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March - April 2017

Dear Friends

PREPARING FOR EASTER

As we enter into Lent 2017 at the beginning of March
we see a world all around us that could do with a step
back from itself to reflect! At home and abroad, the
headlines are hectic, confused and frantic. As Christians, Lent offers us the opportunity to pause and refocus. In some churches, symbols, colour, flowers, and
decoration are stripped back to focus our attention inwards. It is an opportunity just to search our heart and
priorities.
Wherever we look - locally, nationally or internationally
- we see competing ideologies seeking to ride roughshod over anyone getting in their way. In its extreme,
this can be murderous: at its most basic, maybe petty
one-upmanship. As we consider the example of Jesus,
we learn the attitudes that we need to walk through our
world with. Christian writer and Roman Catholic priest,
Henri Nouwen, reflecting on the life of Jesus, said:
"For Jesus, there are no countries to be conquered, no ideologies to be imposed, no people to be dominated. There are only children,
men and women to be loved.”
We are about to see his ultimate act of love upon the
Cross yet again. Let us, too, set our faces towards Jerusalem and seek to live a life that reflects our Saviour,
not only in its sacrificial love, but in its joyful resurrection living. The hope that we have is for sharing!

See pages 10 and 11 for details of
events and services in March and April
leading up to and including Easter.

Every blessing
Andrew

A REMINDER ABOUT PHOTOS ——

CHRISTMAS QUIZ

If you have photographs for display, perhaps of a
church event, close family wedding, fundraising endeavours or similar, please send them to Judith Osei
using the email address:

Once again the quiz proved popular --some 80 copies
were purchased
However, only 11 were entered into the competition;
the
general
feeling
was
that
this
year’s
quiz
was
exceedingly
difficult.
The winner was The Wadebridge Silver Surfer ( via
Robert
Thomson)
with
a
score
of
88
correct answers
£127

has

been

Jim Parkinson

added

to

church

funds.

homewoodurcphotos@gmail.com
Judith is kindly acting as a bringer together of church
related photos, - she will, from time to time, be arranging displays in the foyer. Thank you.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays 21st March, 18th April
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

NEWS FROM THE HOMEWOOD RINGERS

Friday 3 March 2017

During December, we performed three gigs. The first
event was at Strathmore House, where we met Barbara Eden. We were made very welcome. We played
some pieces, then carols, which they enjoyed. The
staff, including the manager, had a go.

AM I BEING UNFAIR TO YOU? (Taken from Matthew
20:1-16)
This service, based on the above bible passage, has
been compiled by the Christian women of the Philippines.
The Republic of the Philippines is a sovereign island
country situated in the Western Pacific Ocean with a population of over 100 million.
This archipelago comprises over 7000 islands with Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao the main islands.
The Philippines is in the Pacific Ring of Fire close to the
Equator which contributes to the high incidence of typhoons and earthquakes—around 20 per year.

Roman Catholic and different Protestant denominations
are represented. Women study theology and are ordained in Protestant churches and serve as bishops and
other high ranking roles.
Today many women often take on the roll as breadwinner
and although the constitution provides for equal rights, in
practice Filipino women are discriminated against and
treated as subordinates in society.

The challenge in the Philippines is to work together to
spread a local and global culture of economic and social
justice, friendship, care and compassion.
Come & share in this service at one of the following
churches:
St Leonards Sandridge 10.30am
Marlborough Road Methodist Church 2.30pm
(please note the change of church from last year)

Next, we performed at the Day Centre at Homewood
Road where we feel really at home. Some of the audience had a go with the chimes and joined in with
the carols.
The last gig we did was at the Women’s Fellowship of
St Helen’s Church at Wheathampstead. It was a
lovely afternoon - we joined in the meeting, then
played and enjoyed tea together.
Diana Devereux

CHILDREN ARE QUICK
Teacher: Why are you late?
Bob: Because class started
before I got here.
Teacher: John, why are you doing your multiplication sums on the floor?
John: You told me to do them without using
tables.
Teacher: Colin, how do you spell “crocodile”?
Colin: K- R - O- K-O-D-I-A-L
Teacher: No, that’s wrong.

Colin: Maybe it’s wrong but you asked me how I
spell it.

St. Bartholomews 8pm
Joyce Nunn

FROM COFFEE CLUB
The Charity Bridge afternoon originally scheduled for
Thursday April 6th in the main hall has been deferred
to Thursday October 26th at 2.00pm. More details to
follow nearer the time. Apologies for any inconvenience the change of date causes.
If you are a bridge player then do keep the date free - it
will be tables of 4 - cost, £10 per person.
Our chosen charity will be Young Carers in Herts.
Thank you again for your continued support.

Teacher: Bill, why do you always get so dirty?
Bill: Well, I’m a lot closer to the ground than you
are.
Teacher: Now Simon, tell me honestly, do you
say your prayers before eating?
Simon: No, sir, I don’t have to - my mum is a
good cook
Teacher: Clyde, your composition on “my
Dog” is exactly the same as your brother’s. Did
you copy his?
Clyde: No sir, it’s the same dog.

Pauline Blacket
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EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
LIFE, I LEARNED FROM NOAH'S ARK.

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 27 FEBRUARY
- 12 MARCH 2017

ONE: Don't miss the boat.
TWO: Remember that we are all in the same boat.
THREE: Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah
built the Ark.
FOUR: Stay fit. When you are 600 years old,
someone may ask you to do something really big.
FIVE: Don't listen to critics, just get on with the job
that needs to be done.
SIX: Build your future on high ground.
SEVEN: For safety's sake travel in pairs.
EIGHT: Speed isn't always an advantage. The
snails went on board with the cheetahs.
NINE: When you are stressed, float a while.
TEN: Remember the Ark was built by amateurs,
the Titanic by professionals.
ELEVEN: No matter the storm, when you are with
God there is always a rainbow waiting.

St Albans Friends of Palestine Public Meeting

Author unknown.

ED: my thanks to Jackie Wilson for this

Tuesday evening 28 February 2017
Trinity UR Church, 1 Beaconsfield Rd, St Albans,
AL1 3RD

A difficult harvest - the story of Palestinian West Bank farmers
Speakers: Taysir Arbasi, Palestinian Director of
Zaytoun and community leader in Salfeet, West
Bank where illegal Israeli settlements have taken
rich agricultural land and resources. Zaytoun sell
Palestinian products in the UK. ]
Jenny Kassman, journalist and activist, with first
hand experiences of the difficulties Palestinian farmers face from Israeli settlers and the army.
Sample Palestinian foods and recipes 6:45 to 7:30
Get your own supplies at the Zaytoun stall
Speakers at 7:30 All welcome. Free admission.

You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the days
shown below:
Wednesday 1st. March 2017 at 11a.m.
Preacher: The Reverend John Steele,
Minister, United Reformed Church, Thames
North Synod.

The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch
Wednesday 5th April 2017 at 11a.m.

RSVPs useful please to stafriendsofpalestine@gmail.com
As part of Fairtrade Fortnight - Thursday 2nd March
The regular Coffee Morning from 10:30 - 12 noon at
Marlborough Road Methodist Church (AL1 3XG) will
have a Fairtrade focus.
Enjoy delicious coffee, tea and cakes and also a
special display about Fairtrade in India and what it
can achieve for small-holder farmers as well as the
community as a whole. Sustainable organic
Fairtrade production can lift people out of poverty.
All are welcome.

Preacher: The Reverend Meryl Court,
Minister, United Reformed Church, Thames
North Synod
The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch

HOMEWOOD FOCUS
Equipping an engaged day-to-day discipleship
——- a

new monthly resource, provided by Andrew Clark, to help us grow in faith and understanding. Pick up your copy at the back of the
church or view it on /download it from the
Homewood Road Facebook page.

AUDIO SERMONS
Not able to get to church?

Missed a sermon in a series?
Just go to www.homewoodurc.org , click on
“Worship” and then “Listen to sermons”.
Our thanks to David Mooney (recording) and Steve
Hamill (website) for making this possible.
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.RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In March, we support Breadline Africa.
Breadline Africa provides infrastructure projects that benefit early childhood
development (ECD – providing educational support to children between the
ages of one and six years), and children
and youth in literacy. Today, Breadline
Africa is one of the biggest suppliers of converted
shipping containers for poverty relief in South Africa and
has delivered more than 320 containers to povertystricken communities across the country.
This focus is clustered into three main areas – Early
Childhood Development (ECD), libraries and a range of
similar container projects to uplift communities. In addition, Breadline Africa also provides initiatives (such as
seaside outings, feeding programmes and school stationery support) to uplift the lives of young children – to
open imagination and enable futures.
Breadline Africa provides libraries using reconverted
shipping containers and prefabricated structures. These
are mainly placed in under-resourced primary schools
across South Africa with some also being used as community libraries. The project was launched in response
to the critical situation in South African schools – approximately 80% of them do not have access to a
stocked library. It is the responsibility of government to
ensure that teachers are trained accordingly and
schools have adequate basic resources, but this is not
the case in many primary schools across South Africa.
Only 35% of children can read by the age of 12; 54%
complete secondary school; and 4.7-million South Africans are totally illiterate.
Breadline Africa’s libraries have created an opportunity for more than 50,000 children to access print rich
material across all 9 provinces.

The Society believes that everyone is unique and
deserves the chance to reach out and create their
own future. St Albans Mencap wants to enable people to look at their options, make choices and support them in their chosen lifestyle. Consequently it
tries to offer opportunities for everyone and is constantly looking to increase and improve its service
provision.
St Albans Mencap is a prominent local campaigner
for fairer and better services for people with learning
disabilities. It organises events throughout the year
to allow people with a learning disability to socialise
in a positive, supportive environment and to let parents meet others who have shared similar experiences. One such event is the annual carol concert
at Homewood Road, enjoyed by participants and
audience alike.

CHURCH MEETINGS AND LUNCHES
Church meetings and lunches shared together provide
valuable opportunities for discussion and social interaction beyond that which is achievable on a regular Sunday morning. Here are some dates (extracted from the
Church Calendar) to help you plan ahead.
9th April Church Meeting - AGM
21 May Christian Aid Lunch ( courtesy of Children’s
Church). Afterwards, there will be a single issue church
meeting at which Stephen de Silva will give a perspective on same sex marriage .
25th June Following the Festival service, there will
be a social gathering of some sort, nature and location
determined by weather.

In April, we support St Albans Mencap

Mencap is the UK's leading learning disability charity,
working with people with a learning disability and their
families and carers. St Albans Mencap was formed
over fifty years ago in 1951 and has over 200 members
in the St Albans area. It has developed an organisational structure which ensures people’s views are effectively
heard and the needs of people with a learning disability
and their families and carers are properly supported.
It aims to increase public awareness and understanding
of the problems that children and adults with a learning
disability face and at the same time to help and advise
their parents and carers.

2nd July Church meeting
10th September Bring and share lunch (after “Back
to Church” Family service)
12th November Church Meeting - Approval of Budget
for 2018 & Election of Elders
10th December Bring and share lunch ( after Festival Service)
Hope you can come
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB

Our next book club will be Monday 8th May,
from 7.15pm – 8.15pm. This time round we’ll
be reading an amazing story of an English
mission worker who established a powerful
ministry in Hong Kong’s infamous ‘Walled
City’. ‘Chasing the Dragon’ charts the work of
Jackie Pullinger and the Society of St Stephen as they see transformation amongst the
gangs, prostitutes and drug addicts armed
with little but love and prayer. This book will
challenge most of your regular assumptions
about what one person can do inspired by
God’s love for people.
This book was originally published in the
1980s, but has recently been updated now
that the ‘Walled City’ is now gone and that the
work
has
taken
new
directions.

We will get together, having read the book, to
share our reflections and discuss what questions the book raises. This one is one not to
be missed!
CHRISTIAN MINDFULNESS -A QUIET DAY
SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY 10.00am - 4.00pm ( arrival from 9.30am)
ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH, WATLINGSTREET, ST ALBANS
Led by Rev Alan Stewart - Everyone welcome
Cost £5 which includes drinks, but please bring a packed lunch.
About the day:
The day will include an introduction to Mindfulness and how it relates to Christian meditation and contemplation; exploring various practices; some mindful walking and the use of
the prayer of Loving Kindness.
Please contact the Circuit Administrator for more information or to book a place:
admin@midhertsmethodists.org.uk or 01727 854211
Checklist for the day - bring


Bible

Wear appropriate clothing – you may be walking outside



Packed lunch

You are welcome to bring a yoga mat if you have one



£5
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“ IMMORAL AND ILLOGICAL” IMMIGRATION RULES IN THE US
The Moderators of the United Reformed Church
General Assembly, Alan Yates and Kevin Watson,
have issued the following call to prayer:
It was with deep sadness that we received the news
that President Trump has barred entry to the US to the
nationals of seven countries. As the ruling was immediate, it caused severe distress and personal loss to
many.
If the President will not listen to his critics at home, including one of the foremost American finance businesses, Goldman Sachs, we have no expectation that he
will listen to us. However, that does not prevent us from
expressing our disgust at this action, which is both immoral and illogical. It is not likely to have any positive
impact on the security of the US, and in fact could have
just the opposite effect. Jesus calls us to do two things:
To love the Lord our God and to love our neighbour as
ourselves. We call upon the Trump administration to
reverse this obnoxious order and to begin showing the
love Jesus called us all to show to one another.
We call upon all Christians to pray that the Trump administration will drop this odious order, and to pray for
all our Muslim sisters and brothers that they may find
peace and forgiveness in their hearts.
Source : URC website

A PRAYER FOR SPRINGTIME
Lord, we would grow with you
New shoots reaching out
Hands stretched upward
Like leaves newly formed
Soaking up your light and warmth
Lord, we would grow with you
Lord, we would grow with you
In sunshine and rain
In darkness and light
In cold days and summer days
From Springtime to Winter
Lord, we would grow with you
Lord, we would grow with you
And bring forth fruit
That is pleasing to you
Fed by your living water
Giving sustenance to others
Lord, we would grow with you

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/
prayers_Lent.htm#ixzz4YIVnIFHg
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Fa-

CLASSROOMS HIT BY HEAVY SHELLING IN EASTERN UKRAINE
Wednesday, 8 February 2017
More than 2,600 children from 13 schools in government-controlled areas in eastern Ukraine have been affected
by the sharp escalation in fighting, along with hundreds more from schools in non-government controlled areas. In
the town of Avdiivka, seven schools and kindergartens remain shut, with almost 1,400 children out of school.
Families in Avdiivka and other villages in the area are afraid of sending their children to the schools that remain
open, due to the heavy fighting and fears of unexploded ordnance in the streets.
Save the Children and UNICEF strongly condemn the indiscriminate shelling of schools, and call for all sides to
immediately recommit to the ceasefire signed in Minsk in August 2015. The organizations urge all parties to the
conflict to respect international humanitarian law and ensure that schools and other civilian infrastructure are never attacked or in the line of fire.
Michele Cecere, Save the Children’s Representative in Ukraine, said: “Schools being shelled has tragically become commonplace in this conflict. There are reports of large numbers of unexploded ordnance in the streets,
putting children at enormous risk when going to school, even when they can reopen. It’s vital that children can get
safely back to school as soon as possible so they don’t miss out on any more learning.”
Giovanna Barberis, UNICEF’s Representative in Ukraine, said: “The shelling of schools, the one place where children find safety and normalcy during conflict, is unacceptable and has to stop. Children in eastern Ukraine have
suffered enough and we must ensure that they have safe spaces to seek solace and support.”
The latest closure of schools has worsened the ongoing education crisis already affecting more than 600,000 children in eastern Ukraine. After nearly three years of conflict, more than 740 school – one in five – have been damaged or destroyed, resulting in girls and boys missing many months of schooling due to displacement and the effects of conflict.
Source: Save The Children website
Something to pray about?
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In the January More@4 we focused on Epiphany and the journey of the wise men to bring their gifts to
Jesus.
The February More@4 is going to be on the theme of ‘Unity’ and we are really excited to be welcoming
Sarah back to run this.
Thank you again to all who make More@4 such an enjoyable and memorable event every month – the
trusty volunteers and our wonderful families and children who all get ‘stuck in’ (literally!) to the sometimes messy but fun activities with great enthusiasm. There is a great sense of community within the
group now.
Children’s Church
Since the start of the year, we have been looking at stories from Matthew’s gospel – starting at the arrival of the magi, then to Jesus’ baptism, followed by his invitation to his disciples to ‘come and see’ and
leading to a moment of awe and wonder at the ‘transfiguration’.
We continue to meet every Sunday during the main service - so do come along and join in with the fun.
Thank you to all the many volunteers who have helped out over this last year…it’s important that we
continue to get involved and support Sarah on her return this March.
Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet on Sunday evenings from 6.00 – 7.30pm for our older children except
on the second Sunday of the month which is More@4.
In addition to fun games, really interesting discussions and lots of snacks, they are currently planning
some charity fundraising activities. Just to remind you that we are always looking for extra helpers, so if
you think you would like to get involved - please let us know.
Christmas Activities Report
The Christmas Craft Morning in the church on 10th December was a great success and will certainly
become a regular festive event at Homewood Road! We had great fun preparing for it, lots of enthusiastic volunteers and it was well attended, considering all the other things going on at this time of year!
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Thank you to all the children and adults who played their part in our Christmas Festival Service
’Sing a Song of Christmas’ on 11th December. We certainly had a positive response from the congregation and a very enjoyable time spent together at the ‘Bring and Share’ lunch afterwards.
The Thursday morning and afternoon Toddlers groups took part in short Crib Services after their
Christmas parties – introducing them to the characters and message of the Christmas story –
fairly lively with little ones! – but great fun!
Andrew treated us to a very tasty Family Crib Service on Christmas Eve based around lots of his
favourite chocolate bars! A mouth-watering way to begin our Christmas celebrations!
Forthcoming events
We are planning a ‘Lent’ theme for More@4 on March 12th with perhaps a focus on ‘Counting our
Blessings’, which is the theme of the Christian Aid Lenten Journey this year.
Sarah will officially return on Sunday 19th March and we are all really looking forward to having
her (and little Dorothy too!) back amongst us and leading our Children and Families work once
again.
With Easter being later this year, Sunday 9th April morning worship will be a Palm Sunday Family
Service.
As we would like as many families as possible to join us in the morning, we will not be having a
More@4 that afternoon. Instead, at the time of writing this report, we are planning to have an
‘Easter Craft Morning’ on Saturday 15th April. We will let you know more details nearer the time.
Happy Birthday!
We wish many happy returns to:
Teah Millward on 7th March
Ceitidh Clark on 29th March
Emma Smillie on 7th April
Karina Lall on 23rd April
As we welcome Sarah back after her maternity leave - we thought you might like to see a couple
of photos taken at baby Dorothy’s dedication on
15th January.

Helen Griffiths
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD - MARCH AND APRIL 2017
The Lent and Easter period offer us a variety of worship experiences and speakers to help us connect with the most significant chapter of the Gospel story.
Sunday 5th March – Welsh Service
On this Sunday closest to St David’s Day, we celebrate with the Welsh Society and with Holy Communion led by Bob Little and Colin Williams
Sunday 12th March – Parade Service
We welcome children and leaders from our uniformed organisations for the first of this year’s Parade
Services.
Sunday 19th March – The Path To Jerusalem
We explore the events leading to Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem which would ultimately lead him to
Calvary
Sunday 26th March – Mothering Sunday – Choir Service
Homewood Church Choir will lead us in worship for Mothering Sunday with hymns, readings and
choral pieces to aid our reflection.
Sunday 2nd April – Passion Sunday - Holy Communion
John Steele will lead us in our monthly Holy Communion Service.
Sunday 9th April – Palm Sunday Family Service
Sarah Green and Andrew Clark and Team lead us in worship for Palm Sunday…wave those Palm
branches for the Son of David!
Sunday 16th April – Easter Sunday Family Communion Celebration
We gather for celebration and worship around the Lord’s table across the generations to remember
Jesus’ great love for us.
Sunday 23rd April - leader to be advised
3.00pm Service for Housebound led by John Steele + musicians
Sunday 30th April – Service led by Bob Little
Also:
Maundy Thursday 13th April 5.00pm Passover Supper led by Sarah Green
gether

8.00pm We prepare for Good Friday and share communion to-

Good Friday 14th April

2.00pm

We reflect together on the events of this day

Easter Saturday 15th April

2.00pm - 5.00pm Prayer Vigil
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SUNDAY EVENINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD - MARCH AND APRIL 2017
This year, there will be fewer evening services, reflecting the fact that many evening services have very
low attendances, and the Elders have taken the view the view that it is rather discourteous, particularly to
visiting preachers, to ask them to do a lot of preparation only to find, as on some occasions in the past
year, that the duty elders, the pianist, and perhaps a couple of others are the congregation. However, we
shall still continue with services led by the Elders, and with a number of special services (see below).

Churches Together in Marshalswick Lent Series—Marshalswick Baptist Free Church

Subject

Speaker

Readings

Leading Worship

Setting the series

Rev Dennis

Mary Magdalene

Stamps

John 20: 10 -18

Mass Centre

The Emmaus Walk

Rev Iain Lane

Luke 24; 13 - 35

St Mary’s

The Upper Room

Rev. Ruth
Gouldbourne

19 March

John 20: 19 - 23

Homewood Rd URC

26 March

Doubting Thomas

Fr Grant Holmes

John 20: 24 -29

St Saviour’s

2 April

The Recommissioning
of Peter

Fr David Williamson

John 21: 1 - 17

Marshalswick Baptist
Free Church

7.00pm

5 March
12 March

Sunday 9th April

6.30pm

The Elders

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of
everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the
death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Easter.htm#ixzz4YO6u8CBD
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King by Sunday 2nd April 2017 please
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