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Dear Friends,
2021 may be some days old but I suspect we are breathing a collective sigh of relief that 2020 is behind us. Ironically many of us will consider it a year to forget, yet it is
one that will be marked as historical. Looking back, I
begin to see how the old eastern proverb “May you live
in interesting times” is meant as a curse and not a blessing!
But we move on, and a New Year brings new challenges
and fresh blessings. What we can be sure of is that 2021
is a year through which God will travel with us. I can’t
help but think that the good science and dedication of
many great minds were sped on their way by countless
prayers for a vaccine that would be both speedy in arrival and effective when rolled out. God is in this; we believe as Christian people that God is in every act of love
and service. The Divine works through the human every
day.
Our Christmas celebration centres on incarnation, where
God became flesh and shared our physical space and
time. We continue this as Christ’s body, and the New
Year is a great time to refocus and consider how we can
be witnesses to our Lord Jesus in the grind of lockdown
and the ongoing challenges of a global pandemic
I often find God gives me the same answer when I spend
time in prayer wondering what he might ask of me in the
year ahead - “Be kind!” The great command to love
God and my neighbour as myself is often best expressed
by simply being kind. Just today, I was getting frustrated
in the supermarket queue when an elderly lady, who
seemed more interested in chatting to the check-out girl
than packing her bags, expressed how lonely she is finding lockdown. I felt the Spirit nudge me and remind me to
be kind for I have no idea what struggles others are contending with. So, my message for this New Year is:
whenever possible, be kind

SUNDAY SERVICES
•

are currently taking place weekly
at 10.30am via Zoom. If you
would like to join in, please contact us on :
07954 348984.

•

if you have children who would
like to take part in activities during the service, please let us
know - junior church is taking
place, also via Zoom, with appropriate safeguarding. It’s lots of
fun!

THANK YOU FROM KINGSLEY GREEN
“To the kind congregation of Homewood Road United
Reformed Church.
We are so appreciative of your generosity of heart and
spirit during this difficult time. It means the world to be
able to provide those we work with here with such
lovely gifts at Christmas.
To know that you had our wonderful service users in
your thoughts is so lovely
We wish you all the best for 2021 and hope for brighter days for all.
Best wishes
Everyone at Forest Lane “

Best wishes for 2021
John

REFLECTION
“People are like stained glass windows. They sparkle
and shine when the sun is out, but when the darkness
sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is
light within.”
Elizabeth Kübler Ross

—- AND FROM THE WILLIAMS FAMILY
I would like to thank all the members of the congregation and friends for helping and supporting me during
the past two and a quarter years whilst nursing Colin. It
lifted my spirit when I was low and I have much appreciated the flowers, plants, personal gifts, letters and
cards from so many of you during this time. I.O.U. hugs
and kisses when they can be given!
Love from Ann and family.
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FREE CHURCH SERVICE ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL LADY CHAPEL

We were able to meet for one “live “ service, on
13th December, when our presents for Kingsley
Green were gathered in, and we were able to
“post” our church Christmas cards, which elders
sorted and distributed .
Socially distanced carol singing around Homewood Road’s external Christmas tree was also a
great success

January and February’s services have been cancelled.
Information on March’s will be provided in due course

MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS
Although the celebration of Christmas was of necessity
different in 2020, we still managed to make it memorable.
Over 300 angels were knitted by members and friends of
all three cluster churches and the majority of them were
distributed before tightened Covid restrictions put a stop
to that. A few have gone into hibernation for next year.

Then there was the highly acclaimed recorded
cluster Christmas Carol Service which went out
during the evening slot traditionally occupied by
Homewood Road’s choir carol service.
Throughout Advent, our young people and their
families were kept busy with Faye’s wonderful
Advent bags:

Around 70 devices logged into the cluster’s Zoom
Christingle service

Add to that the virtual crib and Christmas morning
services, and there was a real sense that we had
been able to do justice to this most special of
events in the Christian calendar, despite the impediments.
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SUPPORT FOR CHARITIES
At present, we cannot collect donations to charities
in the way that we normally would. However, the
need for our support remains, so we ask that, if you
are able, you make your donation directly online.
Details of how to donate to each charity are given
below, and in the weekly newsletter. We recognise
that there are many demands on us all, but please
support these charities if you possibly can.
FEED
FEED is currently asking for financial contributions, rather than donated goods. Please make cheques payable to Vineyard Christian Fellowship of St Albans and
write “FEED” on the back . Because staff are not able to
go to the bank as frequently as normally, FEED is also
using a website called Bankuet to receive donationssee below:
https://www.bankuet.co.uk/feedstalbans

Receiving dedicated care at the Four Homes of Mercy (FHOM), three mothers have had the blessing of
seeing their children, who have their own disabilities,
blossom.
Huneida, 15, was growing up quickly but due to a
range of disabilties was not able to care for herself.
Her mother also had a range of health problems, including a badly damaged spine, which prevented her
from caring appropriately for the daughter she
adores. She brought Huneida to the FHOM she has
blossomed, engaging happily in all activities, including learning to write.
Suleiman, 10, needed medical care and a safer environment. His father was abusive and his mother
works outside the home, so she could not always
protect her son. Nor could the family afford the treatment for Suleiman's muscular dystrophy which left
him unable to walk. At the Homes, Suleiman receives
medical care, loving attention, tutition and educational video games to stimulate his mind.
Amir, 19, spent his days at home curled up in bed,
unable to talk, and ignored by his able bodied siblings who had been taught Amir was worth less than
they were. His mother, who desperately loved all her
children, heard of the accomplishments of FHOM
with children and young adults like Amir. Barely daring to hope, she took him to the centre. Now, he responds with joyful smiles to people around him. No
longer constrained to bed he has a new view of the
world. His mother, who visits regularly, is thrilled
See the Charity’s website for more information, and
to donate www.embraceme.org

In January, we support Embrace the Middle East.
Embrace the Middle East is a Christian charity with
over 160 years' experience helping people of all
faiths and none to free themselves from a life of poverty and injustice.
Together with local Christian communities it’s bringing lasting change to the Middle East through
healthcare, education and community development
projects.

In February, we support STEP. Step is the St Albans
and Harpenden Christian Education Project, a charity
made up of a core staff team and volunteers from
numerous local churches It works in secondary
schools in a number of ways such as taking lessons,
assemblies, supporting Christian Unions, running
social action projects, delivering courses, mentoring
and much more. Many will remember that Geoff Sutton, one of STEP’s leaders, contributed to a Zoomed
service last autumn.
For more information and to donate, go to:
www.stepschoolswork.org.uk

One of their partner organisations is The Four Homes
of Mercy. Located in Bethany, it provides rehabilitation to 75 adults and children with a range of disabilities.
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CHRISTIAN AID VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
Christian Aid invites you to join in an exciting Christian Aid online conference to hear from its overseas partners
and staff, and share experiences together. Running from 22nd to 26th February, you can join as many sessions
as you like.
This is an exciting opportunity to be inspired by stories for Christian Aid Week 2021, which focuses on the impact of the climate crisis in Kenya. You'll also be able to hear and share ideas around fundraising, campaigning
and prayer in regional workshops.

Whether you join for one session or for all of the conference, they hope you’ll feel equipped to be a changemaker in 2021 and join it in a movement for change.
For information and to register: www.caid.org.uk/supporterconference2021

SOME GOOD NEWS STORIES FROM 2020
•

the pandemic may have convinced more than one million people in the UK to quit smoking, according to a
study carried out by the charity Action on Smoking and Health and University College London.

•

lower carbon emission levels caused by much reduced human activity led to lower environmental pollution,
too, leading to clear skies and waters. The Himalayas could be seen from the far-off state of Punjab in
northern India , while the canals of Venice were so undisturbed that locals could see the bottom for the first
time in living memory.

•

there were reports of animals flourishing in their natural habitats – for example, aquatic life in the Mediterranean Ocean recovered at record levels with reduced shipping traffic, while loggerhead turtles thrived as
their usual nesting grounds on the beaches of the Greek island Zakynthos were largely deserted

Source :inews.co.uk
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YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS

Happy new year my wonderful families. It has been a rather strange start to the
year with a third lockdown, home schooling and the message to stay at home. We will
now be zooming until at least February half term so please see below for the activities that will be happening ‘live’ and over zoom.
Junior Church – zoom only
We are running Junior church alongside the zoom service in a separate break out.
Any families are welcome to join us.
This will be held alongside the normal service in a breakout room, meaning that the
children would 'come out' after the all age prayer and return at the end to show
what they have made at home.
You are able to 'leave' your children in the breakout room and continue at the normal
service, if you are able to connect the zoom service using a 2nd device - if you are unable to, you would need to join junior church with us as a family instead in the
breakout room. (Please be aware that you can only leave the children if I have a
volunteer for that week)
I can also provide packs of resources for each week if you need anything - orders will
need to be with me by every Wednesday so I can deliver them to you. I will also send
you a list of everything you need as well when you book your place.
So please email on fmorby132@gmail.com by Tuesday each week to ‘book’ your place.
If you have any more questions, please give me a ring on 07946735021.

Forest Church
We will be running forest church on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of every month. This will
be held at The Wick as usual. The time has yet to be agreed however it will be in
the afternoon of both Sundays.
The Wick can get muddy so you need to make sure you where sensible footwear. We
also go in all weathers so warm clothing is a must.
Due to Covid regulations I can only have two families at a time for a session. If
there are more than two families each week, I will run two sessions instead. MASKS
MUST ALSO BE WORN AT ALL TIMES BY ADULTS.
Youth group – zoom only
Youth group will be running on zoom on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday of the month @
6pm. Please book your place by emailing me each week on a Tuesday. We will be playing different games over zoom so please have pen and paper ready each week. I
hope to see many of you there.
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Love. It's an overused, and often misused word, and I am certainly guilty. I
created a craft that focuses on people
and not things; God and not self.
Before beginning this craft, read the
verse 1 John 4:16 from the Bible and
discuss it. Talk about what love does
and does not look like and who we can
and should demonstrate love to.
Gather Your Supplies:
Precut hearts (2-4 per colour of the rainbow)
Precut "cloud" (I used 8 1/2 x 11 paper)
Heart stickers, optional
Yarn (cut for each colour of the rainbow)
Marker
School glue (though tape would also
work)
Newspaper or cardboard to cover work
surface
Craft:
♥ Begin by choosing a verse or phrase
about loving others, and write it on the
cloud. I chose 1 John 4:16.
♥ Have your child decorate the cloud
with stickers.
♥ Turn the cloud over. Help your child
space the yarn appropriately so there
will be room for all of the hearts. Glue
the yarn to the cloud's back side.
Please Note:
♥ I would suggest cutting the yarn pieces longer than
you think you need.
♥ You could use rainbow-coloured yarn.
♥ You could include photographs in place of names.
♥ Instead of writing the names of people, you could
write what love looks like when demonstrated. (I wish
I had thought of that sooner!)
♥ Consider also using this craft as a prayer list.
♥ As with any craft, we hope we may have inspired
you! Keep in mind this is adaptable for toddlers to
children of all ages

♥ Working in order of the colours of the
rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, [indigo,] violet), place each set of
colours along a strand of yarn. Show
your child how to space them. See photo below on left.
♥ After knowing placing all of the hearts,
glue them to the yarn. See photo below
on right.

♥ Let dry. Trim the yarn tails below the
hearts.
♥ Hang as a reminder of God's love and
our love
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PRAYERS FOR WINTER

There is a winter in all of our lives,
a chill and darkness that makes us yearn
for days that have gone
or put our hope in days yet to be.
Father God, you created seasons for a purpose.
Spring is full of expectation
buds breaking
frosts abating and an awakening
of creation before the first days of summer.
Now the sun gives warmth
and comfort to our lives
reviving aching joints
bringing colour, new life
and crops to fruiting.
Autumn gives nature space
to lean back, relax and enjoy the fruits of its labour
mellow colours in sky and landscape
as the earth prepares to rest.
Then winter, cold and bare as nature takes stock
rests, unwinds, sleeps until the time is right.
An endless cycle
and yet a perfect model.
We need a winter in our lives
a time of rest, a time to stand still
a time to reacquaint ourselves
with the faith in which we live.
It is only then that we can draw strength
from the one in whom we are rooted
take time to grow and rise through the darkness
into the warm glow of your springtime
to blossom and flourish
bring colour and vitality into this world
your garden.
Thank you Father
for the seasons of our lives

Copyright © John Birch, 2016
www.faithandworship.com
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JANUARY—FEBRUARY
All services in January and February will take place online, via Zoom. If you
haven’t yet joined these services, and would like to, please contact 07954
348984 for the link and any other information that you need. It is very easy to
do - no technical expertise is required. You can join via pc, tablet or
smartphone, or even a landline, (the latter obviously with sound only , and
call charges will apply).
The services continue to be cluster ones, involving Trinity and Greenwood
URCs as well as Homewood Road. After each service there is a separate HR
coffee time, where you can catch up with HR friends ( Trinity and Greenwood
each have their own too).
As soon as we are able, we shall go back to the format of a service in Homewood Road on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, certainly until June.
We hope that by then, most people will have been vaccinated and able to resume something more like normal life.
In the meantime, you can be assured that , thanks to the efforts of a number
of people, the church building is being well looked after and will be ready to
welcome us back as soon as circumstances allow.

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King by 7th February please.
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