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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW  

Are you the kind who makes New Year Resolutions?  Or, 
have you given it up as a bad job?  I tend to be a fairly 
reflective type and enjoy sitting down to review the year 
just gone and jot down some goals or aims for the com-
ing year.  If youôre anything like me, youôll have known a 
fair few failures on the resolution front, but you may also 
know that if you can do something for 21 days, according 
to the psychologists, then there is every chance you 
have mastered a habit for lifeéso they say!  Iôve found 
over the years that you really do have to give something 

a good chance for it to be established. 

Some of you may remember, or even have raised an 
eyebrow at, John Lennon and Yoko Onoôs provocative 
song óGive Peace a Chanceô.  The song highlights so 
many of the worldôs factions that they saw, from the sub-
lime to the ridiculous, and called upon them to lay it 
aside and see how peace might work.  In a world that 
seems quick to resort to take up arms and act in tit-for-tat 
retaliation, one might ask if peace will ever have a 
chance?  Leonard Cohen, the great American singer, in 
his song óAnthemô, states that the dove of peace óis never 

free.ô 

I canôt control the decisions of the nations, but what I can 
do is build my own resolve.  Paul says that, as Chris-
tians, ñwe do not wage war as the world does.  The 
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. 
On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish 
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every preten-
sion that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, 
and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christò (2 Corinthians 10: 3 ï 5).  For me, this means that 
we choose not to hate, not to divide, not to discriminate, 
not to believe the worst.  Instead, we ask how can we 
reflect the mind and cause of Christ, how can we work 
for good, and how can we be the answer to the prayer 
óyour Kingdom come, your will be done.ô We choose 

love.  We choose peace. 

Idealistic?  Maybe.  Naïve? Could be.  Our call, however, 
remains a steadfast challenge: to make the way of Christ 
our path, goal and habit.  How else can we follow a 

Prince of Peace? 

 

Every blessing,  

Andrew  

 
-------------  TO ALL OUR READERS. MAY 2016 BE A 

PEACEFUL AND INSIGHTFUL YEAR FOR US ALL.  

 

In September, Rev John Steele was pleased to baptise 
Jack Frampton, grandson of Carolyn Christie, long-
standing member of the Homewood Road family. Here 

is a happy memento of the occasion. 

CONGRATULATIONS  ------ 

 --  to everyone who helped with or contributed in any 
way to the Winter Fair at the end of November.  Over 
£3300 had been raised at time of writing, and there 
were lots of smiles of enjoyment on the day.  All the 
stalls were attractively laid out with plenty to tempt 
buyers, the raffle was well stocked with prizes and 
proved very popular, and after all that shopping, deli-
cious lunches and a cup of tea or coffee were there to 

be enjoyed.  

Thanks again to all 

Mary & Diana  

Ed: and thank you from all of us to you for getting everyone 
organised to make it happen. 

A BIG ñTHANK YOUò ------- 
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AFTERNOON TEA CLUB  

Tuesdays -  19 January, 16 February  

Back Hall -  3.00pm  - All welcome  

The 2016 Women's World Day of Prayer service has 

been compiled by Christian women of Cuba. 

The Cuban National Committee and representatives  
from ecumenical organisations came together to de-
velop the service. It was then circulated by the Interna-
tional Committee and translated into more than 60 lan-

guages and 1000 dialects. 

You are warmly invited to this interdenominational ser-
vice of worship and to gain an insight into the lives of 

women in Cuba today. 

Services will be held as follows: 

St Leonardôs, Sandridge   10.30am 

Dagnall St Baptist Church    2.30pm 

St Julianôs, Abbey Avenue, Cottonmill   8.00pm 

HOMEWOOD AND TRINITY STROLLERS  

EARLY NOTICE: WOMENôS WORLD DAY 

OF PRAYER - FRIDAY 4 MARCH 

The Strollers will be getting into their stride again early 

in the year. Dates for your diary are: 

21 January - walk to be led by Robert Thomson and 

Jenny Graham 

25 February - walk to be led by Hilary & Philip Tyrell 

Look out for more detail in church. 

PRE SERVICE PRAYER TIME 

The pre service prayer gathering takes place on the 2nd  
and 4th  Sundays of the month. Praying together is a 

powerful and important part of our worship; doing so 
outside of the service allows a wider range and style of 
prayer to be explored. We meet in the vestry at 9.45am; 

do come along ; it can be very rewarding. 

Dick Nunn & Heather Olsen  

On 3 October, the church hall resounded to a lot of 
laughter as a series of ñhorse racesò were held. But 
fear not, no animals were harmed in the process - and 

hereôs the evidence!: 

HARVEST FUN REMEMBERED 


