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Dear Friends

FOREST CHURCH

Service offered to others is what the church often does
best. Most communities up and down the land benefit
from the service local churches offer. We seemed to have
grasped this element of the Great Commandment that to
love our neighbour as ourselves requires us to serve
them.
This expression of discipleship is more visible when we do
it together at a lunch club or food bank or through making
rooms available to local groups to hire, but I suspect the
greater balance of service is done quietly at a personal
level. Being kind to our next-door neighbour, volunteering
at a local charity or being a school governor are all part of
the service we as followers of Jesus offer week by week.
The mission God has trusted to us to make disciples begins in our worship and is strengthened in our fellowship,
but it is in our service that we make bridges of friendship
and trust which make evangelism possible. One good illustration of this principle is found in Lawrence Singlehurst’s wonderful little book “Sowing, Reaping, Keeping”.
He describes how we try to drive our ten-ton evangelism
truck over a five-ton friendship bridge! No wonder our
evangelism often collapses, we need to build stronger
links, and service is perhaps the best way to do this.
If people see that we care, through the way we serve,
they are in a much better position to hear our faith story.
Like pieces of a jigsaw, the actions and the words fit together to create a coherent picture. Any plans we have to
grow the church are dependent on these two pillars, the
third being prayer. Service is, for many of us, the easiest
to both understand and act upon. May I encourage you to
keep up the good work and continue to serve in both the
public and private spaces you occupy
.
Blessings, John

REFLECTIONS
“Our prime purpose in this life is to help others. And if
you can't help them, at least don't hurt them.”
Dalai Lama
“We are all here on earth to help others; what on earth
the others are here for I don't know.”
W H Auden

Dear Folk

We, the family of Colin, would like to thank all who
gave cards, phone calls, flowers, donations and help
on the death of Colin.

“You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.”

The donation results were;

Indira Gandhi

Stroke Association £1200

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to understand more, so that we
may fear less.”

Macular Society £630

Marie Curie

Ann
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Despite the caption, this photo, which appeared in the Herts Advertiser, was taken at Greenwood’s thanksgiving service and Plant -out for Pollinators on 23rd May , which took place as part of the recent Sustainability Festival. The
central object is a bug hotel.

Some of the Homewood & Trinity Strollers on a recent walk at Highfield Park. They even managed to have a picnic!
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SUPPORT FOR CHARITIES
At present, we cannot collect donations to charities in the way that we normally would. However,
the need for our support remains, so we ask that, if
you are able, you make your donation directly
online. Details of how to donate to each charity are
given below, and in the weekly newsletter. We recognise that there are many demands on us all, but
please support these charities if you possibly can.

FEED
FEED is currently asking for financial contributions,
rather than donated goods. Please make cheques payable to Vineyard Christian Fellowship of St Albans and
write “FEED” on the back . Because staff are not able
to go to the bank as frequently as normally, FEED is
also using a website called Bankuet to receive donations-see below:
www.bankuet.co.uk/feedstalbans

In June, we support Essex & Herts Air Ambulance
Essex & Herts Air Ambulance is not part of the NHS
and receives limited Government funding.
It is a charity and relies on donations. That support
provides a free life-saving Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) for the critically ill and injured of
Essex, Hertfordshire and surrounding areas.
The charity’s pre-hospital care doctors and critical care
paramedics provide advanced medical care on-site
that is normally only found in the Emergency Department. Once stabilised, patients are rushed to the most
appropriate hospital for their needs. This early intervention makes a dramatic difference to each patient’s
survival.
In what EHAAT believes is a first for a UK air ambulance charity, it has carried out a thorough review of its
carbon footprint and sustainability, and is now looking
at how it can achieve a net zero impact. The first stage
of this process was to engage a carbon consultant and
work with them to calculate the charity’s carbon footprint for the year 2019-20 . Having done so, one of the
first beneficiaries of this trailblazing work is EHAAT’s
new airbase at North Weald, which will become operational this summer. The building was designed with
environmental considerations as a priority.
Additional steps such as improved waste segregation
and recycling and Eco boilers are also being installed
at the charity’s airbase and its headquarters in Earls
Colne, as well as its charity shops across Essex and
Hertfordshire.
Over the coming year EHAAT will take steps to further
improve sustainability and the organisation’s carbon
footprint.

In July, we support, Health Books International
( formerly TALC).
Originally called Teaching-aids at Low Cost (TALC),
HBI was founded in 1965 by Professor David Morley
CBE MD FCRP, in response to requests from overseas students for teaching books and equipment to
use in their own countries. Initially, TALC focused on
sending out transparencies. Demand grew and the
charity expanded into distributing books and teachingaids and accessories.
Healthworkers in low income countries do not always
have access to up-to-date health and medical information to help them diagnose and treat their patients.
HBI offers a practical, highly-effective response to a
lack of access to information by sourcing, producing
and distributing practical and accessible health information designed for use where resources are limited.
Materials are clearly written, well-illustrated and relevant to the conditions in which many health workers
operate – with limited access to electricity and reliable
internet connections, sophisticated equipment or
drugs for treatment. Health Books International’s vision is a world where everyone has access to good
quality healthcare with a mission to improve health by
providing healthcare and medical information designed for use in developing countries on a not-forprofit basis.
To donate, go to:

www.healthbooksinternational.org

WORDS OF WISDOM
Talent is God given. Be humble. Fame is man-given.
Be grateful. Conceit is self-given. Be careful.
Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because your character is what you really are,
while your reputation is merely what others think you
are.

To donate, go to www.ehaat.org
A mistake is valuable if you do four things with it: recognise it, admit it, learn from it, forget it.

John Wooden (Basketball coach)
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At last!!
Join us for…

‘Songs of Praise’
at
HOMEWOOD ROAD URC
Sunday 27th June, 6.30pm
An invitation is extended to everyone in the cluster churches to attend. In the event that the relaxation
of the lockdown restrictions is delayed, the event will take place on Sunday 18th July at 6.30pm. If
you have a favourite hymn that you would like to be included, please email Helen Griffiths at
hfgriffiths57@gmail.com
She will do her best to accommodate as many requests as possible before we sing ourselves hoarse!
The United Reformed Church has become a founding member of new campaign coalition Together With
Refugees. ( Source: URC website)
The coalition, made up of more than 100 national, local, refugee-led and grassroots groups, calls for a better approach to supporting refugees that is kinder, fairer and more effective, and believes in showing compassion to people fleeing war, persecution or violence.
Together With Refugees aims to inspire hope and win deep change in the UK’s approach to refugees.
In a statement the coalition said: “This means standing up for people’s ability to seek safety in the UK no matter
how they came here. It means ensuring people can live in dignity while they wait to hear if they will be granted protection. It means empowering refugees to rebuild their lives and make valuable contributions to their communities.
And it means the UK working with other countries to do our bit to help people who are forced to flee their homes.”
Inspired by the refugee nation flag, and the colours of a lifebelt, the coalition’s orange heart logo symbolises hope
and compassion. With the campaign slogan #WhoWeAre, the heart is intended to be adopted widely to show support for refugees while underpinning a sense of unity. They represent that together, as a movement, we are larger
than the sum of our parts.
Simeon Mitchell, URC Secretary for Church and Society, added: “At a time when there is such hostility being expressed towards immigrants, and the government is proposing unfair and unworkable reforms to the asylum system, it is important to set out a positive alternative vision of a better approach. How we treat people seeking refugee
protection is about who we are. The Bible exhorts us to show hospitality to strangers. By
being part of this campaign, we are saying that we stand alongside those seeking safety
and sanctuary in the UK, and want to them to experience respect, fairness and kindness.”
For more information, visit Together with Refugees.
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A BLUE-SKY GROUP UPDATE

I must begin by clarifying just what the Blue-Sky Group was set up to do, because it has become apparent that the issuance of the questionnaire at the same time, has created some confusion in people’s
minds. The Blue-Sky Group had a very narrow brief, which was to look at ways of building ourselves
back up, after the Covid 19 Pandemic. This was to be done by putting together some activities that we
could all participate in, in order to remind ourselves of our community spirit of togetherness! A listing,
which hopefully Members and Friends alike will want to support, and enjoy, is outlined below. The
questionnaire was to help with the much bigger concern going forward, namely, how we regrow the
church after the Covid 19 Pandemic, a subject that the whole Elders’ Group is actively contemplating?!
From the replies to the questionnaire sent out to all those on the email listing, it is obvious by the quality
of response, that careful thought has been given, with many first class ideas and comments, now being
considered very carefully by the Eldership, and which we hope to implement. So the two areas are
quite separate, but at the same time, bound together; build ourselves up with social group activities,
and regrow the church by listening to what the existing Members and Friends want, whilst looking at
ways to attract new people! We can only do this together!

The following is a note of the activities planned so far:
1. ‘A Picnic in the Park – the Church Car Park’ – Sunday 1 st August after the morning Service, which
will hopefully be the first ‘normal’ Service. The picnic will be buffet style, with sandwiches, and savoury
snacks etc., tea, coffee and soft drinks will be provided, together with some fresh fruit, and puddings.
This is all weather dependent, but the Halls will be available in case of rain!
2. Sunday morning 8th August will see coffee, tea, and biscuits served from 10.30am, giving us all a
chance to meet for a chat. Ten or fifteen minutes before the Service begins, appropriate music will be
played and or sung, leading us gently into the Service proper.
3. Welcome Back Sunday will be 19th September, led by Rev’d John Hardaker, supported by our own
Worship Group. After the Service another Picnic in the Park buffet will be enjoyed, perhaps this time
with additional guests, invited by us, the congregation!
4. A Harvest Supper will be held on Saturday evening 25th September, with a fish and chip supper (or
preferred alternative), followed by some home-grown musical entertainment, readings and recitations.
5. Sunday 26th September will be Harvest Festival Sunday, led by our own Worship Group.
6. Martyn Macphee has kindly offered to prepare,(with helpers) over the two consecutive months of November and December, hot cooked meals, with the December meal being a ‘Christmas Lunch’ on 19th
December, followed by some entertainment.
7. At the request of several respondents to the questionnaire, we will look to re-introduce Sunday Evening Services to run from April to the end of September, when in addition to some Communion style Services, different forms of Worship could be tried, perhaps to appeal to different age groups, with guest
speakers. Generally a more experimental approach than a straight copy of the morning Service.
Hopefully this gives you a flavour of things to come, and we would ask for your support where you are
able, and prayers where you’re not!

Very best wishes
Ray Fraser on behalf of The Blue-sky Group
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Homewood Road URC
You are invited to join us
on Sunday 1stAugust
- after morning service
(the Church Car Park!)

This will hopefully be our first ‘normal’ service back and a
good reason for celebration!

The picnic will be provided, buffet style, with sandwiches and
savoury snacks, fresh fruit and cakes.
Tea, coffee and soft drinks
We are planning to sit with tables and chairs outside but in the
case of rain, the hall will be available.
Looking forward to seeing as many as possible there!
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YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS
With sadness, we said goodbye to Faye on 23rd May as our Youth & Families Worker, and
wished her well for the next stage of her life journey. She has promised not to desert us entirely, however.
In the meantime, Children’s Church will continue on the four Sundays of live church at Homewood road in June and July -13th and 27th June and 11th and 25th July., and will focus on
Jesus’ parables.

Forest Church will take place on 27th June and 25th July at 4.00pm

Youth Group will meet on 4th July and 18th July at 6.00pm
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Homewood Road URC

SUMMER FUN
(for children aged 0-11 years)

Thursdays - 10.30-12.00
29th July, 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th August

‘Our World’
Oceans & rivers
Grasslands
Frozen World
Forests & Jungles
Caring for our World

Arts & crafts, games, music & refreshments
We are planning to run Children’s ‘Summer fun’ sessions again
this year during the school holidays but we can’t do it without our
usual band of trusty volunteers.
If you would be able to help out with any of these sessions please
contact:
Pauline Blacket, Anne Goldsmith, Helen Griffiths or Norma Slatford
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PRAYERS FOR LIVING IN THE WORLD

Time is something I have
so little of, Lord,
But then you know that!
I am a busy person.
Busy for you, Lord.
doing your work.
It's tiring, very tiring,
and at times I wish it were not so,
that I had time for others,
for myself,
for you…
'Son, you have all the time in the world
and beyond.
You give so much,
and yet leave no time
for receiving.
That's not how it's meant to be,
It should not be you striving to do my work,
It should properly be I doing my work through you.
There is a difference, you know!'
Can we really move mountains
with a mustard seed of faith?
It seems rather a difficult task.
Could we maybe start with a molehill
and work our way up gradually?
But that's not the way it works, is it, Lord?
So often you challenge us
with the mountain
when we feel so unprepared,
unequipped for the task.
It's then that we have to put self aside,
and fear,
and pride,
and cling tightly to your hand.
It is only then that we really feel
the warmth of your touch the certainty of your love,
the power of your presence.
It is only then
that our faith begins to grow,
and we begin to see our real potential.
Thank your, Heavenly Father,
for mountains,
and mustard seeds.
Copyright © John Birch, 2016

www.faithandworship.com
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SERVICES AT HOMEWOOD ROAD JUNE AND JULY
At 10.30 AM

13th June ( with HC)
27th June
11th July ( with HC)
25th July
All services are cluster ones, also accessible via Zoom
Reminder: When you arrive at church:

•

make sure that you are wearing a face covering- you’ll have to keep it on throughout the service, to
comply with government regulations

•

if there is a queue when you arrive, maintain social distance.

•

please use the sanitiser provided (wall mounted) – even if you have recently washed your hands

•

please give your name and contact number to the person collecting the information in the foyer. In line
with guidance issued by the Department for Health and Social Care, we will keep your details safely and in
compliance with GDPR legislation for 21 days before deleting them. We will only share your details with
NHS Test and Trace in the event that it is needed to help stop the spread of coronavirus. We will not use
your details for any other purposes or pass them on to anyone else.

•

If you come alone, you must sit alone, in a designated seat. Similarly, if you have travelled with others,
you should sit with them – we have allocated places for individuals, couples, and groups of three. Please do
not sit alongside people who are not part of your group. Elders/welcomers will help you find a seat – please
go straight to it. Please do not move the signs from one seat to another or change the seating configuration
in any way.

•

Orders of service will continue to be sent out in the newsletter – no paper copies will be provided, and
bibles and hymn books will not be given out- everything will be projected

•

there will be music- but no communal singing

•

If you think you will need some water during the service, please bring it with you
At the end of the service:

•

we’ll ask people to leave block by block—please remain in your seat till asked to leave

•

unfortunately, for the moment, we’re not able to provide refreshments after the service. If you talk to
people in the car park, please observe social distancing– and be careful of cars pulling out
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