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Dear friends
Summer seems to be finally upon us - and although
it’s most certainly not the end of the year in terms of
the church calendar, it is a time when activities wind
down or go into a different mode, as many people
pause to go off for some, usually well earned, rest
and relaxation.

SUMMER FUN
Calling children aged 0-11,
and their parents and carers ----

This year, however, is slightly different, because, in
the middle of that summer period, we have the pleasure of hosting the induction of the Rev John
Hardaker to the St Albans Cluster, and of formally
welcoming him and his wife Jill into our midst. The
date - Saturday 28th July, the time 1.00pm - please
put it in your diary if it’s not already there. The service of induction will be led by the Synod Moderator,
the Rev Andrew Prasad, and will involve members of
all the cluster churches. After the service, there will
be the opportunity for fellowship and refreshments in
our hall.
John and Jill’s arrival marks the opening of a new
chapter for us and we wait with anticipation to see
what will, with God’s grace, enfold. But it’s important
for us all to remember that the ministry team, whoever and however many, or few, they be, are leaders
and facilitators - they can’t do it all themselves. It
needs all of us to be committed and proactive in our
discipleship too. The Worship Group has provided a
real opportunity for people who are not formal lay
preachers to show some of that proactivity in the
creation of services. I have lost count of the number
of times members of the congregation have said how
useful and memorable they have found these services, and from the people involved in their preparation, there’s been a consistent theme of how they
themselves have learnt and benefitted from the research and thought which they had to put into the
preparation of them. We fully intend that the Worship
Group should continue to function into the future; it
has brought a valuable additional dimension to our
worship.
In terms of our own vacancy, at time of writing I have
received a number of expressions of interest. How
many of these will translate into (suitable) applications remains to be seen, but there is clearly interest
in it out there, and we can but hope and pray that
God is calling that someone who is right for us at this
time to respond.
We live in a world full of uncertainties and concernsbe it climate change and plastics or Brexit and wars.
The news is full of mankind’s inhumanities- but there
are many positives too, for example, in the young
Moroccan who rescued a child from a block of flats in
Parisand in those residents of Grenfell Tower who
did everything they could to save and protect neighbours.
May we never express our Christianity only through
coming to church, important though that is - may we
constantly be striving to be recognisable disciples of
Jesus in all that we do; a far from easy task and one
which we hope and pray that John, Sarah and all
those involved in Ministry can help us to fulfil.

Join us on Thursday mornings during the school holidays for lots of games,
crafts, messy activities and lunch. See page 8 for
details
COFFEE CLUB CHARITY BRIDGE AFTERNOON FOR HOMESTART
Please note that this will now take place
on Tuesday 30 October
2.00pm- 5.00pm and not
as previously advertised.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays 17 July and 21st August
Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

Lesley King
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HOUSE GROUPS
Share pray grow
Our Christian faith is not just
about Sunday morning…it is about how we
relate to God and to the world we live in every
day. To do that, we need to have the opportunities to explore our faith with other Christians
who will support us on the way.
A house group is now meeting on the first Thursday evening of each month .The July meeting will be on Thursday
5th, at the home of David & Elizabeth Martin. Please sign
the list if you would like to go. Each session is self standing, and provides the opportunity for thoughtful consideration and discussion.
The group is currently using one of the very accessible
York Courses, “On the Third Day” - booklet available at
the back of the church.

GOOD NEWS: FIXED ODDS BETTING TERMINALS
You may remember that, in the previous edition, we
reported that the Bishop of St Albans, the Rt Rev Alan
Smith, had been campaigning for the maximum stake
on Fixed Odds Betting Terminals (FOBTs), to be reduced from £100 to £2., rather than the £30 recommended by the Gambling Commission.
On 17th May, the government announced plans to cut
the maximum permitted stake to £2, branding the terminals a “social blight”

THANK YOU FROM ED MOONEY
In November last year I spent 3 weeks in Nepal with
NERF Nepal Earthquake Recovery Fund. During my
time I met local NGO’s and travelled to the communities the charity is working with. Myself and other volunteers raised money to fund the construction of a
water tank for a village with no prior access to clean
water. Guided by locals and NERF trustees we
trekked across the mountains, visiting areas of previous aid projects and planned ones.
Thank you so much for your many kind donations
given to NERF after the Sunday morning service and
through my Just Giving page. I took many photos and
made a video of our trek which can be used as promotion for future expeditions.
The people of Nepal are still suffering the effects of a
severe humanitarian crisis following the earthquake
on 25th April 2015. They need permanent shelters,
supplies and a path to restoring their lives. NERF
aims to help facilitate recovery through the funding
and implementation of efficient projects adhering to
their values of collaboration, kindness and accountability. Programmes designed with Nepalis, for Nepalis.

INVITATION
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE
SERVICE OF INDUCTION of
REV JOHN HARDAKER to the
ST ALBANS URC CLUSTER PASTORATE
On: SATURDAY 28TH JULY 2018, at
1.00pm

The change, subject to a parliamentary vote likely to
take place in 2019, will reduce the government’s tax
take from the machines but this will be paid for by an
increase in duty applied to online gambling.

At : HOMEWOOD ROAD

The government also outlined a package of gambling
regulations designed to protect vulnerable people and
the young.

BIBLE STUDY GROUP

They include the use of spending limits for online gambling until companies have carried out affordability
checks to ensure gamblers have enough money to play.
The age limit for the national lottery, which can be
played at 16, will also be reviewed, while online gambling firms will be made to tighten up age checks.
SAVE THE DATE
BARN DANCE
SATURDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2018
HOMEWOOD ROAD CHURCH HALL

Followed by refreshments

During Paul Dawson’s and Andrew Clark’s time
with us, we had a small but much appreciated Bible Study Group which ran on a Thursday afternoon and which has, sadly, fallen into abeyance.
Like the House Group, the Bible Study Group determines for itself what material it considers- there
is plenty around, including the York Courses which
cover many topics in an accessible way.
Ray Fraser has kindly agreed to try to re-ignite
the fire of the Bible Study Group - so if you are
interested, please tell him; the day and time of
meeting can be whatever suits most of the participants, but the aim is to provide the opportunity for
reflection during the daytime for people who are
unable or don’t wish to come out in the evening.
The aim would be to start in September.

7.00 pm to 10.30 pm
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SUSTAINABLE ST ALBANS WEEK 2018
- REVIEW
Even though I was prepared to be shocked by the film,
"A Plastic Ocean", shown at The Odyssey,
it made a deep impact on me. The thought of the world's
oceans containing more plastic than fish within the next
20 to 30 years horrifies me! Sustainability has always
been important to me because it's about meeting today's
needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. This was demonstrated in a
week long programme of events in St Albans for the second year running.
I also went to hear Adrian Whalley from Christian Aid,
who
addressed
us
at
Homewood
Road
on Christian Aid Sunday. "Sustainable Money: Climate
Risk and Investment" was hosted by Trinity URC. Adrian
explained Christian Aid's "Big Shift" campaign which
encourages UK and global banks to move investments
and loans out of fossil fuels into clean, sustainable energy. Top banks invest at least nine times as much in fossil fuels as they do in renewable energy thus fuelling
climate change that is impacting on our overseas neighbours and putting our shared future at risk.
For poor communities in the global south suffering the
climatic
consequences
of
the
global
north's unsustainable dependence on high energy consumption,
environmentally
sustainable
churches
are welcome signs of hope and climate justice. It was
therefore encouraging to see "Developing an Eco
Church "in the week's programme of events. This evening was hosted by Marlborough Road Methodist Church
at which members of St Paul's explained how it became
the first church in St Albans to receive an Eco Church
award.
These were just three events out of 100 which took
place during the week. Others were as diverse
as "Easy Breadmaking for All", "Eco Poetry" and
"Sopwell Secrets Walk." People could join in at home
too by calculating their carbon footprint, aiming to buy no
single-use plastic or choosing to live without eating
meat. This inspiring week is volunteer led and enabled
by a variety of local and national funders and sponsors.
For me, the spirit of the week is captured in the words of
this poignant worship song:
Touch the earth lightly,
use the earth gently,
nourish the life of the world in our care:
gift of great wonder,
ours to surrender,
trust for the children tomorrow will bear.
We who endanger,
who create hunger,
agents of death for all creatures that live,
we who would foster
clouds of disaster,
God of our planet, forestall and forgive!

THE KINDNESS OF STRANGERS----BIREUEN, Indonesia – For several days last month,
the local fishermen of Aceh, Indonesia, threw offerings of rice and water buffalo bones into the sea, part
of their yearly ritual called khanduri laot, during which
they recite prayers thanking God for the bounty of the
ocean and seeking safety from its dangers.
Weeks earlier, the fishermen themselves had been
protectors of the sea.
In separate incidents in April, Acehnese fishermen
guided two boats carrying 84 Rohingya refugees to
safety on Indonesia’s shores, where they were allowed to disembark, in accordance with the law of the
sea and Indonesia’s landmark 2016 Presidential Regulation Concerning the Handling of Foreign Refugees.
They were among the first confirmed maritime movements of Rohingya refugees through the Andaman
Sea since May 2015, when interceptions and delays
in the disembarkation of several thousand refugees
and migrants led to dozens of deaths at sea.
Indonesia’s 2016 Presidential regulation has helped
mitigate that risk, as demonstrated by the lives saved
by the Indonesian government’s support of the rescue, disembarkation and reception of these two recent groups.
Kushida*, 57, was among 79 Rohingya refugees who
stepped on dry land in Aceh on 20 April, weeks after
fleeing in an open boat from her home in Sittwe, the
capital of Myanmar’s Rakhine State, where over
120,000 Rohingya are internally displaced. Denied
citizenship and basic rights in Myanmar, an additional
700,000 Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh since
August last year, when violence consumed Rakhine
State.
Resting in temporary accommodation provided by the
local authorities in Bireuen, a city on the northern
coast of Aceh, Kushida watches carefully over her 11
-year-old granddaughter, Rumana. The girl’s mother
– Kushida’s sole surviving child – wanted Kushida to
take Rumana to Malaysia, where Rumana’s older
brother has sought refuge. Kushida agreed; in her
mind, the boat journey, even with all its risks, was the
only chance to protect Rumana from further violence
and persecution. Kushida had already lost five of her
sons to the inter-communal violence that first erupted
in Sittwe in 2012.
UNHCR is currently working with local government
bodies, the national Red Cross Society – Palang Merah Indonesia – and a host of other partners to provide aid to the refugees in Aceh and restore their
links to family members in other countries. In the
meantime, local Acehnese in Bireuen have embraced
the refugees with donations of food, clothing, and
medication, just as they did when nearly 1,000 Rohingya refugees arrived in Aceh in May 2015.
“The people in Aceh have reminded me that God will
take care of my innocent sons,” said Kushida, taking
a deep breath. “My grandchildren are my only hope
now.”
Source:UNHCR
* Names changed for protection reasons

Robin Hogg
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MESSAGE FROM CONVENOR HEARTLAND STEERING GROUP
“As you know , Heartland is now scoped at 3.5 (ministers-Ed), and we are seeking to call the 0.5 as a Discipleship Enabler to help us explore more effectively what it means to walk as people of the way, together and in our
individual contexts. As with any ministry, there are costs to be borne. These may include, for example, housing,
Council tax, water rates, car allowance, mileage, telephone, broadband, postage and training. Housing costs in
this area when no manse is available are very high and contributed to the view of Treasurers that they were in
fact unaffordable. Meetings with the Synod Moderator and convenors of Synod committees suggest that Synod
would view any bid for grant funding most positively. With this in mind the Heartland Steering Committee is now
consulting with churches to enable the preparation of such a bid. Our realistic estimates of non housing costs
suggest we may need £12990 per annum. We would then ask for a grant for the housing costs for a fixed term
of 5 years in the first instance, with a view to extension if all goes well.
In order to proceed, we are asking churches to pledge, in a similar way to an M & M pledge, for the non housing costs. Using member numbers from the Annual Return as the most objective basis for calculation suggests
the need for a pledge in the region of £30 per member per annum. Whilst this sounds, and is, a large amount,
the benefits in terms of our discipleship and mission together may be huge. Some churches may find the whole
amount too high, whilst some may be able to afford more. We do want to work together on this.”
Your Elders considered this request at their May meeting and have given their support, in principle, to the proposal for the post and the likely cost of £30 per member, with synod financing the accommodation costs.

THE HOMEWOOD AND TRINITY STROLLERS APRIL FORAY
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FREE CHURCH SERVICE

BOOK CLUB
The Book Club has selected its next book for consideration. It is “The Meaning in the Miracles” , by the Dean
of St Albans, The Very Rev Dr Jeffrey John
Jeffrey John gave a sermon on this topic some
years ago in the Lent
series at Marshalswick
Baptist Free Church
Anyone who has heard
Dr John preach will
know how enjoyable
and invigorating an experience it is - and his
books offer the same
thoughtful and refreshing consideration.

The Book Club meets on
Monday 2nd July at
7.30pm in the Upper Room to discuss this book, so
there’s plenty of time to acquire it and read it.

You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel :
Wed 4 July 11.00am

Rev Nick Young, Methodist Minister ,St Albans &
Welwyn Circuit
Wed 1st August 11.00am
The Very Rev Dr Jeffrey John, Dean, St Albans
Cathedral
Services are followed by a fellowship lunch in
The Abbots Kitchen and all are welcome

AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL? ----A great-grandmother has raised hundreds of pounds for an overseas aid charity by cycling 130 miles across Scotland to
mark her 80th birthday. Ellison Hudson, of Dundee, completed the journey from Helensburgh to Dunbar over six days in
aid of Mary's Meals, a project which feeds over 1.2 million children daily around the world.
Now widowed, she was married to Church of Scotland minister the Rev James Harrison Hudson for over fifty years and is
a regular member of Broughty Ferry New Kirk.
She is keen to help a charity that she has supported for many years and pleased to do it through a cycle ride.
"I love the simple idea behind Mary's Meals - giving children a good meal at school," she said. "Having previously lived in
India, I've seen first-hand the poverty that exists and I think it's wonderful what Mary's Meals is doing around the world."
Mary's Meals in South Sudan
Mary’s Meals has launched an emergency campaign calling for help to reach desperately hungry children caught up in the
worsening crisis in war-torn South Sudan, as fighting forces families from their homes and schools around the country are
being destroyed.
Around 6.3 million people are already facing a hunger crisis and, as the lean season between harvests approaches, this
figure is expected to rise. More than seven million people – almost two thirds of the population – could soon be at risk.
Mary’s Meals has been present in South Sudan since 2008 and is already reaching 20,520 vulnerable children in the
country with life-saving daily school meals.
The charity is one of the few organisations providing reliable and consistent food delivery to schools in the country, working alongside its local partner organisation, the Diocese of Rumbek, to feed desperately hungry children at 40 schools in
Rumbek, Yirol and Mapuordit in the Lakes state, a region that has been plagued with persistent violence and food insecurity.
Now more hungry children are turning to Mary’s Meals
for help as rising numbers of families arrive in the area
where the charity is working, having fled from other
parts of the country.
During this time of crisis in South Sudan, the daily
meal Mary’s Meals provides is not just a powerful incentive to come to school, but it is also a vital lifeline
for vulnerable children in need of nourishment.
For more information, see www.marysmeals org.uk

Source : Church of Scotland website
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS

•

In July, we support Tools for Self Reliance.

•
•
•

Tools for Self Reliance(TFSR) is a UK
based charity working to help relieve
poverty in Africa. It works with local African organisations to deliver a programme of tools and training to
bring about effective and sustainable change to trades
people and their communities. The primary countries it
works in are; Ghana, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Uganda
and Zambia.
The charity runs vocational training projects which provide people with the skills they need to set up their
own business. It also equips them with a toolkit to get
them started. As well as technical training in trades
such as carpentry, welding, and bricklaying, it provides
training in business and financial management. TFSR
believes that this approach gives people the best
chance of success.
On average, 85% of people who join a training course
with TFSR are running a business and have increased
their income six months after completion. With the additional income from their own enterprises, trainees
can buy more food of a better quality, improve their
living conditions, educate their children, and access
medical care.
Small and micro enterprises are critical to reducing
inequality and improving life chances for people in
some of the poorest countries in the world. Vocational
training and small scale enterprises are identified in
the Sustainable Development Goals as crucial activities for achieving change, and Tools for Self Reliance
plays an important part in livelihood development in
Africa. 4053 people were supported in the past year,
and 25,000 tools were shipped to Africa

•

•
•

All persons who live in the locality can easily
access.
Promote Social inclusion.
Provide facilities for early intervention.
Work cooperatively with partners, such as
Herts Mind Network, Social Services and the
NHS.
Provide effective support for groups and individuals.
Support carers.
Are user led.

A wide range of services are provided, for example,
the Adult Learning Service, which believes that engaging in something creative or working on improving self-image can be beneficial. The service therefore provides regular courses across the charity’s
four sites in Hertfordshire, for people aged over
16, who have experienced mental distress.
The charity is continually developing new courses
around the management of difficult emotions and
creative courses that help with general wellbeing
and a wide range of subjects, such as computer
club, providing informal sessions for surfing the Internet, emailing, playing games, etc, as well as the
opportunity to learn Microsoft Office programs (e.g:
Word and Excel) and to prepare documents like
CV’s. There are Art, Craft and Music groups too.

On Saturday 30th June, Trinity URC will be holding its annual Duck Race at Wheathampstead
Meadow in aid of Christian Aid.
This will be a part of the Messy Church activities
that day. All are welcome to come along for the
race, and for Messy Church and all are very welcome to sponsor a duck, whether or not you attend! If you are interested in sponsoring a duck in
aid of Christian Aid, please phone Jenny Roberts
on 01727 861514/07808 363555.

In August, we support the local branch of MIND, the
mental health charity - MIND in Mid Herts
Mind in Mid Herts is a local mental health voluntary
association and charity affiliated to national Mind. Mind
in Mid Herts came into existence through the amalgamation of Mind in Welwyn Garden City/Hatfield, and
Mind in St Albans on 1st March 2007, with a remit to
provide services across the Mid Hertfordshire area.
Mind in Mid Herts aim to provide services that:
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In May we looked at the Ascension and heard what happened when Jesus went back up to heaven. In
June we celebrated the birthday of the church at Pentecost.
In July, we’ll be sharing a communion meal together and finding out a bit more about why we do it. We’ll
be baking bread, squishing grapes, decorating the table and lots more to help us get ready for this special meal. As usual, there will be lots of crafts, messy activities, music and food to keep us busy!
There will be no More@4 in August.
Forest Church
In May we looked at Ascension and in June we explored the story of Jesus calming the storm.
In July we’ll be continuing to worship God through his creation as we explore our natural surroundings.
There will be no Forest Church in August.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
July 1st

Jesus Heals

August 5th

I am the Bread of Life

July 8th
July 15th

Jesus Sends
John

August 12th
August 19th

Bread from Heaven
Living Forever

July 22nd

Jesus Heals

August 26th

Sticking with Jesus

July 29th

Jesus Feeds a Crowd

Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet every Sunday apart from the second of the month between 6.00-7.30pm.
As usual we will have games, challenges, discussions and lots of food. Our last session will be 22 nd July
before we break for the summer. We’ll start again in the Autumn Term.
We will also be continuing our Sunday Morning Youth session on 8 th July.

Special Services
There will be a Family Service on;
Saturday 28th July at 1pm -

Induction Service for Rev’d John Hardaker. We will join with the other 3 churches

in our cluster as we welcome John Hardaker to be minister of our communities.
Summer Fun Mornings
During the summer holidays this year we’ll be running Fun Mornings every week. There will be messy
activities, games, crafts and lunch. For children aged 0-11 and their parents and carers.
Thursday 26th July

Thursday 16th August

Thursday 2nd August

Thursday 23rd August

th

Thursday 9 August

Thursday 30th August

Happy Birthday
We wish many happy returns to;
Kameron on 26th July
Sarah
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In July at more@4, we’ll be having a communion service. Why not have a go at making your own Last Supper
scene using the template below?
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PRAYERS FOR SUMMER
Under the warmth
of the summer sun
the world awakes and blossoms
into every imaginable colour.
You created a garden for us to enjoy,
and within it planted
the most magical of flower and trees.
You needed no horticultural training
to plan your colour scheme,
no gardening expert
to recommend variety or design.
Your garden is perfect,
its colours harmonious,
its scale immense,
spoilt only by the clumsiness
of those who tend it.

Creator God
who breathed this world into being,
who is discernible within
the harmony of nature,
the perfection of a butterfly's wing,
the grandeur of a mountain range,
the soaring eagle and humming bird,
thank you for this world
which you have created.
Thank you for summer sun,
which reminds us
that your creative breath
is still alive and active.
Thank you for the warmth of your love,
sustaining this world,
your garden

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Summer.htm#ixzz5Hf21h8tk
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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MORNING SERVICES IN JULY AND AUGUST
JULY
Led by:
1st

Rev Meryl Court (Holy Communion)

8th

The Choir

15th

Stephen de Silva

22nd

Martyn Macphee

Sat 28th

Induction of Rev John Hardaker as Minister of St Albans URC Cluster

1.00pm
29th

Bob Little
NB Cluster service at Chiswell Green

AUGUST
Led by:
5th

Rev John Hardaker (Holy Communion)

12th

Worship Group

19th

Martyn Macphee

26th

Rev Meryl Court

EVENING SERVICES
15th July

CTM Service at Heartwood Forest ( to be confirmed)

6.00pm
No other evening services in July and August
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