a tremendous enthusiastic response!
Christmas Festival Service
Sunday 11th December – 10.30am
We are looking forward to this year’s Festive Festival Service called ’Sing a Song of Christmas’ – using
the theme of our favourite, traditional Carols to celebrate the Christmas story. Plenty of singing and drama for all ages! - and to continue the Christmas celebrations, a 'Bring and Share' lunch is planned in the
hall after the service.

Family Crib Service
Saturday 24th December – 4pm
What better way to begin our Christmas celebrations than to come around the crib and hear the story
afresh. A service for children young and old – led by Andrew and Sarah, who will be back to join us for
this event!
Happy Birthday!
We wish many happy returns to:
Eden Francis on 3rd February
Olivia Smillie on 27th February
Helen Griffiths
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Help us, O God,
to be brave like the wise men,
as we set off on an uncertain journey
to follow you this year.
It’s a new year
and we’ve come to worship you, Jesus, like the wise men did.
We haven’t brought glitzy gold. (Wave fingers)
We haven’t brought smelly frankincense. (Pinch nose)
We haven’t brought oily myrrh. (Rub hands together)
We’ve brought ourselves, just as we are. (Hug selves)
Amen.
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD DURING JANUARY & FEBRUARY

As the New Year begins, we launch a new series of messages in our 10.30am
service built around the person of Jesus, the Christ. We explore who he is,
what he came to do, and what all that means for us.
1st January 2017( with Holy Communion)
‘Our Future Hope’ - this message explores the promise of eternal life. We
look at what hope in Christ means for the future and for now.
8th January 2017
We welcome visiting preacher, Adrian Bagg.
15th January 2017
‘Jesus: The Lover’ – expounding the nature of God’s love for us, expressed in
Jesus.
22nd January 2017
‘Jesus: The Liberator’ – looking at various aspects of Jesus’ life’s work, setting
us free to love and serve God.
29th January 2017
‘Jesus: The Life-Giver’ - we investigate Jesus’ transforming impact on the
lives of those around him.
5th February 2017 (with Holy Communion)
‘Jesus: The Leader’ – what did it mean for the disciples to align themselves
with Jesus’ life and teaching?
12th February 2017
John Steele will lead our worship.
19th February 2017
‘Jesus: The Christ’ – we ask what is significant about Jesus being ‘The Christ’
26th February 2017
We celebrate our Welsh links with our Welsh Service for St David’s Day.
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SUNDAY EVENINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD DURING JANUARY AND FEBRUARY
This year, there will be fewer evening services, generally two a month rather than four, for 10 months of
the year. This reflects the fact that many evening services have very low attendances, and the Elders have
taken the view the view that it is rather discourteous, particularly to visiting preachers, to ask them to do
a lot of preparation only to find, as on some occasions in the past year, that the duty elders, the pianist,
and perhaps a couple of others are the congregation. However, we shall still continue with services led by
the Elders, and with a number of special services– and the occasional visiting preacher! We shall also
continue to have a monthly evening Holy Communion.
630pm
15th January

Martyn Macphee Holy Communion

22nd January Churches Together in Marshalswick –a service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
“Reconciliation – The Love of Christ Compels Us”. Andrew Clark and Guest Preacher
5th February The Elders
19th February Martyn Macphee Holy Communion

A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead.
Source : www. appleseeds.org

rows and pain,
But by strengthening you
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all
sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear
it, as it comes;
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