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A PRAYER FOR EPI PHANY
ChI’IS

Dear Friends,
anity, the Epiphany

M f ami |l e iBjp® Ihay iCrhgoi. s ht

GYven th)flit |Jtp y|sp Styl I IgONo% i}%k ass §IhewrS|Otne, fng%'ave
been surprised by how manwywedoames dbryechrds e@dyeral |y ce
gone full on with their demaognatag)ntsheIr@\geé|sgtniad),hyohayﬁ(
no objection to this as ChHdisditmasanids cda mmeMmEP At Net he F
should enjoy and these AdVJ&arhtuawq,eles are intended

as preparation ti me. My hope is "that we wil/ Il i ght up
more than our homes and possibly our gardens in

this festive season. The L t f rei h ass omep 4 N
the world and the darknessAgwhl ISI::'Q’ne(%'/hltgrI rs‘ebx’tl}clgou[:i sn%htéhetl‘q!
ray of hope shed by Jesus £ R er'nation.

From boy to man | have enDarie(t{]eeSvSe Oveprs thfe eart|
Christmas. Having the privl#p)gghe %? Je q? nthéls(ag;cr%%gj ‘
four generations of my fanhLI'F/,St_haeW§¥ns' f Sdea kg Ws.,
tion and thanksgiving has ilolnl ywmintaé®£sSedt hie rsemai dee st
i s not an easy season foramtl hefr aulsdsasi of ttelme visviadr t
me mor i es ar e triggered thgt g_annebv\y|@g_w helr own

uni gue mix of grief and th fuln . nel i ne can
be magni fied when we are Vesﬂe%%ueat Sa‘ té) (ﬁ ovle??] b
ones who are far from us PO Ulg _|Hntogrb tene§§ S|ft[1§te|vo
of joy and pain that the LBt SF Ssdhal st caombst |
| find the Christmas messzglgaet loqnGgohaent |](|0I C?Wtcr' P
human Iife with all its up@ndndkigf@nSs @an rth”t'd"oCnﬁ%r b.o
Jesus was not born into prbeifioerge tHdte ae nae rWht(DgeQeomles
the run from power ful and Mprusal, pshplnee wheé osoufghte Li
his deat h. He had the stigmamefi an iIIeg|t|mate birth,’
whi ch was a massive one in his day. He was ©poor

and knew hard | abour. He died young as powers col -
luded to snuff out his |ifag.| gplyid s i ght is not di mi
i shed, for I ove is stronger than deat h.

As the news of his birth was given to the young wom-

an Mary so the news of hi soJroeqhsurBr & athick @ @ oW wivr ust edand,
to the women who gathered at day break on that first
Easter morning. The Christmas Good News of incar -
nation touches every aspect of human | ife from birth
to death and beyond into the eternal hope Jesus has

won for us OUR CHRI STMAS-ANGELS

I hope we <can takecscmraftor\gnglsy,rg@msC\né,l§tdediCated at th
whatever our circumstancespe cGonfb eirs Tmégedi WitBheU@i stri
be it in Christmas fam|Iyaﬁglehrmhk@napgwiscouijtlpgjte beef o
woul d not have chosen. | mmanuel is our story too as

God draws us to himself aM@any ntvhamnks ytso @d I'r ébepgewho

once more the Light of Christ.
Christmas bl essings John.

12 DAYS OF CHRI STMAS WAL
I f you have visited churc
have seen, in the foyer,
brating the 12 days of Ch
started some time ago by t
i ng group, Shirl ey Taver)|
Bruce.

Hilda attended meetings f
she was too poorly to comdg
some bl ocks, and Shirl ey
[ln sure that Hi l da woul d
i shed -magulsthirl ey is cert
it compl ete.

Shuna Maxwel |



https://www.faithandworship.com/

AFTERNOON TEA,"

HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB

Tuesdays 21 iar yThe next book cIuH“JmmuanyMa
7.30pm in the Uppe Room an:¢
18t h Feb’:’ chosedhas We Talk About Wh e
About Gwmyd bestselling author
Back HAZ.IQ0pm Rob Bell.
Al | wel come r\—qu\
whar ¥
[ (\
A GOOD NEWS --S-FORY Vi ‘
' TALK ("
For the |l ast 3 years, a |i-t, Ife.ou, med Dominic has
been collecting pyjamas and R@B glve to chil -
dren who will/l be spending Chyek shelters af -
ter escaping domestic violence.
He started the campaign wheJ He was jUSt 7 years
old after he realised that ‘nfn.at er°'y' ne a great
ti me at Chri st mas “om} ?
Now 10 years ol d, the youn ,m‘ O”thQ%mes t o
managed to donate hundreds Gorbﬂhnd4nevyepa r'si Pd end of
pyjamas and hundred$ oaafi dbos m e st amb of ¢
that the children can have -a s -p PJs antj a
bedti me story on Christmas Eve
And, this year, he is dona ng, even, mor as _you
a n e i 5 y Pcture Gc
?ngtnhesree from the phot o belba\'\(’:’kwé)rrg)f',&'ﬁflggi chaﬁ)ls, tribal
tiers of science. At the sam
a sense of reverence and awe
Pastor Rob Bell explains wh
church resist talking about
can reconnect with the God w
into a better future
Bel | uses his characteristic
chall enge everything you thi
&Wh at We Tal k About Wh e n W
Godt ackl es the misconcepti on:
veals how God is with wus, foo
) how wunderstanding this coul
Source: Good News Network course of our lives
This book was, incidentally,
TLS Lite course r unn'imhal k||nngw
FREE CHURCH SERMMGE about God' and it fits i n
) ) f‘ 3 Group theme ' Talking our Fai
You are invited rﬂ.m&\\\m@“n a
Free Church Servi cisvinmetihe I you dhaweeenn to a book club
SN]NBﬁUf’Aé\J and you would Iike to join i
Lady Chapel on the Winghe book onlifiernewder used:H?
Wednesdays at 11. 00am: | ocal bookshop.
8th January 2020 Our meetings are al ways fri.e
The Reverend Simon Carver over a cup of-aneathre celste®
] o usually no | onger than an h
Senior Minister, join us!
Dagnall Street Baptist Church,
Free Church Chaplain, St Albans Cathedral
Y e 2o 2
5th February 2020 "!' ﬂw’(
The Reverend Rosemary Fletcher “;.- .,‘.3\;!;-._’
. o - 0
Superintendent Mi ni ster, ' ’
_ _ ) -\ .
The St Albans & Wel wyn Met hdHai £th Gir i ¢ & s
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) ) fiS o me cause happiness wh e
The Winter Beds Project, UndenrertshegnhaweRd Tcmely wPe e
Door , began at Trinity URC on 2nd December and "wil/ b
running til!]l at |l east the end of February. It i s inten
provision of extra beds fOﬁTwrooutghhin Iseeap(e?rsl dyning-
col dest mont hs of the year . g %& ulbei%%nt‘ﬁiotlasqa?epéi%\%iu‘i‘e
each night and seven voluntgenryasal $e?8€ E8dh s&axgGhy, night
three to set up, two overnight and two to clear away |
the morning.
il f you think you are too
, ) ) you have never been in t
Thi s winter, t he city coungy ‘d)a?Bree[tg/‘a et g MOT € mo n e
avail able to help rough sl eepers, hénce the service
be running every night rather than just when the tem
ture i s especially cold. Thips SMEiang Fgatanmain e%nﬁéﬁs?’
teers are needed than in pr%,v0 U Y S odERL Bl e s Gordy

I f you are interested in volunteering for this very
| ocal community serviwvient i FEspe etmand tLtheywomld to trea
S p

charge because youo-&ame®na
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRIﬁ§Je| AII\L ltJj‘INI

TsYsue of mi nd

Next Gyeservichelwd | ht b&t &Bad @ m'otl omienwd, it iA-domesin't matt e
church Hall i n Vetsh aldadAwveamuy atn 3. 30
pm.This wil|l be an infor mal service of worship on t

theme forifAlme UWesk ald &I adgssde
refreshments anNotsoicn arl dwsd nlgi. stening to

the | eader and speaker, who wi | | be Revd i
wright, Cur ate and De&comarfrom St. Step
i stbbut i nformall yThhe oaard! itearbl teisme i s t o
facilitate those who prefer not to come o1 r
uary evening, ICUtSAi mogpgayltihghts.er vi ce
wi || be well recei ved.
[ =
= ‘ A celebratory
‘ - l owing the f ami
N on 8th December
" -

AL

roject @opendodmrat ali m@gn wi ddlyobe apreovgiodoedd .i s | i ke expect


mailto:winterbedsproject@opendoorstalbans.org
mailto:winterbedsproject@opendoorstalbans.org

te aims to share, thrhoeugh
Christian faith in a lively
uary,Embveaceal ptglg t |t wants to provide opr
and | ocal Christians to conn
r Midd|eOé‘adsatfyi$°§°%'hr?%d make a pos
i an y with ovle¥®569 yterhers_youerkgpepeople an
one to froe Y nbme bl Gl o8 ipntoly a0 mefres 5 FSTEP del |
overty injusti %pgy_?essonsTherangeoftoplcs below, ISWIde
Toget her with | ocal Christian_ communit g ner
organi sations, it is bringgt {H %Lg %0 n%%gtf UFﬁ? @%
East through healthcare, edwuc 0
veIopmenp projects. ' cifically how ! esﬁa
The Charity has worked witHNEéah&a h£ cﬁ1:|a'dhq%%ﬁh%%a
communiti eshamignaggl iwoe ks i nt B8UHt (di® S*@ Ny pea Kk Seve
Near and Middle East, |ncll$£§€ tlgﬁ1 %Jezvé o U %z%t“”
t h Bal k , Leb , | [ I t
reﬁtl 3 Ei&i acee §$;ﬁzrt ;r Sfﬁ%o@féﬁ iﬁl %r ; , yggﬁestl ne.
Lebanon, Egypt and Syria. stoTnée’>rMleool-lwe Itrpr;egdl Ifiy%tt%:avewe_aflre
t h ; h i h t : !
ars ere s er story ple predestined to dghromugmot
Life for Kawthar was becomih ggp?%e%astia ¢ feillif:]jialf\fYIIC:'@' I'tgs(_;"
was responsible for nine fa%' m % e 14 I had o
share a basic, three room h8mélLikn gypt RIS |meW8§t W@
toilet between them and no ldgdcdaph tRedmSE| gUEST
sions in the family would of;’t'méér?%baoi{quaogvéeurg.ﬁorbﬁt h@ebesgt§Udaean
Kawt har had also contracted ti ; d h . t ¢o
her medical treatment had utsuerdE u S“afépedr't'ﬁ‘egl rOTr eSOUERES
She knew that if her f.amilyc%éléc;r% & SUPRi & te | ¥ nOP €ay 1 op
Cawinar ®abpTies "ol % fome L nE LR EAR S BEay 1ma g et wa s
partner organi Satlonanmablgﬁﬁ?ﬂfp%f I—P’\(r"‘n{‘a;nsi-tﬁzé(;zleys%aaedgv(\;antltq
up to participate in a heal r athfhfeS wh | I I
viate some the costs associEP%ﬂew'tﬂuﬁ F1e %at%@ﬁ?ra%hg
and her family began atten%}ﬁ%&ggmf:%ﬁfﬁgﬁ &d&c &xiPdRTr e
classes, and as a result 1|e e [ ance qf pr.op
ventilation. On the course, grA_eCnLtEsPESol U hgiw 3 ol &S ofvfi &
proper nutrition for their %qu'dQ%rk aMuY €&rhe didnyp o " a2rCd
keeping the house clean. :j_he q u ewshtyi othi s Jesush(_jof)rnlra
Life still holds challengesd9tg8ritnreveahi ppovlc¢himankdo
i nput and support of Habita%ndfoWhVHu Qn € PROPEE: 9red
now |l ooking significantly bdi9fnte
Ot her topics covered are Th
Sexual Et hics.

Lunchtime clubs arle abmmaes
Centre and The Snug (pictur e
cafes at Ni chol as Breakspea
Coll ege respectively. Step h
| arge area of the respecti ve
per manent bases to run cour

EMBRACE activities.

, ! . the Middle East

I n February$STwR. support
Step is the St Al bans

tion Project . It i s
teaamd volunteers from n
works in secondary school
delivering | essons, asse
i ons, running soci al ac
ment oring and much more



https://www.embraceme.org/partner/habitat-humanity-egypt
https://www.stepschoolswork.org.uk/step-team
https://www.stepschoolswork.org.uk/step-team

CHURCH LEADERS URGE PODNE|I CYBANB TAFTER THE ST
HELP POORER COUNTRI ES RAGBKEWNREQOSI!| - WHI CH SHOUL |
MATE CHANGE BROUGHT STABI LI'TY TO HOD
The Moderators of the UtUiRtCTA é olr\yn % Ehl\léd b CHILDREN_
Gener al Assembly have join |s| I d rFs C}QI},I}%LlC
a number of denominati ons to urge the UK govern-
ment to pay more attention Htodei da hi mtnear rnfaatiizo naarle rsotliel 1o nt
the i mpact of <c¢limate changder.en in Yemen, one year after
holm agreement which shoul d h
I'n a | BheeT,i mMdbsr ek Estil]l dgdme tchei RevdaMNsg8hve the Chil
Uden joined representatives of the Quakers in Britain, I
Church of Scotland, the Baptist Union of Great Britain e
others to urge politicians Be WeeLINp hadDdY @Y c 80 At rQcd 0 beda
their climate crisis ave been killed or i njured e
port C|ty ofi fMHeoidze i idm ht mendsout
I n the letter, publ i shed %)Igg[?\%l !\‘Edfvealrgeorsctont?h?e!ifcltet::?(ier%stlr
wrote and Tai z.
fifhis election campaign has seen a welcome focus on
climate change. However, | iTthtel eSt dtctkehotl imo magh @ meden paigdh
the 8UK nternational rol e. A3 @Detbmbherna2008, Wi méd htas s
benef it &d e poosns i | fuel enersgeya, atrheea WKo spiroeud edn t the situ
support poorer countries inmaftlkeiorf rpersopgornessess ¢ ®n ttihreu ecsl i tme
crisis. Al t hough there was a reductio
ties compared to 2018, bet we e
Mms wel | as finance and tech00d o0gy6 tohialidr ean gweorbea Ik itlrl aends
tion to zero carbon, this seppmpont omudgti gihné¢lngyde nf Hodien @ a:
debt relief for croalnatrdd sdihBatistbeh acMe madree t han doubl ed s
25 November saw the heavi est
ifrhe UN has found that <climafetdies aetasres i m@®w ionc cDierc eantb etrh
rate of one a week. Ther e disr nroaiidnst eirnn aH o doeniad a ha. g r Feievimee nd
on how finance should be provited fiwnjuceudntfmrioens sshwefl fl & rig
|l oss and damage, and the ®berden continues to fall on
poorer countries that have done Il ittle to cause the cri
plunging them deeper into poverty.
Parties to the agreement al so
iMThe COP25 UN climate talkshgmapitagi gé@xtcondd@doirn iMadlrgigz
present an opportunity to rﬁahkee %rr%agr%%fseb)h tAnd to&senabl

ar this has not m:

i
Al peopl e are createdaaduahlsn the sight of God
truth must be reflected incﬂp dpghiolnns.HJ@ i \M tthf?lelén el
include and I|Iisten to commyn thpﬁ '?hthStéJ i thﬁ iu?P'll
whom cl i mate i ssues are ma t, t, rt?n?l'g Itio € eancdhalletnhginv\éhatl
ever the election outcome,Chtihledrré%xth goyer nments ¢ anstne%sf
mor al duty to address thoesthmaetete%(§nt0?l|sg|09vt??1lg tYs L&Euri
The |l etter was signed by: Es)FglIngn\éa.eK'é%el@r%n?al%o@lsLrj}r’ees%ﬁrb%%eﬁ)r_f
dent of the BaptistRUnhand@ ir%&iﬁaait Btrﬁgaéé‘teway to Yeme
bury, CTE Ground LevelDeNekw Ifnr’v?fs (;r}qriq,ri]q]%; throug t he
till and the Revd Nigel Uden, o cﬁ)rdediagrogﬁt ioofntchoeulcgendeercl
Assembly of the Unitbd Re(:ﬁthasrﬂi %CBPfE s up e&en furthe
Frazer, Convener of the Churc nd Soci ety ounci ,
Church of t®%heotRearhddi;lJéey | Harri es, Presi -
dent, Union of We IPs lo f d snsde@eeo® ligtev t€®r;a h a m, Director of Co
Mar s h ,-PrVa scieden't of t he Mlémlhdmd|Psot||Céq/nfaetresrao\/ee % sh et hCeh i d edmr hec
Par ker , Recording Clamdk, EIQuagk ettsthiisn cBrriistiasi hat t he UN Sec
S| ade, Chi ef Oof ficer, Genewghp¢\@§e1m@ilryg oo lUnittarg arnt iaensd
Free Christian Churches. a political and moral obligat
The anniversary of t he Stockh
portunity to urge the warring
ing tabl e. I nternational pres
UK is crucial to end t hd cchoinlf-
dren the chance o0of a decent f|
Source Source: Save the Children web:



https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/times-letters-climate-change-and-the-election-campaigns-sk5v29wwf

CHI LDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE

Happy new year! I hope you all have a v
ti me with your families!

We have | ots of exciting opportunities
| earning more about our faith, Jesus an
the various activities that are planned
Junior Church

Juni or church wil/l continue during Sund
ary we wi || be | ooking at Epiphany and
begin February | ooking at Biblical char
ah, Joseph, Moses, David and Jonah. We
Shrove Tuesday. Yes, we wil/l be eating
are for all ages and include craft, foo
More @ 4

More @ 4 will c"8%wunchauye oofn tthhee mont h st ¢
church. Il n January we will be | ooking a
ary begin to prepare for the season of
cakes so this iIis something we can ook
vourite meals you would Iike to help cCo
Forest Church

PLEASE NOTE FOREST CHURCH WILL BEGI N A
FEBRUAROrest church wilurnoayi ofuet ba mab
meet outside the ¢ hudrhceh Waim@kethk.dd:wntt
up warm for these sessions, al so bring
back! Il n January we wil |l be thinking ab
make some shelters for animals continui
February we wil/l be | ooking at treasure
the end, however i1 f i1t iIs too dark to ¢
and eat there.

Youth 8iL&dpE NOHE FIRST YOUTH GROUP OF
ON 19 ANUARY.

Youth Group contihu2@pmtoM@nbl0"®nmnday of
mont h. |t i's open for children aged 12
having discussions, il nventing and eatin
i ng a scavenger hunt, and a chocol ate 1
cess of the first o0"ceoonke awinealbef chrolyda unr
wi | | al so have a pancake night with gar
eat some and created new and wacky topp
Youth Church

Youth Church wi"fSunmeagyt odn etahceh 2mont h. |t
teenagers and young adults to | earn moi
and games. All ages from 12 and up are



A quick note to say that it is not just
Every session is ifil®y,oaul lwoaud eds bfer omo s we
al ong. | can start having an adult table
Remember we are all children of God.
Have a great start to the year Pl ease w
days and timings in March as | wil |l be t
Faye Evans

(Pl ease note my email wil/l remain the sa

Create the three kings out of wooden spoc

Use colouring pencils, felts tips and bi
Do forget their hats and the presents t
| f you feel ambitious try and make their



A PRAYER FOR AWARENESS
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SUNDAY SERVI CES
Morning Worship 11.00 &m30@wemiag dMoatsdd)p

Chil &r eChurMehet s at the same time as Morning Wo
church with their parents.

More@4 and Forzmrd &hdirithh Sundays of the month

Youth Grdsp , 3rd & 4th Sunday evenings
MORNI NG

JANUARY

5t h Rev John Hardaker HC

12t Worship Group

19t Rev John Hardaker
CTM Candl e Exchange

26t Rev Ann Jack

FEBRUARY

2ndRev John Hardaker HC
9t hSt ephen de Sil va

16t Rev John Hardaker

23rev Ann Jack

EVENI NG
JANUARY

12t Martyn Matifghee

FEBRUARY

9t Martyn MatEighee
23rdhe EIl ders

HC = Holy Communi on

Copy for next editiomumfdahH Q6 tphleaddamau.aKiyng by

11



