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Dear friends HAPPY NEW YEAR
At time of writing, we ar e COTAOIgntoHards Qr{e gnedgyf/a
another cal—@nndialrh@'elaeginmﬂkﬂlbfﬂlaﬂcgthdMOI’Shlp at 10
church one. For most of wus, the year wild/l have held its
nor mal mi xture of joys and 0: od
delights, and worries and |rr|¢/z;tlf45rgg§7ut avv/j”'f%}?v\?th'/g?
for some, the year has beetnh;ﬁ'r)édorﬂ‘ltﬂm&lylanﬂ|Off|C‘
one, and we hold those pe?pﬁéll,n %Jé,—té’lﬁl{gé‘lys Q"lldal’dl
prayers
The year has seen Andrew &sﬁi?srfg(aﬁnolé/,ltegge ;?-EI'hVICE'
search for our new minister /b 6' ndst ocr theus
cluster minister, continuel nog tha aktt@ié péste we ndve
someone who has expressed tCﬁ estt n d V\é‘l’),/ ast & e ad
first step, wildl be seen )/ e,clu t&r vacanc commit -
tee towards the end of ﬁa& WE n el HdJ e pQésn-g-
sions of interest as yet |n our post; we may have to re
-advertise in the new year. MOI’E@ 4act/vities
ngIStaitcL)jr:e’t(;nar?]gveOfonus But Iﬁnﬁ)fﬁd?n&tln dat be pigr:/?te?t ‘
forbearing and open to dé@/&éﬁn‘?#g dlé (&o/a v@a‘ﬁtcsh mo
us to do. We are fortunate at Homewood Road to
h_ave so many people who_are WF'dl‘régsI‘O gecﬁtuhg eﬁ(b'rOaOI'
mil e, and to deploy their ma ny. fﬁr.
the benefit of the <churc ha£ntd/|Vt/stW|315r fnﬂnﬁnlt)ﬁ /1
Whoever we are, and whatevgrg wég fcan ap, 4/he00wrm|,t 4t h
be much or little, it all éoaua%s. month Me et a
On behalf of the el ders, m@;gd,-tca/lfe this opportunity to
wish you all a very Happy hr'i st ma s=srrrc=—at—t oo
wi shes for 2018. May the joy of the celebration of
Chr& stbbirth override all tAETEIRNOBONS TOEA EcL'UB NS
which the season may produce.
May | also take the opport-LIJ-llrI Sydgléfsbejnglfjaoq tamed waglteh
church family to give thanB%kaor_Hﬁqrgathrﬁreen, (he
wor k she is doing among us J

All wel come

SOME EASY WAYS TO BRI GHTEN THE WORLD I N THE NE

Resolutions amedejgsisty amaeasily broken. Here are a few
can make a difference:

1 Take a minute to direct someone who is | ost, even th
i Each time you get a new item of c¢lothing, give away
1 Let a fellow driver merge into your | ane.

1 Put your shopping trolley back in its place.

i Forgive somiemnmde nevikeabtbring it up again.

i Listen with all your senses.

1 Simply say "I 'm sorry" when you're wrong.

1 Encourage someone who seems despondent .

i Ask someone "?boawn darteheynour eal l y I i st ponse
1 Of fer change when the per sdin einno ufgrho t he -
i Leave a generous tip for a pleasant

1 Pass on a good book you've just fin | .




- HOME GROUPS WAI TI NG, WATCHI NG AND VYE

o\ N

\ “~~‘j“'T* The Revd John Proctor, Gener
b@ ! Sharepraygmw United Reformed Church, expl

“’ . of hope at Advent

Our Christian faith is not just

about Sunday morningdpPtl.|S@raEduCaFEW e
. . as. Lighting he” dar , I
reIatetoGodandtotheworldweIlvelneverryd | ooking ahead. Waiting, w
iend of mine fel!/l i nto co

day. To do that, we need to have the opporﬁqn - wrtolp. bW en was the

bu.
ties to explore our faith with other Christians i me Byeat .iGt tweokne me ads diod gt heo
P

ol d rdaesn,it wi &Plr atcaakiec ey ana.k e s
who will support us on the way. Waiting time can itech away

at

A house group is now meetug\g oR€aSHAGE skl Oe‘O’Ié £ R S ¢

l ed by Helen Griffiths &akfnrzé‘ g F Mh? f‘ F'B‘Peeé
0

contact any of them for m&re Wi ftélnr%at|<§n.,e &ck
the weekly email, or i ster t

firm dates & .meeting places

THI NKI NG LUNCHES

At Marl borough Roa 1i
Church, Marl boroug S
AL1 3XG
Thursday 4 January -
Al bans, The Very R . I €
John We remember&thenwowhdt for t
_ _ comlng Jesus was the answer
How True I S t he Chri st mas S]\}:aqreyr t o Satisfy a deep t hir
l ong journey through shadow.
Thursday 1sTi mebmWbarMayonmar€el dée £,0otats it were, into
of the I sraeli Committeeca@dmge, nfsotr Ho fiew Wearkosl,i tpieopke
waiting for Jesus yet not kno
Saving ilWhragelnext for the P#EedfEenwahgsPng for.
We al so wait as Christians, f
12.30 30pm half hour talk, FREntliesSHILi @nd knowing jud
and measure the world. For J
B : | e gl orious power , not
Tea, coffee andbsqm@slyomrro%l\}gd?etdﬂurrﬁﬁlfnt0 cight. For & new
When we wait in hope, ti me d
ORDER OF SERWVIL EE ing stirs us and carries us,
year n. May God give you ope
Every Sunday we try to get”  the details on Page€el f
Order of Service as accuratseoua:%eposusﬂdalwe-,bs.te
OQur reference for this is Rotas for Elders, Re
ers and Wel comers. B|BLE 'sTUDY
It is inevitable that, oveThe YBdarl,e chngegs gwidupt hlas |
and it is here that probl ens Crahrurasrdaye. afternoon. How
Mo s t peopl e fadwagpbswet uss Feeﬁwaqtncé me meeting wer e sel e
theomred it is to them this @é‘éja?gresilsaé‘djdrgégé(ﬂj & Hel e
L ur r |y o0o0Kkii after tr
The person who initiates thken&@vanv\g etoﬁe?“téﬁét'h%rreaﬁ?/’)s
bl e for tellinygo,wspl eAocs,e |I-ferhtol}m§t brés%vbl tend
t hat way we wi || have the correct nform3t| . '
: I f you woul d
Thank ou alolpefrar iyour <co .
y P ¥ in the Bible
Morag GracimglO43@hotmail .cjosulyg very acce
. . i one,
Bi |l Cormacd{ormackb|ll@outlzJi%E(hgégmof t'ne

The Order of Service Team



mailto:mg1043@hotmail.co.uk

Your

neil ghbour may need
pr obabldy wwawonnt t o

ask.

Al bans Good Neighbour Sc
problem for ove
| i ve on t he:
need extra h

|l i ne whi ch
who need he
give it.

The St
solving this

Many of our neighbours
upon when they

We provide a phone

We then | ink those
who are happy to

We need to keep renewing our v
we add your name?

Coul d
We need:
Duty Officers to answer our phone
Practical people who can do |l ittle
do shopping; Drivers who can t &
appoint ment s; Befrienders who can
basi s.

Some voluntee

very flexible.
ti mes

|t 1 s
year and others a few
|t I s very enjoyabl e. Expense:
| f you would Ii ke to get involved i
to find out more
or |l ook up our website.
95("'00
&2
2 o o 4

ST ALBANS GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
St Albans 830713

WWW: sagns. or g

Company No 367!

1074638

Charity No
4




A PARTNERSHI P TO HELP THE HOMELESS

St Al bans City and District Council has been awarded mor

help reduce homel essness over the next two years.

This new funding follows a government decision earlier t

homel essness prevention services.

Among a number of initiatives, the Council dwinlpdaarfiumgs t he
accounts for tenants so they can set aside money to meet
ing funding for the Credit Union to help more people acc
first® menth. So far, council funding under this scheme h
since 2010.

Cllr Brian EIlis, Portfolio Holder for Housi fibge raamndd Ifnocrl u
council housing is high and there is |Iimited availabilit
assistance to the private rented sector. To make it easi
ing | andlords to make their properties available through

Uni on so people can access afforda®l eehbans for deposits

@2 St Albans District
<)) Credit Union

BOOK CLUB

Our next book club meeting'"wdnddartyak20 1pd axte ®.n3 Mom diary t21
that seems a EoQhgr iwvsatymaosf éi.anudtotmhing ! gi ves us plenty of ti:
Before Andrew moved on, he | eft us@ owo d hB@ao K i @dtnudo fw edhaltss v re
deci ded t dRasggtaarutf fwbbtyhG8s paehan Manni ng.
m Here are a few quotes from reviews of the book
i Are you bedruapg,g | euw®iPtb e at
Most of wus bel i eivre tilme oGoyd.' sBugtr ascemehow we can'
daily lives. We conti-murdéd beeklHeepars, at aslmayi

~ A successes onoa score sheet

BRENNAN MANNING ¥ et God gives us His grace, willingly no matt
S FIMONT : it a

HICHAEL W SN

muf f-dinst vy, bedr agpl. e Andanwh eme amte s t Hi s f e

chosen objects o6& His "furious | ove.

~+Sof Wyou dhabvwemn to a book club meeting before a
~/order a copy of the bwomok oorleirnd tnawromughs ad |

time to enjoy reading it and then come al ong f
book& al ways very fri einbddty tatmodu g hitg hpr ohveoakritnegd a
and the sessions are usually no more than an hour | ong.
I f you are planning to come, woplshgeu @1l etake badkcafet]l
Mooney or Helen Griffiths know, so we have an idea of nu
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RETI RI NG COLLECTINOW.S say the Ilibrary staff,
ent tasgiic participants. Al ong

| danuarwe sHEmlproade t@h&€nce, Emil's school work i mp

Middl e( Elnetmer |y Bi bdeg diamfsgood grades.

Embrace the Middle East .is a L%hristi,an
charity with over 160d'eydd&r dnuc xaﬂ‘e‘f"rpipér{e?’ than he
hel ping people of aldl0oi g agde gspagdi Ayt @ tfHaet rtehgeu -
free themselves from a |ifdaSdYpdieSddy df inne""ﬁEftri'ce,en.dS
Together with local Chri st 'aﬁ b8 mLAg L PEEK laﬁje énﬁérist)(s
is bringing lasting changeP&haVilpOelTyiaggd ecoﬂpsatr't”f?routgoh
healthcare, education andf[Ea mpﬁlf’v?.sbd SR ;iba% .t,[Or (te'
projects. One such prOJectIis;:"uepp.or":’tedI bryaré’m Mfcd 'i®s 2€
Shams elonBitrmhre, edge of Cai ro, Whi ch provides
children and adults with d#'sabilitiesft pportunltwy
an educati on and the chanc®" t"P"Ffedd"?h @%%'e%%’en%ee WV
i ves.
Approxi mately 80 children with a ran geo T itioes
including hearing and vision impairments, vrbr al
pal sy, benefit, whil e around 200 adults 0 m-
pl ete their vocational training courses
The children I|iving at the centre rece| itati
therapi es, medi cal car e and educationa .
Where possibl e, the children are integra EMBRACEmain—
stream school s or schools delivering SpethEHlddlEEﬂStca'
ti €mil dren with cerebral pal sy <can | ive
dence where they receive r ha |I|ta i n, y
and medi cal car e. Adul t s :]; dq suaabrQ%BW%%B%Wtentrrqemdﬁ?qe'
to the centre to complete 3H§I t éns i h & cg €
skills like carpentry, Wea\zl_l g dsleW|rnegSSangn8 %knlgrl]JQ'sh ca
Anot her project i s i n Leblaonvoe‘jt Tch es Arlds f'rll Pﬁiﬁeésdsz
camp make people think ofer‘?ﬁ%s tentrgf.san&’etrnaeneMt-
ence,Dbbhauyteh camp nedri eBeiom Ear _organ sattron was S€
. at h eople of St Al bans
easy line between uprooted%%%ses%n(f,vhaet 'ﬁqueeWCr(?eeded at <
their i ves. Bereavement Ma t
Generations of Palest|n|an§e@pﬁ|V@ d i vtemeghberrceeﬂgp{bolti-trpl:écg,of
unable to return to their chygmeylragnd azgrédoyebeham};ed to
the soci al and economic margins of Lebanese society.
) ] Loss can hi't us suddenly and
Commi ttee for |SwoclLealbanSoean|v\)q,c%rnk’s sl ahd | parents and f 3
Dbayeh_Camp supporting Palq&;t,lerwd%nsd'oef ahd aages.t a8kneen a
of their projects funded bry,eEmbreacpeerijentdes ORMENIAl ¥o n
I'ibrary and study centre. Agfweljl aaSITIIPélotBsfgﬂatﬂeﬂgseﬁ§F6ﬁSktn
books, the library is a safgsspPagg {RE thbfir?"ﬂ \Bfﬂ‘i’n@‘s
having problems at h o me Orvi”deeedtheeXtHe@Itp§UrREBé9d<etdd 'pbhds <
their school wor k. teers who are trained and sup
When Emi | was Just a feWT'Fi‘(P'btup pkd. vaﬁed‘aE)Ih@éramme
crossed_over into | srael aned.s s%ébrk'”gtopone'ltp' Cady | rwentoa | 4
tion, did not return. As E[nhlelgrebvy)mqnl Ge 1. elke goa,dngdltfﬁrlé
ty maki ng friends and becames iisn0 ltantegidr- | PY E
school , he stayed indoors |Wrat§5|rag),}ﬁg Itlﬁh}és&"l%@iq)bm Fhﬁ]rdy
was unmotivated and doing kagdliyi 'nrédh'asndStcqufn'mQﬁﬂty i fe
Some neighbouring children started going to activities
hel d at the Ilibrary. Emi | we nt al ona. but was initial
reluctant to take part in t S e with ot
ers 47 N
S| owl , his heart started u and he
ed int}e/zracting with them F Bereavementspsaw a po
change as he became friendlI
Hi s mother attended an eval Matters ess and
shared her relief that he h Albans & District Bereaverment Network ! T Y -



http://www.embraceme.org/partner/jcc-joint-christian-committee-social-service
http://www.embraceme.org/partner/jcc-joint-christian-committee-social-service

CHI LDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE

aor e @4

I n January, our theme at mor é @4 bwei Ihle abrei ntgh emoE p
happened when the wise men &l sbéetthidekusg &aho bt
tion of Jesus. As wusual, there wildl be | ots of
busy!

Forest Church

I November odargbhheme wWwaepdDwe ksmpsenst some ti me ¢
with our torches, seeing how different everythi
l ight of the world and decorated a tree with sc
ness up with Ilight.

I n January anddl Fedrouamtyi wei ng to explore our né
how God meets us when we do this. Pl ease not e
wi | | 3lpen nastt ead of 4pm.

Pl ease do feel free to join us for either our
children are most welcome at these informal, f &
Chil@&@r €€hur ch

Chil®&@r €hurch has been journeying through Advent
ber and December.

JanudPBpapti sm of Jesus Februa'rlyesdus Heal s
Januat™hili#tip and Nathani EebrudPWyrdrmsfi guration
Januat'Ffi 8hers of People FebrudPyens
Januat"yeg88s Teaches FebrudPyens

Yout h Group

Youth Group continues to meet every Sunday apart
-7.30pm. As wusual we wil/ have games, challenge
We will also be continuing our 'Swumday yMBmbi nigl
ary.

Happy Birthday

We wish many happy returns to;

Hel en GehFébroar ¢

Olivia SmeHdbreuarmny 27

Sarah Green



of -9] easnuds .

Febrdularhe weel ebr ati n
S picture

I n ng the Transfigura
then find some bright <co

i o
| ours to col our i

t
t h



