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Dear Friends
Well, here we are well into Spring with summer months
just around the corner. Everywhere, longer and brighter days and the gradual warming of the weather lead
us outside more and more, and into a wider interaction
with people and the world around us.
We had a lovely invitation come through our door recently from neighbours who close off the road and organise a street party each year to give our local residents a chance to come together, to meet, to eat, and
to share the things that connect us. I’m sure that we’re
all very different households, but I am also sure that we
must share a sense of hope that communities can be
places of warmth, welcome, fun and blessing even if
they wouldn’t necessarily chose those words.
.

PRAYER FOR SUMMER
The warmth of the sun's embrace,
the gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide,
the rhythm of seasons,
of new birth,
death and recreation.
All these speak so clearly of your love,
your power
and your beauty.
All are expressions of your creativity,
and more importantly of yourself.
As an artist might share his personality
within each brushstroke,
so within the myriad colours of a butterfly's wing
you share the exuberance of your love
Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/
Prayers_Summer.htm#ixzz4eSEh5QSG
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution

We pride ourselves on our ‘welcome’ at Homewood
Road, but there are even times when that has to be
stretched beyond where it has currently reached. Our
world today is constantly firing at us images of the people who should be ‘beyond the pale’: Muslims, other
Europeans and other immigrants; people on benefits
and experiencing long term sickness; people on different spectrums of the political scale.
And yet, among us, there exists greater opportunity to
offer the radical welcome of Jesus, and it comes to us
in our children. Jesus said ‘do not hinder the children
from coming to me, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.’ In fact, he goes much further and suggests that if
we want to ‘enter the Kingdom’ we must become like
little children. (Matthew 18: 2 – 4).
Here is our welcome challenge for this month: let us
look at the way our children come uninhibited, free and
fully themselves into our church community; look at the
ways they embrace the joy of learning about Jesus and
standing up and telling us about it; look at their parents
who take the commitment to bring their children among
us; look at our young people in the youth group who
committed to raising funds to support their peers in acts
of creative service and who regularly engage together
in deeper issues that we never get near around the
coffee table; and let us decide to ‘be like the children’.
You never know…they may welcome us into their
church!
Every blessing

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
This year’s services in St Albans raised £450, which will
be used to support a number of charities in the UK and
worldwide.

Joyce Nunn has completed 15 years as our representative on the local committee which arranges the services
each year. She is standing down and we thank her for
the time and personal commitment she has given to
promoting and supporting the event. Because the
evening service is less well attended, it is probable that
the local WWDofP services will reduce from 3 to 2 in
future years.
At its March meeting, the Eldership decided that Homewood Road should step back from having a representative on the committee for the time being.
Lesley King

Andrew

A REMINDER ABOUT PHOTOS ——
If you have photographs for display, perhaps of a
church event, close family wedding, fundraising endeavours or similar, please send them to Judith Osei
using the email address:

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays 16 May, 20th June
Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

homewoodurcphotos@gmail.com
Judith is bringing together church related photos for
displays in the foyer. Thank you.
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HAVE SOME COMPASSION!
I am someone who has trouble watching the horrors of the news and I’m continually moved at the plight of those
who are poor, and especially children who are powerless to act. I feel that part of my ‘call’ as a Christian is to act
positively in the world, especially to work to alleviate poverty where I can…it is something I committed my life to
when I took ‘vows’ as a Salvation Army officer.
One of the ways we recently decided to do this as a family was to partner with an organisation called ‘Compassion’
who work with children and families in many countries around the world. They partner with local groups to create
holistic church community projects of care; body, mind, and spirit. They provide mentoring, teaching, tutoring, recreation, access to otherwise unavailable health care, and support to the parents of the children through teaching
and courses.
We Clarks recently chose to sponsor a young girl called Maria Rocha Silva, aged 15, who lives in the Catuana
Caucaia plains in Brazil. She is a single child living with her mother, a teacher, and her step-father in a house
close to the size of the average UK garage. Her home has electricity, but her community doesn’t have garbage
disposal, schools, computer access or vocational training for a largely unemployed adult population of some 3000
people in the community.
Our sponsorship enables Maria to take up a place at the Projeto Batista Simear in
the nearest large city 22km away in Fortaleza, where Maria accesses so many
things which significantly improve her opportunities. As well as our sponsor gift to
the organization, we are able to write to her, send small gifts, and an extra cash
gift at Birthdays etc which the project will help her spend. We would also have the
opportunity to visit her in Brazil if we chose to, as well as send other gifts to the
whole family for their use at home. The purpose of the project isn’t to create dependency, however. It is to enable the family, and Maria, to have meaningful support as they take steps to improve their own situation.

Above all, it is our opportunity to welcome Maria and her family into our prayers,
our home and our consciousness for these next few years with the hope that we
will have helped one young life to flourish. Join with us in praying for Maria, and,
if you’d like to consider sponsoring a child yourself or know more about Compassion’s work, please speak to me (Andrew Clark) or visit www.compassionuk.org

FROM COFFEE CLUB

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

The Charity Bridge afternoon originally scheduled for
April has been deferred to Thursday October 26th at
2.00pm. More details to follow nearer the time.

LONDON HISTORICAL WALK
SATURDAY 24TH JUNE 2017
LED BY JONATHAN KIEK

If you are a bridge player then do keep the date free - it
will be tables of 4 - cost, £10 per person.
Our chosen charity will be Young Carers in Herts.
Thank you in anticipation of your support.

Further details to follow

Pauline Blacket
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB
Our next book club will be Monday 8th May, from 7.15pm – 8.15pm. This time round
we’ll be reading an amazing story of an English mission worker who established a powerful ministry in Hong Kong’s infamous ‘Walled City’. ‘Chasing the Dragon’ charts the
work of Jackie Pullinger and the Society of St Stephen as they see transformation
amongst the gangs, prostitutes and drug addicts armed with little but love and prayer.
This book will challenge most of your regular assumptions about what one person can
do inspired by God’s love for people.
This book was originally published in the 1980s, but has recently been updated now that
the ‘Walled City’ is now gone and that the work has taken new directions.
We will get together, having read the book, to share our reflections and discuss what
questions the book raises. This one is one not to be missed!

CHURCH MEETINGS AND LUNCHES

SOME THOUGHTS ON MARRIAGE - - - Some of the finest – and funniest – minds in history
have waxed lyrical on the joys of wedded bliss. Here
are a few of their ( not necessarily pc) observations :
“Marriage is the bond between a person who never remembers anniversaries and another who never forgets
them.”
Ogden Nash
“Marriage is a wonderful institution... but who wants to
live in an institution?”
Groucho Marx
“No! Please don't eat me! I have a wife and kids – eat
them!”
Homer Simpson
“By all means, marry. If you get a good wife, you’ll become happy; if you get a bad one, you’ll become a philosopher.”
Socrates
“Marriage is a wonderful invention: then again, so is the
bicycle repair kit.”
Billy Connolly
“When a man opens a car door for his wife, it’s either a
new car or a new wife.”
Prince Philip
“The best way to get most husbands to do something is
to suggest that perhaps they’re too old to do it.”
Ann Bancroft

Church meetings and lunches shared together provide
valuable opportunities for discussion and social interaction beyond that which is achievable on a regular
Sunday morning. Here are some dates (extracted
from the Church Calendar) to help you plan ahead.
21 May Christian Aid Lunch ( courtesy of Children’s
Church). Afterwards, there will be a single issue
church meeting at which Stephen de Silva will give a
perspective on same sex marriage . ( CA Duck Race
at 2.00pm, Wheathampstead)
25th June Following the Festival service, there will be
a social gathering of some sort, nature and location
determined by weather
2nd July Church meeting – formal approval of 2016
accounts
10th September Bring and share lunch (after “Back to
Church” Family service)
12th November Church Meeting - Approval of Budget for 2018 & Election of Elders
10th December Bring and share lunch ( after Festival
Service)

AUDIO SERMONS
Not able to get to church?

Missed a sermon in a series?
Just go to www.homewoodurc.org , click on “Worship”
and then “Listen to sermons”.
Our thanks to David Mooney (recording) and Steve
Hamill (website) for making this possible.
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.RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In May we support WaterAid.
Everything WaterAid does is about
getting safe water, sanitation and hygiene to everyone everywhere by
2030. They deliver services and make
change happen. They tackle the reasons why millions of the world’s poorest people live without these most
basic human services.
With hundreds of partners in civil society, government
and the private sector, they deliver water, sanitation
and hygiene to those most in need and make transformational change happen so that governments across
the world provide all of their citizens with affordable,
sustainable services.
The poorest groups, such as women or disabled people, often miss out on water and sanitation services
and hygiene promotion, affecting their health and prospects and marginalising them even further.

Here is one example. On his route home from work
one September, Matthew Eade was met with
treacherous weather conditions. Combined with a
dangerously deflated tyre, he narrowly escaped with
his life when he collided with a tree. On impact, Matthew was knocked unconscious. With lifethreatening injuries, it was imperative that the EHAA
team acted quickly. Once Matthew was removed
from the car, the team took over his breathing.
Matthew was airlifted to the Royal London Hospital
in Whitechapel. A full body scan confirmed fractures
to his pelvis, scapula and ribs.
Matthew’s mother, Margaret, recalls: “Although he
was in a very serious condition, we were assured he
was going to be okay. It was the worst day of our
lives, but we cannot fault the Air Ambulance Crew
who were there to help.” Matthew has since made a
full recovery and visited the Crew at North Weald
Airbase who helped during his ordeal.

Water, sanitation and hygiene services should benefit
everybody. For instance, latrines should be accessible
for wheelchair users and menstrual hygiene education
should be available for all women and girls.
WaterAid believe that it is only governments who can
create an environment where public and private investments and civil society can all operate effectively. The
charity works with them to develop national strategies,
based on strong governance, financial and technical
systems, to reach all of their citizens with sustainable
water, sanitation and hygiene services.

In June we support Essex & Herts Air Ambulance.
The charity’s aim is to save lives, reduce or prevent
disability, or suffering from critical illness and injury, by
delivering a first class pre-hospital emergency medical
service to the people of Essex, Hertfordshire and surrounding areas.
Without access to National Lottery funding and with
limited support from Government, it continues to rely
upon the generosity and goodwill of the people and
businesses of Essex and Hertfordshire to remain operational and keep saving lives. In March 2017, the service flew 81 missions, at an average cost of £2700 per
mission.

DUCK RACE

by the river at
Wheathampstead

access via the Public Car Park
in Meads Lane

Sunday 21st May
at 2.00pm

to support Christian Aid

The service’s Pre-Hospital Care Doctors and Critical
Care Paramedics provide advanced medical care onsite that is normally only found in the Hospital Emergency Department. Once stabilised, patients are
rushed to the most appropriate hospital for their needs.
This early intervention makes a dramatic difference to
each patient’s chance of survival.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED PLEASE
We would be most grateful if you could spare some time to help with the
Christian Aid house-to-house collection this year. This year, Christian
Aid will be focussing on refugees, a cause which they have supported
since 1945. Many of the streets have very few houses so you can take
your pick on the amount of houses you would like to visit. If you have not collected before and
would like more information about volunteering for this year please contact:
Marilyn & Nigel Whittle

Telephone 01727 766818

Email: marilynwhittle21@hotmail.com

This year’s CTSA Christian Aid Week Service will be at Dagnall St Baptist Church St
Albans at 6.30pm 14th May 2017 with coffee being served beforehand.
Christian Aid’s theme this year is refugees and we have invited Gill Searl, who is the
Regional ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) Coordinator for the Syrian
Resettlement Programme.
Gill is a member of the congregation of the Kingsgate Church in Peterborough and we
are delighted that Gill is able to be with us to bring us news of work amongst Syrian
refugees.
British churches founded Christian Aid in 1945 to support refugees who had lost their
homes and possessions in the Second World War. Twelve years later, Christian Aid Week was launched to help
fund this ongoing work. Sixty years ago, Christians refused to stand by while people suffered in refugee camps. Let’s act
again now, to help relieve suffering and build a world where everyone has a safe place to call home.
Download Theodor Davidovic’s film - The refugee who never forgot on:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid- week/resources
For more information or to offer your help contact:
Valerie Chapman 01727 862890 or email: mival21@gmail.com

It’s better to die in a refugee camp than to die in a war. To risk your children’s lives
in a plastic dinghy. And to leave everything you know behind.
When the alternative is terror, bombs and bullets, almost anything is better.
This is the terrible choice facing tens of millions of people worldwide - fleeing conflict and disaster, making dangerous journeys in search of safety.
Christian Aid Week was set up 60 years ago to support our work with refugees in Europe following the Second World War.
Let's act again now, to help relieve suffering and build a world where everyone has a safe place to call home.
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS
Knitting and crocheting are very popular and fashionable activities at
present. So the United Reformed Church’s planning group for the
Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival will be tapping into this for this year’s
festival. The URC is an associate partner for two years. Last year we
had a very successful festival around the title of ‘Scrap the Church?’
with one of the activities being a treasure hunt. Festival goers sought
out thirteen stars, decorated by our thirteen Synods, and hidden
around the festival. Great fun was had by all.
As part of this year’s theme of ‘More than Welcome,’ and in keeping
with last year’s successful hunt, we are preparing a knitted food
themed treasure hunt. The hunt will take festival goers to hampers
dotted around the site where will answer questions on food/feast stories from the Bible and collect various knitted food items. They will then be asked to add the fruit to an empty
banqueting area so that over the course of the weekend the area goes from being empty to abundant.
A real strength of last year’s URC presence was the fact that the Synods had been involved in decorating the
stars so, with that in mind, we think it would be great to get as many URC groups involved with knitting the food
as possible. So this is where we need your help. There is a lot to knit, the more people involved the better! If you
do start this project, we really would like you to send us a picture of the group/individual doing the knitting for the
tent display.
Knitting/crocheting patterns are available for anyone who shows an interest but you can also use any you have
yourselves. We just ask that they are not too big (so they fit in the palm of your hand). This food production
needs to start as soon as possible if we are going to get enough food for the August Bank Holiday. So, if this is
something you feel you could help with, we would love you to be involved. You will find links to patterns at the
bottom of this article.
We will also need a large amount of wool for the festival so if you have any to spare (however small) we would
love to hear from you too.
On the last day of the festival volunteers will head out to distribute the food. An attached postcard will say that
this food is a gift from the URC to remind them of Greenbelt and will include a food for thought/challenge to take
away with them.
URC Greenbelt Planning Group
Patterns for Greenbelt 2017 URC treasure hunt (or make up your own)
Crochet
Carrot cake individual - http://dishclothdiaries.blogspot.co.uk/2010/11/carrot-cake.html
selection of food - http://www.molliemakes.com/interiors-2/16-fruity-diys-foodie-tutorials/
Apples- red or green http://www.planetjune.com/apples
Watermelon slice - http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/watermelon-slice-3
Strawberries - http://www.innerchildcrochet.com/patterns/strawberries.html
Lemon - http://www.amigurumifood.com/2013/12/lemon-cute-amigurumi-free-pattern.html
Ice cream cones http://www.garnstudio.com/includes/pattern-print.php?id=6173&cid=17

Knitting
Apple - http://www.oddknit.com/patterns/food/ap/apples.pdf
Cupcake - http://www.oddknit.com/patterns/food/cc/cupcakes.pdf
Mushroom - http://www.oddknit.com/patterns/fungi/vw/violetwebcap.pdf
Cookies - http://www.oddknit.com/patterns/food/ck/cookies.pdf
Corn, aubergine, carrot http://www.theyarnloop.com/2013/08/12/free-pattern-knit-vegetables/

Mary Steele has kindly volunteered to take any contributions from Homewood Road into the Greenbelt Project
Co-ordinator at URC HQ, - please let her have them by the end of July.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
Firstly, it’s good to be back with you all after a year of maternity leave. Thank you for all the prayers and support
during this time, particularly when I was unwell. I’m back to full health now and Dorothy is flourishing. We look forward to being with you on Sundays.
One of the things that I’m most excited about now that I’m back is that we will be doing a second More@4 every
month on the 4th Sunday of the month. More@4 has been the biggest area of growth since I’ve been working at
Homewood Road so it seems sensible to put some more energy into it now that it’s fairly well established. The second More@4 will be mostly based outside, our first service will take place in the Wick and we’ll be worshipping
God through the nature that’s all around us. If you’d like to join us we’ll be meeting at church at 4pm and walking
over to the Wick together, please make sure you wear weather appropriate clothing. A reminder that More@4 isn’t
just for children, so if you’ve ever been curious about what we do then please do come along and have a look.
The Youth Group has continued meeting during my maternity leave and has gone from strength to strength. My
thanks to Jackie Wilson and everyone that’s helped her in keeping everything going. We have quite a few younger
people coming up after Easter which is really exciting. Please continue to keep this venture in your prayers. We
are always looking for volunteers to help at Youth Group, please pray about whether you could do this, this is one
of the main areas that our church is growing and it would be wonderful to have a few more people supporting us.
Children’s Church continues to meet every Sunday morning and we’ll be covering a variety of themes over the next
few months in our worship together. Join us for games, crafts, prayers and lots of fun.

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISING PROJECT
A few months ago, the Youth Group held a hustings to decide on a charity to raise some money for. Each member
chose a charity and then made a presentation to the rest of the group. After some very persuasive arguments they
voted and decided to support the charity Youth Talk.
Youth Talk is based in St Albans and provides confidential counselling services to young people.
Our young people held a cake sale, selling cakes they’d made themselves to the congregation as well as to friends
and neighbours. This event made £305. The group also auctioned off a 3 course meal to the highest bidder which
was a roaring success with the young people working really hard to provide an excellent evening of good food and
good entertainment. The meal raised £135 in total. The church also decided to give the profits from the Inter
Church Quiz Night to Youth Talk so we will be sending £680 in total to Youth Talk.
Youth Talk is a really worthy charity and our young people have worked so hard to raise this money for them so
please do congratulate them if you see them!
We would like to thank the congregation for supporting our young people in their fundraising venture, we couldn’t
have done it without you. Also, huge thanks to Jackie Wilson for all her efforts to make these events happen.

Sarah Green
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On Sunday the 4th June it will be Pentecost where we celebrate the birthday of the church and the coming of the Holy
Spirit. Why not have a go at making your own Pentecost ‘spinner’ to help you remember the story.

1.Colour in the dove and tongues of fire
2 Fold paper in half lengthwise at the arrow

3 Cut out the paper and staple or glue shut.
4. Attach a paper clip where indicated

fold
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD - MAY AND JUNE 2017

Sunday Mornings at Homewood Road during May and June 2017
We begin May with a march towards the celebration of Pentecost, Ascension and Trinity
Sundays by looking at the bigger picture of God’s call upon our lives as his church and
round off June with our bi-annual festival service.
Sunday 7th May – ‘Love God’ - UP
Over the next three Sundays we look at the three pointers of a triangle to consider God’s call
to us as Christians. The UP pointer reminds us of our call to love God with heart, soul,
mind and strength as disciples. This service includes Holy Communion and is led by Andrew Clark.
Sunday 14th May – ‘Love Others’ – IN
We consider the call of the New Testament to minister in authentic ways to one another and
take seriously the call to be the church which shows a very differnet vision to the rest of the
world. The service will be led by Andrew Clark.
Sunday 21st May – ‘Live it Out’ - OUT
We consider the call to ‘make disciples of all nations’. What does it mean? How can we
start? Andrew Clark will lead us.
Sunday 28th May – Service Leader and Preacher TBC
Sunday 4th June – Pentecost Sunday
In this interactive time of worship, celebrating the coming of the Spirit, we will consider together how we can practically live UP, IN and OUT in our life as a church.
Sunday 11th June – Trinity Sunday
We explore the Trinity’s invitation to dance! We look at the ways in which the Father, Son
and Spirit share love, life, and vitality and invite us into it. This service will include our
monthly service of Holy Communion, led by Andrew Clark.

Sunday 18th June - Stephen de Silva

Sunday 25th June – Festival Service
The All Age team will lead us in a time of celebration and worship.
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SUNDAY EVENINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD - MAY & JUNE 2017
Evening services are scheduled for the following Sundays at 6.30pm:
7th May
21st May

4th June
18th June

The Elders
John Steele ( Holy Communion)

Andrew Clark
tbc

FROM THE PRAYER GROUP
Dear God ,we ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be constantly present within us. We pray you
would make us strong and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let your gifts
flow freely through us, so that you would be honoured by our lives, and others would be drawn to you.
We pray that you’d keep us far from the snares and traps of temptations. That you would whisper in our ear when
we need to run, and whisper in our heart when we need to stand our ground.
We pray for your protection over our families and friends. We ask for your hand to cover us and keep us distanced
from the evil intent of the enemy; that you would be a barrier to surround us, that we’d be safe in your hands. We
pray that you would give us discernment and insight beyond our years, to understand your will, hear your voice,
and know your ways.
We ask that you would keep our footsteps firm, on solid ground, helping us to be consistent and faithful. Give us
supernatural endurance to stay the course, not swerving to the right or to the left, or being too easily distracted by
other things that would seek to call us away from a close walk with you.
Forgive us for the times we have worked so hard to be self-sufficient, forgetting our need for you, living independent of your spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and worry control our minds, and for allowing pride and selfishness
wreak havoc over our lives. Forgive us for not following your ways and for living distant from your presence.
We confess our need for you…fresh…new…again. We ask that you make all things new, in our hearts, in our
minds, in our lives, for this coming year. We pray for your refreshing of us.
Keep your words of truth planted firm within us, help us to keep focused on what is pure and right, give us the
power to be obedient to your word. And when the enemy reminds us where we have been, hissing his lies and
attacks our way, we trust that your voice speaks louder and stronger, as you remind us we are safe with you and
your purposes and plans will not fail. We ask that you will be our defence and rear guard, keeping our way clear,
removing the obstacles, and covering the pitfalls. Lord, lead us on your level ground.
We ask that you would provide for our needs, we ask for your grace and favour. We pray for your blessings to cover us, we pray that you would help us to prosper and make every plan that you have birthed in our heart to succeed. We pray that others would take notice of your goodness and could not help but to say, “These are the ones
that the Lord has blessed.”
Help us to be known as great givers, help us to be generous and kind, help us to look to the needs of others and

not be consumed by only our own.
May we be lovers of truth, may the fruits of your spirit be evident in our lives - your love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.. To you be glory and honour, forever. Amen
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