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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW

FEED PROJECT, VINEYARD CHURCH ST
ALBANS

Dear friends,

Over seven years ago, in an attempt to live out Jesus'
simple command to love our neighbour, the Vineyard
Church began to gather food and essential items to
give away to whoever was in need in the local community. Today, FEED has become one of the county's
largest food banks, giving out on average 90 bags of
food a week.

Last time I wrote I was saying a fond farewell, and here
I am now heralding that you’re going to be stuck with
me for a wee while yet. I know you’ll realise that we’ve
been juggling the intricacies of managing the big
change of location for the children and for us as a whole
family, in between seeking to discern where God would
have us be and what he would have us do. This is real
life stuff, and it is rarely easy, as I’m sure your own life
circumstances will have told you already.
But here we are: life has brought us to the point of
staying in St Albans, and whilst we still have the vulnerabilities that entails for us, we are confident in the God
who holds all things together for his glory.

It has become clear to me in nearly a year with you, that
there is so much that we can work towards together as
we grow together in Christ, and in the mission he has
called us to. Our recent Healthy Churches exploration
has already highlighted for us a few areas upon which
we can work and move forward creatively and with confidence. It is to that work that we now turn our attention,
alongside the day to day experience of life in our church
community.
Queen Esther, when she was caught up in trying to defend her people from the influence of those who wished
to destroy them, recognised with the help of others that
she had been in the right place and the right time as
she accepted that she was there ‘For such a time as
this’ (Esther 4: 14). I am happy to join in her affirmation, in spite of my feeble understanding of the ways of
God, that God has indeed the ability to turn all things
towards the good.
yours in Christ
Andrew

There are lots of ways people can help. You can drop
off food donations at the church (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm &
Sun 9am-1pm) - just download a shopping list to find
out what’s needed (www.the vineyardchurch.co.uk/
feed/ )You can give regularly to the Feed Fund which
will help the food bank maintain its resources and
meet any deficit in the ever growing need. Or perhaps
you're able to give a couple of hours one day to help
collect donations from generous shoppers at a local
supermarkets. Lots of schools support FEED by making their own collections - so much so that it's become
somewhat of a competition to collect the most items
each year!
FEED is also looking for people to join the growing
volunteer team who run FEED on a Monday morning .
Look at the website (details above) for more information.

CAN YOU HELP, PLEASE?
Many of you will remember that we used to have a car
rota to bring a few people to church, but, as the circumstances of the individuals changed, the need for it
went. Now, Peter and Eileen Sinden have decided that
the time has come to give up their car, and they would
welcome the support of their Homewood Road friends
to get them to and from church on a Sunday morning,
from the end of July.
If a few people were able to offer to help with this ,we
could easily get a little rota together, so if you can help,
please let me know, together with any constraints on
availability.
Many thanks
Lesley King

The Christian Aid Door to Door Collection organised
so ably by Marilyn and Nigel Whittle, raised
£1,353.75 . Many thanks to all who helped in any
way, whether by collecting or counting.
The Children’s Church Christian Aid lunch raised a
further £400, and was
much enjoyed by all who
attended. Thank you to
Children’s Church (with a
little help from Mary Lees
and Diana Devereux).

ST ALBANS CLUSTER VACANCY
The Moderator of Thames North Synod, Andrew Prasad, recently met the vacancy group consisting of representatives of the four churches in the cluster (Bricket
Wood, Chiswell Green, Trinity and Homewood Road),
together with the Interim Moderator, Rev Nick Brindley.
Following lengthy probing of the paperwork and discussion of various elements of the pastorate profile, he expressed himself satisfied that the vacancy was ready to
be declared. It consequently will be made known to all
ministers at the end of June. That is the first step along
the road to being able to make an appointment.
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HERTS WELCOMES SYRIAN FAMILIES
hwsf.weebly.com #refugeeswelcome
Monday 27 June 2016 8-10pm
Chiswell Green United Reformed Church Hall, Watford
Rd, St Albans, AL2 3HG
If you would like to attend or to know more about the
event please contact Helen Byrne, Soroptimist International St Albans & District
Email: sistalbans@hotmail.com Tel: 07944 725226

COFFEE CLUB
Coffee Club would like to thank everyone for their support
and generosity for the cake stalls in February and April –
the first two sales have raised an amazing £452!
As you know our chosen charity this year is ‘Singing For
The Brain’ (affiliated to the Alzheimer’s Society).
This is a local group who meet every week at our Church
and provide a very rewarding afternoon of song and verse
for those affected by the condition and for their carers.
It is most stimulating and entertaining for all involved and
we are delighted to be able to support them.
Please make a note of the next two cake stall dates – July
10th and October 16th (Church Parade)
Thank you all for your continued support,
Pauline Blacket

EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST Annual
Lecture 2016
Tuesday, 28 June 2016 - 18:30 St James'
Church ,197 Piccadilly London W1J 9LL
History and Hope: what is the future for Palestinian Christians?
Speaker: Fr Jamal Khader. Fr Jamal is Dean of the
Faculty of Arts, Professor of Theology, and Chair of
the Department of Religious Studies at Bethlehem
University where he teaches Peace Studies.
Doors open 5.55pm.
Tickets are free but you must book your place. A
collection for the work of Embrace will be taken.
Seats are allocated on a first come, first serve basis.
If possible, please register the name of the individuals attending the event if you are booking for a
group.
To book ,call 01494 897950.

PRAYER FOR ST ALBANS
The next Prayer for St Albans will be held
at Thirlmere Church, Cell Barnes Lane, St Albans on Friday 8th July from 8:00 to 10:00 pm.
Whatever the result of the EU Referendum, which
promises to be close, it is important for us to pray for
our nation at this time.

NEW URC LOGO

The URC has a new logo, which will soon be appearing
on all its publications:

We hope you will be able to join with us, as we
come together again to seek the Lord and to pray.
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for
those who will believe in me through their message,
that all of them may be one, Father,
just as you are in me and I am in you.” John 17:2021.

An old lady was posting a large
family Bible to her brother in
another part of the country.

The Homewood Road website has already been updated,
thanks to Steve Hamill.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays - 19 July , 16 August
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome

The Post Office clerk asked “Is
there anything breakable in
here?”
“Only the Ten Commandments”
said the old lady.
One Sunday after church, a mother asked her very
young daughter what her Sunday School lesson had
been about. The daughter answered “Don’t be
scared, you’ll get your quilt”. That left mother somewhat puzzled, and so next day, when she happened
to meet the Sunday School teacher, she asked her
what the lesson had been about. She said “Be not
afraid, your comforter is coming”.
(Ed: of course, if she had been at Homewood Road, she
would have heard all about it at the end of the service !)
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MISSION - LIVING THE GOOD NEWS by Lawrence Moore, Director Windermere Centre
Do you know the origin of the word, “mission”? It comes from the Latin verb “mitto”, meaning “to send”. Hence
missionaries are classically people whom the church “sends” to other parts of the world – places where there
isn’t yet a Christian church. So mission is typically connected with “church extension”.
But that’s not the origin. The word was first used to refer to the sending of the Son by the Father into the world in
order to save it (in other words, as a shorthand for John 3:16-17). Jesus was the first missionary. And here is
what lies at the heart of the “rediscovery of mission” during the late 20th century: mission is God’s idea and goal,
not the Church’s. Mission happens because God is a missionary God – at work transforming this world into the
Kingdom of God. That is what salvation means in its fullest sense. And God’s saving mission is on-going: it started in the life and ministry of Jesus and is continuing as we speak through the Holy Spirit and whatever groups of
human beings are prepared to sign up!
Stop and think about that for a moment. God’s priority – God’s mission – is saving the world, not establishing the
Church. The Church is intended to be God’s “shop window” for the Kingdom … but it may not be and often isn’t.
It is intended to be God’s hands and feet in the world, working with God to transform the world into Kingdom …
but may not be and often isn’t. Think for a moment of the way in which the Church has been actively involved in
the Inquisition, the slave trade, the subjugation of women, Apartheid, the Holocaust … In fact, the Christian
Church can often be part of that from which the world needs saving. And what I discovered for myself as a young
Christian police detective during the Zimbabwean Bush War is that devout Christians can do things completely
contrary to the gospel and the Kingdom, all the while believing that they’re carrying out God’s will. They can be
the people who are most blind to the problem.
What it all boils down to is this: the Church is authentically the Church to the extent that it is engaged in mission.
If it isn’t, it may be many things – but it isn’t what God intends as the Church. Let me put it this way: if the Church
isn’t engaged in God’s mission, it’s engaged with something other than that. At the very least it will be distracted
from its calling and task; at the worst, it will be actively involved in opposition to what God is doing.
Mission transforms a church. Most significantly, it both challenges churches to focus on being more faithful rather than more successful, and shows them the way to do that. Because mission is always focussed outwardly,
and calls on us to pay very particular attention to the people most often overlooked, it immerses us in the process of dying and rising that Jesus told us is the way to Life.
Churches that are involved in mission not only make a Jesus-shaped difference in their communities: the members find themselves being transformed in the process. Mission is Spirit-business, and part of the Holy Spirit’s
job is to make us more and more recognisably like Jesus.
That’s a good thing! Two thousand years of Church history has done huge damage to the Church’s credibility.
Jesus, by contrast, is as admired and as popular as ever. Mission closes the credibility gap between Jesus and
the institution that bears his name. And when that happens, churches themselves become part of the Good
News that they proclaim. When that happens, churches grow – naturally, consistently, and for all the right reasons
Lawrence Moore

BECOME A DEMENTIA FRIEND
Come to a Dementia Friends Information Session to learn a little more about what it is like to live with dementia
and turn that understanding into action.
Jenny Graham is going to lead a short session – between 11.50am and 12.45pm – on Sunday 10th July in the
Back Hall
Dementia Friends is also about the small ways we can all help– from telling friends about Dementia Friends to
visiting someone we know with dementia, every action counts.
Please take time out between buying your cakes at the Coffee Club stall and having lunch to find out a bit more.
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FOCUS ON REFUGEES — CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND
Maha Campbell is an elder in the Church of Scotland and was one of two Arabic speakers on the delegation of
twelve women from Britain and Ireland who visited refugees, camps and projects in Greece at the end of May on a
trip organised by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.
I was privileged to be asked to join a group of women from England, Ireland, Wales and Scotland to visit the refugee camps in Greece as an interpreter. I had never done anything like this before.
Our outward flight from Glasgow to Athens was delayed due to weather which left us with no sleep that night as we
travelled on to the island of Samos early the next morning. Our discomfort and travel difficulties bore no comparison to the journeys undertaken by the people we met.
We drove towards the camp in Samos and my heart sank with the sight of the high fence, barbed wire and people
behind the closed gate. When I approached and greeted them in Arabic, they rushed to the gate to speak to me to
tell me all about what had befallen them. They could not understand how they had been detained behind this
barbed wire for two months and were unable to move on.

One man noticed that I was wearing a cross and he said “There are only five Christian people here in the camp
and the conditions are not good and that is all I’m telling you.” I responded that we would love to be able to help
everybody in the same way but deep down in my heart I felt sad about my powerlessness to help anyone to move
out from these areas.
Refugees showed me their medical notes and I could see what was wrong with them but I still felt helpless to act
upon the slow processes that they complained about and their inability to convince a doctor or a nurse to speed up
their treatment.
As a nurse for 41 years, my training was always to make people feel better and improve their health and their living
conditions. Here I felt my knowledge was of no value as I could not influence events.
The soldiers and the guards in these camps had one purpose: to make sure that everyone was back behind the
shut gate. I come from the Middle East and for me barbed wire and high fences signify barriers between countries
where normal relationships do not exist. It gave me the feeling of déjà vu where the attitude of a government becomes so authoritarian that the keeping of law and order takes precedence over the human suffering and tragedy.
I was very impressed by how the church organisations in Greece have continued to embrace people and their suffering. I was particularly struck by Maria and her husband, who run the Greek Salvation Army offices. Their help
and care for refugees oozes from a fountain of faith in Christ and a love for humanity.
At night Maria drives around the streets and parks of Athens to try to protect the unaccompanied refugee children
and young adults from traffickers who would otherwise entice them into the sex trade. Although she is not always
successful, Maria tries her best to protect their dignity by teaching them their legal rights in a day centre that also
provides them with hygiene kits, clothing and baby facilities. She talks freely and openly about her faith and the
miracles that she encounters in her work. Helping others with warmth, enthusiasm and steadfastness.
I met a young couple with their one year old baby at Maria’s office. They had almost given up hope of finding each
other again when the Greek rescue boat took the woman and her baby off a traffickers’ dinghy, leaving her husband, their belongings and the other men in the boat. She was taken to the town of Polykastro but did not know
anyone there. With no money and no telephone she was unable to contact her husband.
A boat picked up her husband and the other men and took them back to Turkey against their wishes. The next
morning, he went back to the shore and had to pay again for another trip across the sea to Greece to reach his
wife and son. They were reunited two days later.
It was the Salvation Army who gave them hope by finding them a small apartment where they lived with another
family.
As a Palestinian, I know that Muslims and Christians in Syria have traditionally lived in harmony. This was reflected
in the way I was received when they recognised my familiar accent. Although what I witnessed was distressing, it
gives me some small satisfaction that I am able to help them tell their stories to a wider world.
Source: Focus on Refugees—a programme of Churches Together in Britain & Ireland website
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GIFT AID

REMINDER --HARVEST SUPPER BARN
DANCE

The use of Gift Aid is a very painless way of adding 25% to
the value of your donations– the additional sum that Homewood Road is able to recover from HMRC when donations
are made under the Gift Aid scheme. You can pledge in
Gift Aid a sum equivalent to that which you pay in tax each
year, and if you are a higher rate tax payer, you can make
further savings in tax by entering the amount of Gift Aided
donations you have made in your tax return.

Date:

17th September 2016

Time:

7.00 pm to 10.30 pm

Venue:

Homewood Road Church hall

Music:

The Ivel Valley Band and Caller

Food:
option

Chicken and chips or Vegetarian

Cost:
(under 16)

Adult - £10.00 pp/ Child - £5.00 pp

Profit:

Donated to Food Bank, St Albans

Many people now pay their regular church offertories by
standing order; if you don’t currently, but would like to,
please see Richard Lovett or Robert Thomson. A simple
gift aid pledge will cover these, and any other, donations
that you make during the year. You will be given a uniqueto - you gift aid number by Robert.
Many people do also make other donations during the
year, to the monthly retiring collections , for example, and
here there is evidence of some confusion about which envelope to use. The following is aimed to help dispel the
confusion.




If you are already signed up for Gift Aid, and are
donating to a Special Collection, please use the Yellow Special Collection envelopes which require no
information other than your Gift Aid number
If you have forgotten your Gift Aid number, write in
No 100, with your name against it, in order that the
church may still be able to claim the HMRC rebate.
Robert Thomson will ensure that the donation is correctly recorded against your actual Gift Aid number,
and will remind you of your number at a later date.



If you still make your general donations to church
funds in cash, and are registered for Gift Aid, please
use the Blue envelopes and record your Gift Aid
number on them. Again, if you have forgotten your
number, write in No 100, with your name, as above.



If you are not a tax payer, and would still prefer to
envelope your donations, please use the Green Collection envelopes



If you bring a visitor to church, and they would like to
Gift Aid their donations, whether to the offertory or a
Special Collection, ask them to use the yellow envelopes which require full information about name, address, and eligibility for Gift Aid to be completed

If you are a tax payer, and are not currently Gift Aiding
your donations, do please think about doing so; remember,
at a stroke, you can increase the value of your contributions to Homewood Road by 25%.

WATFORD FRIENDS OF SALFEET PUBLIC
MEETING
7.30 p.m. Thursday 14 July 2016 St Mary’s Church Centre, Church Street, Watford, WD18 0EG
“Kairos” – “Now is the time” The call from Palestinian
Churches and the response of Kairos Britain

Speakers from Trinity URC St Albans, a Kairos community

The meeting will describe the cry for help from Palestinian
Christians as they suffer Occupation and the Separation
Wall, and the Kairos Britain network formed in response.
Many churches, as well as individuals of all faiths (and
none) have signed up to Kairos Britain. This is a meeting for
all with a concern for peace and justice in Israel/Palestine.

Free Church Services in the Lady Chapel :


Wednesday 6th July 2016 at 11a.m. Preacher:
The Very Reverend Dr. Jeffrey John, Dean, St
Albans Cathedral.



Wednesday 3rd August 2016 at 11a.m. Preacher:
The Reverend Fr. Brian Reynolds, Catholic Ecumenical Chaplain, St Albans Cathedral.

Each service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch

Hear about many aspects of Kairos Britain, including reporting of the current situation in Palestine, and current actions
and focus in the run-up to the centenary of the 1917 Balfour
Declaration.
See also www.kairosbritain.org.uk
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In July we support two charities with
an international focus; Tools for Self
Reliance (TfSR) and Teaching Aids
at Low Cost (TALC). Tools for Self
Reliance is a small UK based charity working to help relieve poverty in
Africa. Its approach to development is
to focus on the artisan sector in rural
communities. TfSR aims to contribute to poverty
reduction in Africa by working with its partner organisations and supporters in the UK to empower people to
build viable and sustainable livelihoods through the
delivery of technical, business and life skills training
and through the provision of tools for their trades.
It works closely with local partner organisations in Africa to deliver effective and targeted support to the rural
poor of the region. Moreover, the charity’s broadbased volunteer base in the United Kingdom helps
raise awareness of issues such as rural poverty in Africa, and the importance of sustainable livelihoods and
income diversification. TfSR volunteers also assist with
a tool collection and refurbishing programme.
TfSR recognises the fact that tools and training are
only a small part of the answer to the problems facing
people in poverty. Consequently, it relies on its local
partner organisations to take a wider view of the needs
of rural craftworkers. In collaboration with its partners
TfSR strive to provide appropriate support and
conditions, such as:


ensuring availability of affordable credit



the presence of a real and sustainable supply of
spare parts and raw materials



networking opportunities so that ideas and
knowledge can be shared



ongoing demand for products



access to further training opportunities.

This integrated approach to development helps to ensure a culture of self-reliance, not dependency.

Founded in 1965 by Professor David Morley CBE,
Teaching-aids At Low Cost (TALC), based in
Harpenden, is a unique charity whose main objective

is to promote the health of children and advance
medical knowledge and teaching in the UK and
throughout the world by providing and developing
educational material.
The materials are chosen because they are specially
written for conditions in poor countries. TALC either
buys in the books and CDs and distributes them at
as low a cost as possible, or finds the funds to produce and/or distribute new materials – such as their
e-TALC CDs.
Health workers across the developing world already
know and value TALC materials. In addition, TALC
works with authors of key texts to help them reach a
wider audience. Translations of essential TALC publications have been made into 22 + languages including: Arabic, Chinese, Farsi, French, Hindi, Hungarian, Indonesian, Korean, Mongolian, Portuguese,
Spanish and Vietnamese.

In August, we support two charities with a local focus, the Trinity URC Community Project, and the
local branch of MIND.

The Trinity Community Project has been running for
25 years now, supporting vulnerable people in the
community. Trinity Community Project offers day
services and opportunities to people experiencing
mental health issues and/or living with a learning
difficulty. The service is open five days a week from
9am to 5pm. It aims to encourage people to participate in a range of social activities within the service
and out in the community, which offer choice and
promote people’s skills, independence and selfconfidence, while maintaining their dignity and safety. It offers activities based on individual needs and
interests e.g. arts and crafts projects, cooking, access to IT (incl. WI-FI), discussions, going for walks.
There are also time-limited weekly sessions facilitated by people with specialist expertise and volunteers
aimed at developing skills and interests, increasing
knowledge and understanding, developing selfexploration and coping strategies. Examples include:
Art, Exercise, Mindfulness, Support with Work, Cookery, and Gardening.
Our second charity is MIND in Mid Herts, a local
mental health voluntary association and charity affiliated to national Mind. MIND in Mid Herts is committed to providing high quality, user led and relevant
services. It has a team of professionals who offer
services including Counselling, Peer support, group
therapy, computer skills, employment advice, befriending and training. All services are designed to
encourage personal development, social inclusion,
employability and general public awareness of mental health issues.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORK UPDATE
More@4
In May we explored the theme of Pentecost with flame coloured streamers and headbands, bubbles blowing in the wind, stained glass windows, dove shaped biscuits and a banner to represent
the Holy Spirit. We even had those present speaking in ‘tongues’ (well, just foreign languages!)
and a birthday cake to remind us that Pentecost was the Birthday of the Church.
On 12th June we explored the story of Ezekiel’s vision and ‘the valley of the dry bones’. We
looked at how God can completely revitalise us in seemingly hopeless situations through his
power of his Holy Spirit and we had lots of exciting ‘Bone and skeleton’ related activities planned
for the children.
On 10th July, More@4 will be based around the theme of this Sporting Summer with the forthcoming Olympics in Rio and, after starting in the church, we are planning to walk to the Wick for
some sporting activities and a picnic - if the weather permits!
There will not be a More@4 in August but we will restart on Sunday, 11 th September.
Children’s Church
In Children’s Church we continue to have lots of fun on a Sunday morning! – and hopefully are
learning a lot about God and the Bible at the same time!
Since Easter, we have been looking at the themes of Peace and Love, the coming of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost and the significance of the Trinity. We are now learning about the healing miracles of Jesus.
I would like to thank the willing team of helpers and parents who are doing a wonderful job leading and supporting the Children’s Church each week. Children’s Church will continue until 24th
July and will then be replaced by Storytime sessions during the Sunday mornings in the summer
holidays. It will restart again on 3rd September.

Festival Service
A reminder that 26th June is our Summer Festival Service organised and led by Children’s
Church. We are hoping to follow the service with a visit to Wheathamstead, where the annual
‘Duck Race’, in support of Christian Aid, is taking place at 2.00pm. We are suggesting bringing
your own picnic lunch, parking in the public car park in Meads Lane and then having a picnic in
the meadow by the river from 12.30pm onwards. In the event of bad weather, the picnic will be
cancelled but the Duck Race will still go ahead at 2pm. Let’s hope for sunshine this year!
Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet on Sunday evenings from 6.00 – 7.30pm for our older children
and we now have a very enthusiastic and loyal group of youngsters and helpers who enjoy
games, activities, (eating!) and taking part in some very interesting ethical discussions.

Helen Griffiths
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With a busy sporting summer ahead of us, we may like to reflect that following Jesus is sometimes compared to setting out on a journey or embarking on a race through life.

Hebrews Ch 12 says:
‘Such a large crowd of witnesses is all around us! So we must get rid of everything that slows us
down, especially the sin that just won’t let go. And we must be determined to run the race that is
ahead of us. We must keep our eyes on Jesus, who leads us and makes our faith complete….’
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A MEDITATION FOR SUMMER

The warmth of the sun's embrace,
the gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide,
the rhythm of seasons,
of new birth,
death and recreation.
All these speak so clearly of your love,
your power
and your beauty.
All are expressions of your creativity,
and more importantly of yourself.
As an artist might share his personality
within each brushstroke,
so within the myriad colours of a butterfly's wing
you share the exuberance of your love

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Summer.htm#ixzz4BYixpVF6
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CALENDAR

10.30am

6.30 pm
(unless shown otherwise)
July

3rd Colin Williams HC

6.00pm Songs of Praise
St Leonard’s, Sandridge

Followed by Church Meeting

10th Andrew Clark

No evening service

17th Andrew Clark

No evening service

24th Andrew Clark

No evening service

31st Andrew Clark

No evening service

(HR also to be represented at cluster service in Bricket Wood)
August
7th Andrew Clark HC

No evening service

14th John Steele

No evening service

21st Colin Williams

No evening service

28th Martyn Macphee

No evening service

HC = Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 31 July 2016 please
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