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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW
Are you the kind who makes New Year Resolutions? Or,
have you given it up as a bad job? I tend to be a fairly
reflective type and enjoy sitting down to review the year
just gone and jot down some goals or aims for the coming year. If you‟re anything like me, you‟ll have known a
fair few failures on the resolution front, but you may also
know that if you can do something for 21 days, according
to the psychologists, then there is every chance you
have mastered a habit for life…so they say! I‟ve found
over the years that you really do have to give something
a good chance for it to be established.
Some of you may remember, or even have raised an
eyebrow at, John Lennon and Yoko Ono‟s provocative
song „Give Peace a Chance‟. The song highlights so
many of the world‟s factions that they saw, from the sublime to the ridiculous, and called upon them to lay it
aside and see how peace might work. In a world that
seems quick to resort to take up arms and act in tit-for-tat
retaliation, one might ask if peace will ever have a
chance? Leonard Cohen, the great American singer, in
his song „Anthem‟, states that the dove of peace „is never
free.‟
I can‟t control the decisions of the nations, but what I can
do is build my own resolve. Paul says that, as Christians, “we do not wage war as the world does. The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.
On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God,
and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 5). For me, this means that
we choose not to hate, not to divide, not to discriminate,
not to believe the worst. Instead, we ask how can we
reflect the mind and cause of Christ, how can we work
for good, and how can we be the answer to the prayer
„your Kingdom come, your will be done.‟ We choose
love. We choose peace.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
------------- TO ALL OUR READERS. MAY 2016 BE A
PEACEFUL AND INSIGHTFUL YEAR FOR US ALL.

CONGRATULATIONS -----In September, Rev John Steele was pleased to baptise
Jack Frampton, grandson of Carolyn Christie, longstanding member of the Homewood Road family. Here
is a happy memento of the occasion.

Idealistic? Maybe. Naïve? Could be. Our call, however,
remains a steadfast challenge: to make the way of Christ
our path, goal and habit. How else can we follow a
Prince of Peace?

A BIG “THANK YOU” ------Every blessing,
Andrew

-- to everyone who helped with or contributed in any
way to the Winter Fair at the end of November. Over
£3300 had been raised at time of writing, and there
were lots of smiles of enjoyment on the day. All the
stalls were attractively laid out with plenty to tempt
buyers, the raffle was well stocked with prizes and
proved very popular, and after all that shopping, delicious lunches and a cup of tea or coffee were there to
be enjoyed.
Thanks again to all
Mary & Diana
Ed: and thank you from all of us to you for getting everyone
organised to make it happen.
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EARLY NOTICE: WOMEN’S WORLD DAY PRE SERVICE PRAYER TIME
OF PRAYER - FRIDAY 4 MARCH
The 2016 Women's World Day of Prayer service has
been compiled by Christian women of Cuba.
The Cuban National Committee and representatives
from ecumenical organisations came together to develop the service. It was then circulated by the International Committee and translated into more than 60 languages and 1000 dialects.
You are warmly invited to this interdenominational service of worship and to gain an insight into the lives of
women in Cuba today.
Services will be held as follows:
St Leonard‟s, Sandridge

10.30am

Dagnall St Baptist Church

2.30pm

St Julian‟s, Abbey Avenue, Cottonmill

8.00pm

The pre service prayer gathering takes place on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays of the month. Praying together is a
powerful and important part of our worship; doing so
outside of the service allows a wider range and style of
prayer to be explored. We meet in the vestry at 9.45am;
do come along ; it can be very rewarding.
Dick Nunn & Heather Olsen

HARVEST FUN REMEMBERED
On 3 October, the church hall resounded to a lot of
laughter as a series of “horse races” were held. But
fear not, no animals were harmed in the process - and
here‟s the evidence!:

HOMEWOOD AND TRINITY STROLLERS
The Strollers will be getting into their stride again early
in the year. Dates for your diary are:
21 January - walk to be led by Robert Thomson and
Jenny Graham
25 February- walk to be led by Hilary & Philip Tyrell
Look out for more detail in church.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays - 19 January, 16 February
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome
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May we suggest a
NEW YEAR RESOLUTION?
Could you join local volunteers in the
St Albans Good Neighbour Scheme
who have been making a difference to the lives
of hundreds of local people over 35 years?
We are currently seeking new drivers to escort people to medical
appointments, the shops, visit friends/family – mileage allowance paid.
The volunteers tell us which days they are available and how often
they wish to help. We also need volunteers to receive telephone calls
(between 9am and 1pm) in their own homes just one day a month to
match the client’s needs with the services our volunteers offer –
telephone expenses paid. A friendly telephone manner, clear
handwriting and a desire to help others is all that is required -training given.

We hope to continue our service to the local
community and would welcome your help for a
Scheme which is much appreciated by so many.
Please telephone the Scheme on
St Albans 830713 to find out more or visit
our website: www: sagns.org
Company No: 367149
Registered Charity No:1074638
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WHAT ABOUT THE ORGANIST?-A SEQUEL
Following Mary Cook‟s article in the previous edition of the Herald, she came across this amusing visual depiction of the organist‟s art:

Reproduced by kind permission of Morwenna Brett, 'The Lady Organist' on-line magazine : www.theladyorganist.com

Apart from booking singers, this pretty much reflects the challenges facing our organists at HR -- so spare them
a kind thought each week!

COFFEE CLUB
The next Coffee Club meeting will be on Friday January 22nd 8pm at Yvonne Morrison‟s home.
We would like to thank everyone for supporting our Charity Cake Stalls over the past year – we raised an amazing £675 for Count the Kicks and the first £518 of this was doubled by „Mumsnet‟ which made a grand total of
£1,198 – a very substantial amount of money for a small charity which has seen huge growth over the past year.
In addition to this we have also donated £50 from our general funds to St Albans and District Talking Newspapers – this small amount enables them to buy a „Boombox‟ which is most beneficial as they are a local charity
that depend entirely on voluntary donations.
In 2016 we will by popular demand be continuing with the cake stalls! The first of these is on Sunday February
28th following the Welsh Society Service so please make a note in the diary.
Our chosen charity is yet to be confirmed – as are the dates for further cake stalls, so please listen out for more
information.
Thank you for your continued support.

Pauline Blacket
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SENTIMENTAL CHRISTMAS
By Lawrence Moore, Director Windermere Centre
Sentiment can be dangerous. Now, let me say right off
that I‟m incredibly sentimental: I cry at sad, poignant
movies and love feel-good stories. I want to cheer when
the goodies win, the baddies get theirs and the princess
gets her prince. And there‟s nothing wrong with that sort
of sentiment.
It becomes dangerous when we prioritise fluffy feelings
that leave us with a warm glow over costly, gritty engagement with things that need changing. So it‟s easy
to be choked up with the winsome, beaming Tiny Tim
saying, “God bless us, ev‟ryone!” into the cinematic
fadeout of A Christmas Carol, and forget that Dickens
wrote his novel as a savage indictment of the gap between the haves and the have-nots in Victorian England. His point is that, for God‟s blessings to be real – to
put food on the tables of the starving – the Scrooges of
this world have to be converted from their addiction to
their wealth.
Dickens was on to something fundamental about the
meaning of Christmas: God comes among us in Jesus
to change the world. John puts it this way: “God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order to save it” (John 3:17). Christmas is a salvation
story. And if we‟re attentive to the biblical story of Exodus (the paradigmatic salvation story in the Hebrew
scriptures), that should flag to us that it is going to be a
story of power struggles, terror, and death, as well as
rescue, liberation and new life.
Which of course is exactly what the Jesus story is. It‟s a
story of God‟s offer of our world transformed into the
Kingdom of God – a place of Life, and love, and flourishing, rather than despair and death. But that sort of
transformation doesn‟t come easily. It‟s an Easter process: the principalities and powers that get to say how
things are have first to be confronted. What we learn at
Easter is that they cannot be overthrown by any human
agency: it is only God who can save us.
That is why salvation is an Easter story. It costs. It costs
God. We see just how much when we look up at the
cross and see the Christmas baby broken, bleeding,
tortured, mocked, and hear him saying, “This is for
you!” The New World of Easter Sunday can only be
born out of the horrifying events of Good Friday.
Luke wants to tell us that this is the Good News of
Christmas: God has come in Jesus to confront the powers that hold sway. It‟s a very specific challenge: God
has come to change the world order so that the victims
are saved from their persecutors. Instead of being the
ones who are everywhere and always the losers in government policies and power plays – the “foreverexpendables” – they find themselves at the front of the
queue in the new world order. Listen to what Mary tells
us of God‟s plans in Jesus:

He has shown strength with his arm …
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
And lifted up the lowly;
He has filled the hungry with good things,
And sent the rich away empty.
(Luke 1: 46ff – selected)
Matthew tells us the same thing very differently: his Christmas scene has magi – wise men from the East – worshipping Jesus as the new-born King of the Jews. They are
wise because they recognise that Jesus, and not Herod, is
the true king.
This is not a scene in a Junior Church nativity play for
adults to coo over and wipe away a surreptitious tear.
Matthew sets this up as a re-run of the confrontation between Moses and Pharaoh. Herod recognises the challenge to his power and his world, and moves ruthlessly to
wipe out the threat, just as he will wipe out his very own
children to ensure that his world remains intact. God‟s salvation in Jesus, Matthew reminds us, comes only at the
expense of the innocent victims – the infants of Bethlehem, John the Baptist later, and ultimately, Jesus (who is
Immanuel – “God with us”).
So we dare not attend yet another nativity play and sing
all the old carols in order to “feel like it‟s Christmas” again.
If we do only that, we‟re left with the Christmas tableau in
our minds – shepherds, kings and angels, gathered
around a crib in a sentimental glow of dressing gowns, tea
towels and warm fuzzies, with no sense of impending
threat and doom.
If we don‟t see Christmas as a tableau that prefigures the
violent, terrifying end of the old order, and the costly, astounding birth of the new, we will miss God‟s wake-up call
to get our hands dirty and work with God to transform the
world.
God bless us, everyone!
Lawrence Moore.

LEXOPHILES (LOVERS OF WORDS)
He broke into song because he couldn't find the key.
A calendar's days are numbered.
A lot of money is tainted: 'Taint yours, and 'taint mine.
A boiled egg is hard to beat.
He had a photographic memory which was never developed.
When you've seen one shopping centre you've seen a
mall.
The short fortune teller who escaped from prison: a small
medium at large.

My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour …
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In January we shall be supporting
Embrace the Middle East (formerly
known as Bible Lands).
In its160 years of existence the charity
has worked in many countries in the
Near and Middle East, including Turkey, Syria, Egypt, the Balkans, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine and Cyprus.
Its aim is to improve the lives of vulnerable and disadvantaged people in the Middle East.
It does this by partnering with local Christians who provide health, education and community development
programmes to those in need - regardless of their faith
or nationality.
Embrace the Middle East is a non-governmental, inter-denominational charity.
Currently Embrace supports projects in Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt and Syria, where it has been supporting the work of local church leaders to bring food to
internally displaced persons.
Embrace focus broadly on three issues:
education, health and community development. However, the needs vary massively in each community.
In Upper Egypt it supports grass-roots community
development, with housing schemes, vocational training and literacy programmes.

In February, we support the Bereavement Network, St Albans.
Bereavement Matters - the St Albans & District
Bereavement Network - offers practical support to
anyone in the St Albans District regardless of race,
creed or culture.
Established in 2002, its network of volunteers offer
support, visiting and counselling to those in need.
Each year, the Network:
answers more than 1500 calls to its helpline
provides more than 5000 hours of counselling
support to adults, families, young people and
children
advises many professionals, organisations,
and carers of grieving adults, young people
and children
Clinical and administration services are run from
small rented premises in Catherine Street, St Albans.
The Network has a team of only 4 part-time paid
staff, plus volunteers comprising a telephone helpline
team, visitors and counsellors. The service works to
the British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy (BACP) professional guidelines and good
practice standards. BACP is the largest professional
body representing counselling and psychotherapy in
the UK. The Bereavement Network also offers carefully designed training schemes and have supervisory structures in place to encourage, develop and
maintain a highly motivated and skilful team of over
100 volunteers.

In Cairo it supports work with the refugee community.
In the Bekaa Valley in Lebanon, the focus is on
Syrian refugees, providing emergency relief aid and
education.
In Beirut the focus is more on education and helping those with disabilities.
In Palestine, the charity is engaged in reconciliation work with the next generation of Palestinian leaders as well as in education, food security and primary
healthcare.
Partnerships exist with a wide range of bodies, including schools, hospitals and foundations working with
children and adults with special needs.
See more at www.embraceme.org

WORDS OF WISDOM?
The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts tomorrow
Money will buy a fine dog but only kindness
will make him wag his tail
If you don‟t have a sense of humour, you
probably don‟t have any sense at all
A good time to keep your mouth shut is when
you are in deep water.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORK UPDATE
More@4
In November More@4 looked at the theme of Remembrance. We had a really interesting time remembering all
those who have lost their lives in wars and thinking about why it‟s so important that we work for peace. More@4 in
January will be exploring Epiphany and finding out all about the Visit of the Wise Men to the baby Jesus. In February our theme will be Valentine‟s Day. Do join us for these fun, informal, family friendly services.
Children’s Church
Children‟s Church has had some great sessions in November and December. We‟ve looked at stories about
God‟s Kingdom, found out about All Saints Day and journeyed through Advent and the Christmas Story together.
We continue to meet every week during the main service so do join us over the next few months for stories, crafts,
activities and lots of fun.
Winter Fair
As you all know, at the November we held our annual Winter Fair. We had a Children‟s Corner with a tombola, a
book stall and lots of crafts and activities. As well as all this we had a Brownie group, a Rainbow group and two
Guide groups come and organise and run some stalls. We‟re really grateful for their contribution and their support
at this important fundraising event.
Play and Praise
Play and Praise continues to meet every week, although our numbers have been very low. If you know anyone that
you think might like to come along, please do invite them. We meet every Tuesday morning at 10.30am for candles, singing, dancing, stories and prayers. If anyone is interested in coming along to help out then please do get in
touch with me.
Youth Group
You Group continues to meet on every Sunday except the second Sunday of the month which is More@4. We‟ve
played some brilliant games and had some really interesting discussions. We meet between 6-7.30pm. Please do
pray for this venture. If anybody thinks they might like to be involved with this please do let me know. Offers of help
are always appreciated!
Christmas Events
Our Christmas Festival service will be on Sunday 13 th December at 10.30am. We‟ll be having a Crib Service again
this year on Christmas Eve at 4pm, this will be a very short, interactive service suitable for all the family and followed by refreshments. I‟m writing this before either of these events have happened so in the next Herald, I hope
to be able to report back how successful they were!
Happy Birthday
We wish many happy returns to;
Eden Francis on 3rd February
Olivia Smillie on 27th February

Sarah Green
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As we‟re celebrating Epiphany in January, have a go at thinking of a really good present you would bring to
Jesus and draw it in the space in the gift box below.
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A PRAYER FOR WINTER

There is a winter in all of our lives,
a chill and darkness that makes us yearn
for days that have gone
or put our hope in days yet to be.
Father God, you created seasons for a purpose.
Spring is full of expectation
buds breaking
frosts abating and an awakening
of creation before the first days of summer.
Now the sun gives warmth
and comfort to our lives
reviving aching joints
bringing colour, new life
and crops to fruiting.
Autumn gives nature space
to lean back, relax and enjoy the fruits of its labour
mellow colours in sky and landscape
as the earth prepares to rest.
Then winter, cold and bare as nature takes stock
rests, unwinds, sleeps until the time is right.
An endless cycle
and yet a perfect model.
We need a winter in our lives
a time of rest, a time to stand still
a time to reacquaint ourselves
with the faith in which we live.
It is only then that we can draw strength
from the one in whom we are rooted
take time to grow and rise through the darkness
into the warm glow of your springtime
to blossom and flourish
bring colour and vitality into this world
your garden.
Thank you Father
for the seasons of our lives

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent.htm#ixzz3nmnZN6Qg
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CALENDAR

10.30am

6.30 pm
(unless shown otherwise)
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

24th

Christmas Eve

11.30pm

4.00pm Crib Service

Andrew Clark
Welcoming Christmas Day

Sarah G , Andrew C & team
25th

Christmas Day

No service

Andrew Clark
27th

Andrew Clark

No service
JANUARY

3rd

Andrew Clark HC

No service

10th

Andrew Clark

Bob Little

17th

Andrew Clark

Guest preacher+ Andrew Clark
CTiM Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity

24th

Andrew Clark

Bob Little

31st

Andrew Clark

The Elders
FEBRUARY

7th
14th

Alun Hopkins HC
Adrian Bagg

Andrew Clark HC
7.00pm

CTiM Lent Course

Wk 1

Marshalswick BFC
21st

Bob Little

7.00pm

CTiM Lent Course
Marshalswick BFC

Wk 2

28th

The Choir

7.00pm

CTiM Lent Course

Wk 3

Welsh Society

Marshalswick BFC

HC = Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 31st Jan 2016, please
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