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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW

PRAY & FAST FOR THE CLIMATE

Dear friends,

You can pray and fast at any time
of day, on your own or with others.

Over the years, I’ve decided that I am definitely a
‘Spring’ sort of person. The older I get, the more Winter
snows and frosts – or in the case of this year, wet mildness and storms – don’t interest me at all. Summer has
its beauty, sense of lightness and easiness, and Autumn has its beautiful shades and transitions, but spring
wins for me.
In the Northern Hemisphere, we are fortunate enough
for Spring to coincide with the Easter season, a time for
hope if ever there was one. To see life erupt from cold
ground is one of the most powerful metaphors in the
Christian story, and we cannot help but see it all around
us wherever we look.
Spring, however, is but a sign of something greater to
come, with creation reaching the fullness of its bloom in
the height of Summer. Resurrection, too, is such a
sign. It’s a sign of eternity bursting into our lives, a foretaste of all that is to come, and something which stays
with us even in the middle of our Winters
As the sun begins to warm, as the trees begin to bud,
and as the wildlife begins to emerge, I pray that you, to,
will grow and flourish as Christ continues to be rooted
and established in you.

Check www.prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk to find or
add venues where people are praying together, and for
suggestions on further action.
You’ll also find lots of resources, including worship materials, reflective prayers and monthly prayer points, all
of which are designed to help you pray and fast for the
climate

It’s a way in which all Christians can respond to one of
the biggest issues of our time.
Pray and Fast for the Climate is supported by members of the ‘Faith for the Climate’ network, including: A
Rocha UK, The Baptist Union, Christian Aid, Christian
Concern for One World, Climate Stewards, Commitment for Life, Hope for the Future, Operation Noah,
Our Voices, The Quiet Garden Movement, SPEAK,
Tearfund, The Church of England and its Shrinking the
Footprint Programme, The Methodist Church and The
United Reformed Church,

Happy Resurrection Season! Happy Spring!
yours faithfully,

Free Church Services in
the Lady Chapel

Andrew

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 2015
87 copies of the quiz were purchased, of which 17
were entered into the competition.
First place was a close win by Margaret Dewar from
Aberdeen (Margot Hamill's mother ) with a magnificent
score of 99 correct answers!
Second with 97 was The Williams Mob ( Colin & Ann)
and
third
was
a
joint
result
by
Margaret Skilton & family and the Cornish Pirate.
Once again the quiz travelled to Cornwall, Scotland &
Australia.
The compilers of the quiz are Graham Rutherford’s
sister-in-law and
a
retired librarian
friend.
They are probably concocting 2016 as of now!
£101

has

Jim Parkinson

been

added

to

Church

funds.

Wednesday 2nd. March 2016 at 11a.m.
Preacher: Rev John Steele

Wednesday 6th. April 2016 at 11a.m
Preacher: The Reverend David Ronco, Baptist Minister,
Central Baptist Association.
Services are followed by a Fellowship lunch

APOLOGY FROM YOUR EDITOR ——
As some of you may know, my computer crashed recently, resulting in my losing a considerable number of
recent emails, including a few contributions to the Herald. If you sent me something for this edition, and it is
not included, please accept my apologies; if it was not
time sensitive, please send it to me again for inclusion
in a future edition.
Lesley King
2

REMINDER: WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER - FRIDAY 4 MARCH
The 2016 Women's World Day of Prayer service has
been compiled by Christian women of Cuba.
The Cuban National Committee and representatives
from ecumenical organisations came together to develop the service. It was circulated by the International
Committee and translated into more than 60 languages
and 1000 dialects.
You are warmly invited to this interdenominational service of worship and to gain an insight into the lives of
women in Cuba today.
Services will be held as follows:
St Leonard’s, Sandridge

10.30am

Dagnall St Baptist Church

2.30pm

St Julian’s, Abbey Avenue, Cottonmill

8.00pm

HOMEWOOD &TRINITY STROLLERS

OPERATION CHRISTMAS ANGEL
It was ‘all kneedles go’ for many of the knitters at
Homewood Road before Christmas as we embarked
upon Operation Christmas Angels. Over 100 woolly
angels were made up by members and friends of
Homewood Road, and then distributed in the City
Centre and at the shops in the Quadrant at Marshalswick.
Taken from an idea pioneered by the North Tyneside Methodist Circuit, the simply strategy is to ‘yarn
bomb’ the community with small knitted messengers
carrying encouraging messages like ‘You can do it!’
or ‘Your are loved!’. Each angel also carried note of
the church website and a Twitter or Facebook
hashtag (#xmasangels) which allows people to communicate about their angel discoveries! You can still
search for this on Twitter and see all the other Angel
findings recorded there.
One St Albans recipient, writing to us on Twitter,
said, ‘Merry Christmas to you, and many many congrats on spreading hope and joy in knitted form!’
The other joy of that particular story is that the knitter of the found angel, who is not a regular part of
the Homewood Road community, noticed that it was
his handmade angel which was pictured in the
online post, which then led to a friendly exchange of
greeting between the finder and the maker.
This really is such a simple idea, and a lovely way to
bring a subtle reminder to those around us that the
coming of Jesus is ultimately Good News, news designed to draw people together. I am sure in 2016
we can multiply our efforts and seek to take a word
of hope to many more in our community.

—-enjoying their first stroll of the year on the Alban
Way.
Walks will take place throughout the year— look on the
screen on Sunday and at the back of the church for
details.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays - 15 March , 19 April
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome
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HEALTHY CHURCHES GROW!
You may have heard the story of the tourist in Ireland, who, on becoming hopelessly lost on his way to
Dublin, stops to ask a local for directions. The local stops for a moment, chews on his pipe and says
‘Well, if you’re going to Dublin, I wouldn’t start from here!’
Sorry, the jokes don’t get much better. But it does raise for us, however, the fact that when we’re trying to move forward, we can only ever start where we are! During January at Homewood Road, we
have been exploring the ‘Seven Marks of a Healthy Church’, with the specific purpose of asking the
question, ‘Where are we as a church?’ and then ‘Where would we like to go?’ It is not just a question
of ‘growing the church’, but making sure that we are growing in the right directions and being fed by all
the stuff that makes for a healthy community.
And so, inspired by the life and example of Jesus, we’ve been considering the Seven Marks of a
Healthy Church, which are as follows:
1. Energized by faith - rather than just keeping things going or trying to survive

2. Outward-looking focus - with a ‘whole life’ rather than a ‘church life’ concern
3. Seeks to find out what God wants - discerning the Spirit’s leaning rather than trying to please
everyone
4. Faces the cost of change and growth - rather than resisting change and avoiding failure
5. Operates as a community - rather than functioning as a club or religious organisation
6. Makes room for all - being inclusive rather than exclusive.
7. Does a few things and do them well - focused rather than frenetic
Now that we have explored these themes via Sunday morning preaching, the congregation will now be
invited to assess where they think the church ranks on each of the marks. These ‘scores’ will then be
collated to reveal areas of strength and weakness, which will then be used as a catalyst for creating
opportunities for development as well as highlighting areas for celebration.
The findings of the church survey will be presented at the Church Meeting on Sunday 17 April, and
those in attendance will have the opportunity to share their views and reflections.

NEW BOOK CLUB– COMING SOON
A new venture for Homewood Road is a Book Club, which will have its first gathering on Thursday 10th March at
7.15pm – 8.30pm.
This group is an opportunity to come together and chat about the themes and topics of the chosen books.The
book chosen for the first meeting is ‘Chasing Francis: A Pilgrim’s Tale’ by Ian Morgan Cron, and tells the story
of a pastor who has lost his faith in God, the Bible, and his super-sized congregation. On revealing his predicament, he is given leave of absence and finds himself
in Italy working out his faith struggle with a group of Fransiscan Friars, and learns
more about the intriguing life of St Francis of AssisI.
The book is a charming, challenging and comforting book, and surely one for our
age when people no longer take things for granted. It is easily readable over a
couple of evenings with a nice hot cuppa; you’re sure to enjoy the story.
The idea of the group is simple: 1) grab yourself a copy of the book, which is
available online or through your local bookshop, 2) Read the book through before
the 10th March, 3) Come along to the Upper Room at Homewood Road for 7.15pm
on the 10th March and we’ll discuss the book together in the group.
It is hoped that the Book Club will meet 4 times a year to give plenty of time for
reading in between. We will look at a variety of fiction, non-fiction and biographical
material, and hopefully enjoy many opportunities for helpful and meaningful conversation about life’s issues. If you’d like any more information, or any help in
tracking down a copy of the book for this upcoming group, please contact Andrew
Clark via all the usual ways.
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EASTER IN ORDINARY
This is an article written by Lawrence Moore, Director Windermere Centre.
Easter in Ordinary is the title of a book by Nicholas Lash, a former professor of mine in Cambridge. I bought it,
thinking it would be a series of essays about the events of Easter but it wasn’t. It was about life, language, politics and all sorts of things – but nothing on the Easter texts! It took me a long time to realise the significance of
the title. Lash was talking about the way in which Easter “appears” and is made real in daily life. That it took me
so long to “catch on” is an indicator of how we often treat Easter – like Christmas – as an “event” rather than as a
way of life. It’s the great Christian festival, which we focus on when the shops are full of Easter eggs and soppy
cards with fluffy little chicks. It’s a special time of the year, rather than the way in which all of time ought to be
lived.
Easter – crucifixion and resurrection – didn’t just “happen” to Jesus. It “happened” to the world. In the long story
of God’s love affair with creation, Easter is a new beginning – the point at which God “changes the rules” forever. Resurrection doesn’t just mean “bringing back to life” as though it was a rather spectacular act of resuscitation. It means re-creation. The crucifixion of Jesus is more than an act of judicial and religious murder. It is the
end of everything, for Jesus is more than a man – he is God in human flesh, the maker of all that is and the
source of all Life (John 1: 2-4). Killing Jesus was the last chapter in the story of how human beings are determined not to give God any space in our world. It means that we chose, once and for all, to live life without
God. It was our last word on the subject.
But God wouldn’t leave it like that. Just as in the creation story in Genesis, God creates “out of nothing”, so at
Easter, God brings new life out of the ashes of all that has gone before. When we have said our final “No!” to
God, God doesn’t withdraw and leave us to it – forsake and condemn us – but, in love, speaks a new word of
creation all over again. It is the great Last Word of Life and Love – resurrection!
Easter tells us what sort of God we have to do with. This is a God who refuses to stop loving, refuses to condemn, refuses to be shut out. This is a God who, in grace and mercy, doesn’t leave us to the consequences of
our actions, but carries on wooing us, forgiving us and offering Life. And when we have done our utmost to get
God so offended and outraged that God goes away – by killing God’s only, beloved Son – God says, “Sorry –
you’ll have to better than that!”
Yet all of this is just so much theology and theory unless it actually makes a difference to life. God’s purpose in
sending Jesus was to save the world (John 3:17). And saving means transforming it from a place of suffering,
despair, loneliness and death into the place God always intended it to be. This is what Jesus called, “The kingdom of God”. He talked about it, and told his disciples to pray that it would come. And when they wondered
what it was they were actually praying for, Jesus explained: “Your will be done hereon earth”.
So Easter begins to be real when the disciples of Jesus live and act in the world as he did. Do you remember
the awful murder of Stephen Lawrence – the young man who was murdered for sport by the five white men (who
were never prosecuted) simply because he was black? One of the things that didn’t get reported was that the
dying Stephen was found by two Catholic women who had just left a prayer meeting. One ran for help. The other cradled Stephen, and as he was dying, kept saying to him over and over again, “You are loved! You are
loved! You are loved!” Those were the last words he heard. That was Easter in ordinary.
When the communities of coffee growers are transformed by the Fair Trade subsidy that is made possible because you and I and others buy fairly traded goods, that is Easter in ordinary. When lonely people who are shut
in are visited and reminded that they are remembered and cared for, that is Easter in ordinary. When people
who have been offended and wronged say genuinely and freely, “I forgive you!” and relationships are restored,
that, too, is Easter in ordinary.
Of course, it isn’t only Christians who make Easter a reality. When people gave generously to help the victims of
the Tsunami, or marched to Make Poverty History and donated to Live Aid, when Mandela was released and
Apartheid ended, all those were instances of Easter in ordinary.
Easter “happens” in tiny, tiny things, as well as the big things. Jesus called those little things, “mustard seeds”,
and promised that they would have an effect far out of proportion of their size. That is because they are part of
God’s new creation, and share in the re-creative power of resurrection.
That ought to encourage us. Looking at the sheer scale of what needs changing in our world is daunting. In
fact, it’s often impossible to believe that anything significant can be done. But Easter reminds us that God is the
God who needs only mustard seeds, and who can bring something out of nothing. We who are disciples of Jesus are actually living proof of that reality. And God sends us out into the world to make Easter “happen”. In
“ordinary”.
Lawrence Moore
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St Albans Friends of Palestine present:

Saturday 12 March 2016
6:30 pm to 9:30 pm at Trinity UR Church,
1 Beaconsfield Rd, St Albans AL1
3RD
Enjoy live music and delicious
Palestinian food infriendly company.
Stalls include Palestinian Embroidery and Costume, Bookstall,
Zaytoun Fairtrade Olive Oil, Craft sales table, and more.
Poetry reading and songs.
All welcome. Free admission, donations to support Medical
Aid for Palestinians, Palestine Trauma Centre (UK) and Palestinian Child Prisoners.

To reserve your place, contact 07849 041285,
or email: stafriendsofpalestine@gmail.com
Come and join us –
we look forward to welcoming
you to this special evening!
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In March, we support Breadline Africa
Breadline Africa provides infrastructure
projects that benefit early childhood
development (ECD – providing educational support to children between the
ages of one and six years), and children and youth in literacy. Today, Breadline Africa is
one of the biggest suppliers of converted shipping containers for poverty relief in South Africa and has delivered more than 300 containers to poverty-stricken
communities across the country.
This focus is clustered into three main areas – Early
Childhood Development (ECD), libraries and a range
of similar container projects to uplift communities. In
addition, Breadline Africa also provides initiatives
(such as seaside outings, feeding programmes and
school stationery support) to uplift the lives of young
children – to open imagination and enable futures.

-tudes will bring about more opportunities for people
with a learning disability to live their lives as equal
citizens.
St Albans & District Mencap offer a wide range of
services for children young people, adults, parents &
carers and people with profound and multiple learning disabilities, including training, holidays and respite breaks and training.

CAKE STALL

A reminder that the Coffee Club’s first charity cake
stall of the year will take place on Sunday 28 February, so please come equipped to buy —and, of
course, please bring along some cakes to sell if baking is your thing; they’ll be gratefully received.
This year , the Coffee Club’s charity is “Singing for the
Brain” an offshoot of the Alzheimer’s Society, a local
group of which meets in our hall every week. Its purpose is to encourage the enjoyment of simple singing
and music among sufferers of Alzheimer’s and other
forms of dementia. The group is well attended; there is
a lot of evidence that singing familiar songs is something which many dementia sufferers are able to take
part in with great pleasure after many other faculties
have departed.

LEXOPHILES – LOVERS OF WORDS
In April, we support the local branch of Mencap.
Mencap has been at the forefront of significant social
change and has achieved a great deal, but it is still
working to change people’s attitudes. Asylums, institutions and long-stay hospital are largely gone, and people with a learning difficulty have more control over how
to live their lives than ever before.

The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was
Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much
pi.
I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but
it turned out to be an optical Aleutian.

But people with a learning disability are still not fully integrated into our society as equal citizens.

A rubber band pistol was confiscated from an algebra
class because it was a weapon of math disruption.

Many people with a learning disability remain cut off
from their local communities. They are still denied basic
human rights, like equal healthcare and job opportunities

The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a
little behind in his work

Mencap’s greatest challenge is to change public attitudes and raise awareness. Greater awareness will
prompt improved understanding. Improved understanding will encourage positive attitudes. And positive atti-

No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be
stationery.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORK UPDATE

I’m writing this in the middle of a couple of weeks where everything I’m doing is the ‘last’ one, it’s a very
strange time. My maternity leave begins on 15 th February and so I’m busy preparing for this next stage. I
wanted to write to thank you all for your support, openness and enthusiasm over the last two years. I
know that a lot has changed in that time and I’m grateful that you’ve invited me to be part of your community during this part of the journey. My time so far at Homewood Road has been full of blessings and
excitement and I look forward to joining you again at the end of my leave. I will of course be back in between times with a baby in tow!
During my leave, the plan is to hire someone to cover my work and for everything to carry on as normal
but it is my sincere hope and prayer that this time will be a time of growth and new life for the church and
its work with Children and Families. I know the elders would appreciate your prayers that this transition
will go smoothly and that God will guide us over the next few months.
As I have no specific details of what will be happening over the next few months I thought I’d leave you
with a more general overview of what will be happening.
Play and Praise will finish when I go on maternity leave so will no longer be meeting.
Children’s Church will continue to meet every Sunday morning during the main service.
More@4 will continue to meet on the second Sunday of every month at 4pm.

Youth Group will continue to meet every Sunday (except when there is More@4) from 6-7.30pm for
school years 6 and above.
Birthdays
Teah Millward on 7th March
Ceitidh Clark on 29th March
Emma Smillie on 7th April
Karina Lall on 23rd April

Sarah Green
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As March sees us celebrating Palm Sunday, you might want to have a go at making your own Palm Cross.
Follow the instructions below;
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A PRAYER FOR LENT
Loving Father,
all the fancy words
in the world,
expressed in eloquent prose,
decorated with emotion,
spoken with conviction,
cannot compete with a heartfelt
'sorry'
when all other words fail.
There are times
when we are all too aware
of our limitations,
conscious of sin,
and the distance it creates between us.
Sometimes 'sorry'
is all the heart can bear to say aloud.
It is only you
who can read and understand
the language of our hearts,
only you who can translate our 'sorry'
into the prayer we would have prayed,
if we had the words within us.
Then you forgive,
and having forgiven
surround us in an embrace of love,
drawing us close to your heart,
as it was always meant to be.
Thank you, Loving Father,
that you listen to hearts,
as well as voices
Thank you.

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Lent.htm#ixzz3za0OAOcJ
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CALENDAR

10.30am

6.30 pm
(unless shown otherwise)
March

6thJohn Steele HC

7.00pm

Mothering Sunday

13th Andrew Clark & team

CTiM Lent Course
Marshalswick Free Baptist Church

7.00pm

Parade Sunday

CTiM Lent Course
Marshalswick Free Baptist Church

20th Andrew Clark & team

Andrew Clark

Palm Sunday Family Service

Taize style worship for Holy Week

24th Maundy Thursday

8.00pm

Martyn Macphee HC

25th Good Friday

2.00pm

Andrew Clark
“Songs Around the Cross”

26th Easter Saturday

2.00pm— 5.00pm
Prayer Vigil

27th Andrew Clark
Easter Sunday Family HC

John Steele

April
3rd Colin Williams HC

Mike Findley

10th Andrew Clark

David & Helen Mooney

17th Andrew Clark

John Steele HC

24th Andrew Clark

3.00pm

Andrew Clark
Service for Housebound

HC = Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 3 April 2016 please
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