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Dear Friends
My family recently enjoyed a blissful week camping
outdoors in some lovely woodland on the Sandringham
Estate in Norfolk. It was just what the doctor ordered
after family exams and all the changes afoot.
A spiritual father of mine reminded me of this quote:
'Silence is the necessary space around things that allows them
to develop and flourish without my pushing them.
(Richard Rohr)
I reckon that for most of my teens and twenties silence
was something of a feared enemy. When it was quiet,
especially in the dead of night, that was when the unbidden, unwelcome voices would arise. That is when
my woundedness would speak and haunt. It is when
my life would cry out to me for attention and it is the
time when I least wanted to give ear to it. Silence was
a foe. I filled every second with noise, music, television, radio, or the words with some book or other. This
was pure anesthetic. 'If I block out the silence, it can't
get me” was the idea.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

AUDIO SERMONS
And yet, silence is not aggressive. It is not active. It is
not inflicting any wound. Rather, as Richard Rohr
says, it is the space around things which help give definition. Silence wasn't the enemy. I was my own worst
one! One of the greatest gifts I’ve discovered in Christ
is the gift of silence and a ‘peaceful mind’ – and the
ability to access that in his presence. Silence is now
something I can enjoy in the quietest wood or the busiest city street. It has shaped me. It is a friend. In a
world full of words and busy, we can know God’s still,
small voice and find within it the seeds of eternity.

Not able to get to church?
Missed a sermon in a series?
Just go to www.homewoodurc.org , click on “Worship”
and then “Listen to sermons”.
Our thanks to David Mooney (recording) and Steve
Hamill (website) for making this possible.

May the summer give you plenty of space for stillness,
rest and replenishment!
Yours in Christ
Andrew

A REMINDER ABOUT PHOTOS ——
If you have photographs for display, perhaps of a
church event, close family wedding, fundraising endeavours or similar, please send them to Judith Osei
using the email address:

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays 18th July

15th August

Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

homewoodurcphotos@gmail.com
Judith is bringing together church related photos for
displays in the foyer. With all our help, she can refresh
them regularly .Thank you.
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THANK YOU to everyone who supported Christian Aid Week in any
way.
The door to door collection raised
£1135.93, while donations at the
bring & share lunch totalled
£127.00. The Youth Group’s collection of copper provided a further £14.59, so Nigel & Marilyn Whittle, our organisers, banked a total of £1277.52 .

RETIRING COLLECTIONS

July
Tools for Self-Reliance – refurbished
tools sent to the developing world (see www.tfsr.org)
and

LONDON HISTORICAL WALK led by Jonathan Kiek

Teaching Aids at Low Cost (TALC) in developing
countries (see www.talcuk.org )

SATURDAY 24TH JUNE 2017
Meet at: St Albans station at 9.30 am

Visiting: British Library, St Pancras Old Church, Regent’s Canal, King’s Cross Station, Midland Grand Hotel
and St Pancras International
Finish: 3.00 pm approximately
Please bring a picnic

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
We are proposing to send a
weekly Church newsletter by
email to those members of the
congregation who would like to
participate, as we’re aware it
can be difficult for everyone to keep abreast of all that is
going on.

August
MIND – mental health charity –local branch ( see
www.mindinmidherts.org.uk )
and
Trinity URC Day Centre - supporting people with
learning difficulties (seewww.trinitystalbans.org.uk/
CommunityProject )

If your email address is not in the Church Directory (or is
no longer correct in the directory), but you would like to
be kept in touch by email, please either send your email
details to Elizabeth Martin : liz.9.martin@ntlworld.com or
complete one of the slips on the table in church.
You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the following
Wednesdays at 11.00am:

HOMEWOOD/TRINITY STROLLERS 13
MAY 2017

5th July 2017
Preacher:
The Very Reverend Dr Jeffrey John,
Dean, St Albans Cathedral..
2nd August 2017
Preacher:
The Reverend Rosemary Fletcher, Superintendent
Minister, the St Albans & Welwyn Methodist Circuit.
All services are followed by a fellowship lunch in
The Abbots Kitchen
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Pentecost Feedback – UP, IN, OUT
Thank you very much to everyone who engaged with our reflection exercise as part of our Pentecost Sunday
service. There were around 15 questions under the heading of UP, IN, and OUT for us to engage with. UP,
IN and OUT are three angles of a triangle that have been constructed from the Great Commandment and the
Great Commission: to Love God, Love Others, and Making Disciples and serving our community. We have
explored this over three Sundays in May, with sermons on UP, IN, and OUT, as well as drawing things together on Pentecost Sunday.
UP is all about our life of worship and relationship with God, personally and corporately. It includes not only
our public worship and prayer, but our personal worship, prayer and study. We were asking how we can develop these things as well as what we are already doing well.
IN is all about our life as a church community: how we care for one another; how we communicate; how welcoming our community is; how healthy our community is. Again, we are asking how we can develop these
things as well as celebrate where we are doing well.
OUT, as you might imagine, is how we engage the wider community of St Albans, not just as friendly neighbours, but as those with a message to communicate. We considered what our message is, how we are currently doing with it, and how we may need to develop.
Much of our work in the Elder team in the last 2 years has centred around understanding where we are at as a
church and this wider consultation exercise has very much been a part of that. From here, adding to the work
the elders have already done, we will use the feedback to focus some clear 'next steps' in all of those UP, IN
and OUT areas which will give us a clear direction of movement, especially during an upcoming interregnum. It is so important that we have a sense of where we are heading if we are going to stave decline and
move towards growth and development as a church.
Over the next two months, the eldership will share some medium to long term plans of what we hope to do
and achieve together for the glory of God and as part of the ongoing story of Homewood Road. Thank you for
your partnership in all that we do and all that we are. I do hope you will find these responses interesting and
that they will stimulate more thought.
Every blessing
Andrew
PS Colours group similar ideas, Italics indicate comments provided by our children

UP
What inspires you about our current worship experience?

•

Changing types of worship

•

Singing

•

Hymn selection when played at a good pace

•

Good music and hymns

•

Praying/prayers

•

More@4

•

Children’s church – loads of activities

•

Andrew’s inspired leadership

•

Andrew

•

Our minister
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•

Andrew’s messages

•

Our thought provoking sermons

•

The humour and the way sermons are delivered – not just read out!

•

The preaching

•

Preaching the Word of God

•

A good sermon

What would help you to connect with God?
•

Singing songs of praise

•

Joining with others in song

•

Song!

•

Music and singing hymns with others

•

Calm music

•

Confidence

•

More Bible study

•

Bible reading

•

Sharing thoughts in Bible study

•

Better understanding of God’s word

•

Being outside

•

Coming to church

•

Meeting with other people of different faiths

•

Praying to Him

•

Daily communication

•

Pray more regularly and deeply

•

Having a transformative experience of Jesus

•

Jesus

•

Reminders from friends of the love of Jesus when we feel vulnerable

•

Being peaceful

•

Being animal friendly

What is worship for you?
•

Community spirit and friendship

•

Community

•

Respect for each other is worship as well

•

Fellowship with other Christians

•

A time of fellowship with friends who have the same values

•

Everything done in the name of Jesus

•

Interesting sermons from our minister (who will hopefully be replaced)

•

A quiet time for reflection

•

I only want traditional worship, quiet and reflective
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What is worship for you? (cont’d)
•

Contact with God through prayer/singing/listening/thinking/ looking

•

Coming together to pray/sing/care/think/reflect

•

Prayer/singing in church, praying at every free moment, whenever you feel the presence of God, sometimes
more of by the world around you

•

Remembering God’s word and acting accordingly

•

Being open with God and being in contact with him

•

Thinking of God

•

Worship is amazement at the thought of God

•

Sharing the love of God and learning to forgive above all else

•

A sense of God’s presence

•

Entering God’s presence

•

Open discussion of doubts as well as faith

•

Consideration of other faiths and questioning of faith

•

Praying, singing, openness

•

Prayer

What would help your discipleship develop?
•

Openmindness

•

More study

•

Active engagement in services, study, events

•

Attending bible study and prayer meetings

•

Suggestions for reading (books/other resources)

•

Have homegroups

•

We could start house groups mid week

•

Leadership

•

Solid and continual leadership

•

A minister who leads our church

•

Better understanding of bible

•

Learning more Bible

•

Prayer for guidance

•

The Holy Spirit

What can we do outside of Sunday to grow in faith?
•

Help others

•

Spread the Word to others

•

Spread God’s word

•

Join church groups, to commit more to God

•

Taking part in church activities

•

Talk to other Christians and visit other churches

•

Mixing with people of different faiths in a social context
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What can we do outside of Sunday to grow in faith? (cont’d)
•

Start house groups

•

We could have house-groups midweek

•

Go to bible study

•

Prayer and Bible study

•

Regularly read the Bible

•

Study the meaning of Bible stories

•

Pray always and all-ways

•

pray

•

Pray, read the bible

•

Remember God on a daily basis, not just Sundays

•

Follow God and what he inspires

•

Do what inspires hope

IN
What can we do together to build our community?
•

Keep the door open

•

Form links with other churches

•

Form links with groups who use our building

•

Forge links throughout the community

•

Connect with non-church groups

•

Welcome everyone from all backgrounds

•

Encourage people from parent/toddler group to come to church and other activities

•

Be a church not just on Sundays!

•

Come happily

•

Care for each other

•

Be all inclusive and not cliquey

•

Make people feel more at home whenever they come to church

•

We don’t know each other enough…there are many names I don’t know

•

Agree

•

Pray

How do we identify and meet the needs of our church community?
•

Let hall users know this is a church

•

Improve the church foyer, use our capital

•

Make the services more relevant to modern society, sing cheerful hymns and not dirges

•

A variety of activities and more ways to worship

•

Volunteer to help in various ways

•

Make more personal contacts with everyone to encourage asking for help

•

Encourage more discussion
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How do we identify and meet the needs of our church community? (cont’d)
•

We should reach out and ask what people need

•

Ask them what they need!

•

Looking after each other’s needs

•

We need to be generous to make sure people aren’t left out financially in our church

How do we already care for each other?
•

Showing that we care with pastoral

•

Pastoral visiting

•

Visits and Homewood Herald

•

Pastoral group

•

Keeping in touch, not just on Sundays

•

By talking and keeping touch

•

Good at caring for sick/elderly

•

Very good communication amongst the congregation

•

Church notices

•

The feeling on entering the church is one of homeliness

•

People are always there to say hello

•

Through friendship

•

Listen, encourage, considerate

•

Remember to support each other in our achievements as well as in times of need

•

By example and the way we live

•

Pray for one another

•

Prayer

•

Find out spiritual needs of newcomers through conversation

•

In many many ways

How can we make space for people who are different from us?
•

Be open to change

•

Experiment with different forms of service

•

Openness to new people

•

Invite them to be a part of us, not just tolerate them coming.

•

Invite them to come and join us

•

By welcoming people

•

Talk to new people

•

By being more visible in the community

•

Find common factors between people rather than the differences

•

Be aware of lonely people

•

Welcome them to our homes and families

•

Employ an outreach worker to go and bring them here then welcome them
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Do we leave anyone out?
•

Yes, if they don’t behave like us!

•

We are very middle class. We would be shocked by anyone too different.

•

Not intentionally, but maybe by our actions we do

•

Yes, because we live in our own little bubble

•

Probably yes, but faith is a very personal thing

•

People whose ideas don’t match ours

•

People who don’t believe in God

•

We sometimes see people with strong faith as ‘weird’

•

Not intentionally – try hard not to

•

I have been coming for years and I feel left out

•

Me

•

People who work in the week and can’t access any events on weekdays

•

The mums of the younger children try to get together but we’ve only managed twice – no equivalent for the
dads to do the same. Maybe a parents night out?

•

We haven’t done as much as we could for our minister’s family, or to care for our minister

•

We need to be totally inclusive of our young people

•

Children – need more child friendly services

•

We must do more to welcome our families and children

OUT
What individual part can we play in God’s mission in this community?
•

Speak out about our Christian faith

•

Talking to people

•

Love one another, show God’s love in our lives

•

Be open about our faith with friends/colleagues and let Christ’s light shine in our lives

•

Welcome people to the community

•

Smile!

•

Be approachable

•

Being open, welcoming, and caring

•

Actively help out community through things like parent/toddlers and coffee mornings etc.

•

Not much due to infirmity

•

Get involved in church and community activies

•

Get to know your neighbours and help when they are in need

•

Know your neighbours

•

Be more outgoing and make more contact with people.

•

Invite others into our homes

•

Use our talents and gifts
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What help do we need to take the gospel out?
•

Confidence in ourselves and our Jesus-inspired mission

•

More knowledge

•

All the help we can get!

•

Ideas!

•

We don’t know the bible ourselves, we need to learn

•

We need to wake the world up

•

Finding people who will connect and listen

•

Use music

•

Consistent leadership

•

Support of the church

•

We’ll need a leader – a minister

•

Employ a worker for the elderly, the children, and the 20-30s

•

We really need to pray and have the help of God’s Spirit

•

The Spirit’s help

•

I don’t believe that spreading the gospel in the sense of imposing a set of beliefs is important, it is what we do
that is important

MAKING SPACE
Having just begun work again after taking a whole year off for the first time in my adult life, I’ve found myself thinking a lot about how to make space. How to make space for a job, how to make space for my child, how to make
space for housework (less successfully!), how to make space for family and friends, and how to make space for
the myriad of other things that fill my life. Thinking about this has been really interesting and has made me reassess my priorities, become much more focussed and has involved a lot of careful prayer and planning. However, it
has also made me think about how we make space in our church.
One of the things I hear a lot is that we want our church to be welcoming, which is really about how we make
space for people within our community. To physically make space for someone or something often involves us
having to shift things out the way, move things and sometimes give (or throw!) things away to make sure that
there’s room. It’s the same when we have to make space for new people within our community, sometimes we
have to let things go, or move things around to make sure that there’s room for new people to come in. This could
mean changing the way our building looks, changing the way our services look, changing our expectations of the
way people behave in church or making an effort to form relationships with people we might not naturally do so.
I’m pleased to say that I’ve seen some of this happening in my time at Homewood Road but as with most things,
there is always more work to be done! As we think about how Homewood Road is engaging in God’s mission to
build the Kingdom, it is vital that we think about how to share the Good News with more and more new people.
One of the best ways to achieve these things is to worship together, this way we can learn about God’s will for our
community together as well as learning more about each other. As you might have noticed from attending any of
our Family Worship Services, this can take us out of our natural comfort zones but I hope also provides us with
new ways of connecting with God.
One of the most exciting things I’ve done since being here is More@4. More@4 is a service aimed at people of all
ages using a very experiential format to express our worship. Our new service, which happens in the Wick, helps
us to explore nature together as we worship. These services are not just for children, they are designed to help us
all explore our faith in a different way but as well as that, they offer us, as an established congregation, the chance
to form relationships with new people that are entering our community. If you’ve never been to a More@4 service,
please do consider coming along.
My prayer for Homewood Road as we travel into the future is that we will take Welcome to our hearts, that we will
seriously consider how we are making space for new people in our church and that we will be excited about sharing the love of Christ with people outside of our doors.
Sarah
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In May we explored the theme of Jesus’ ascension with rockets, kites, meringue clouds, giant bubbles and lots more.
In June looked at the theme of The Trinity. Coming up in July we’ll be having a More@4 style communion service
with lots of crafts, games and activities, followed by a really informal communion. We won’t have a More@4 in August.

Outdoor More@4
In April we had our first Church in the Woods where we met in the Wick to worship God through nature. April’s theme
was Spring and we looked around for signs of new life and spent time praying for our new hopes. In May our theme
was Jesus’ Ascension and we were looking up! June’s theme was ‘The Sparrows and Us’ and we spent time looking
at the living things around us and talking about how much God loves us all.
Please do feel free to join us for either of our More@4 sessions, both adults and children are most welcome at these
informal, family friendly services.

Children’s Church
Children’s Church has looked at some really exciting themes in May and June including the Up, In, Out series which
you’ve been following in church, as well as The Trinity, Ascension and Pentecost. The themes in July and August will
be as follows:
July 2nd

Welcome

August 6th

July 9th

Rest

August 13th

July 16

th

July 23

rd

July 30

th

The Sower
The Weeds and the Wheat

August 20

Jesus Feeds a Crowd
Jesus Walks on Water

th

Jesus turns water into Wine

th

The Catch of Fish

August 27

Mustard Seeds

Festival Services
June 25th will be our Summer Festival Service. The theme is ‘More than the Sparrows’ and we explore what our
worth is in God’s eyes. Thanks in advance to all who helped make this service happen and to all who came and
joined in.
Youth Group
Youth Group continues to go from strength to strength. After Easter we welcomed some new members who are now
old enough to come along. We now have 16 young people on the books and a regular attendance of about 12 each
week. Please continue to keep the group and the young people in your prayers. As we now have so many coming
along, we are also looking for some more volunteers to come along and help. If this is something that you think you
might be interested in, please do speak to me. We meet in term time on Sunday evenings between 6.00-7.30pm.

Summer Activities
This year throughout the Summer Holidays we’ll be holding activity mornings on Thursdays between 10.30am12.30pm for children aged 0-11 and their parents and carers. We’ll have toys, crafts, games and lunch. Please pray
as this is a new venture and if you think you might like to help, please do let me know.
Happy Birthday
We wish many happy returns to;
Ben Clark on 24th July
Kameron Lall on 26th July
Sarah Green
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In August in Children’s Church we’ll be looking at some of the Miracles of Jesus. Why not
have a go at this activity to keep you busy during the summer?
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD - JULY & AUGUST 2017

July
2nd

‘New Wine, New Wine-skins’ (Matthew 9: 14 – 17)
Service of Holy Communion led by Andrew Clark

9th

Service led by Adrian Bagg

16th

‘New Future’ (Acts 10: 1 – 23)
Service led by Andrew Clark

23rd

Service led by John Steele and Helen Griffiths

30th

Service led by Geoff Lackey

August
6th

‘New Spirit’ (Ezekiel 37: 1 – 10)
Service of Holy Communion led by Andrew Clark

13th

‘New Creation’ (2 Corinthians 5: 11 – 21)

Andrew Clark’s Last Service with us at Homewood Road
20th

Service led by John Steele

27th

Service led by Martyn Macphee

Evening services: 2nd July 6.30pm Richard Lovett
9th July 6.00pm CTiM Songs of Praise Heartwood Forest (led by
Andrew Clark)
No other evening services in July & August

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 30th July 2017 please.
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