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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW
Dear friends,
Most of us are fond of our creature comforts. There is
something inbuilt, I think, that motivates us towards
comfort and security. These are not bad things in themselves, but when they prevent us from venturing beyond
safe boundaries, we can find that we end up living diminished lives. History is littered with the epic stories of
those who dared to venture out of the harbour, discovering new lands, new treasures and new facts that
would change life.

EU REFERENDUM
Four major Churches in Britain have released a resource to help churches and individuals think, pray and
vote in the upcoming European Union referendum.

Our favourite thing to do on holiday is to get out and
explore, and because of that, we always end up accumulating a fair few miles on our car. We love to see
and experience new things, especially when the sun is
warm on our backs.
As we move towards Pentecost, we observe the disciples, maybe 120 or so of them, still working out the implications of the crucifixion and the encounters they’ve
had with the Risen Christ. They’re huddled together in
a safe place. It just so happens that God had already
taken account of human nature when he chose to send
his Spirit to enliven the church, because people had
gathered from all around the known world in Jerusalem
for the festival. When God’s Spirit came, they were already blown out of their comfort zone as the Spirit
pushed the message of Christ to every language and
tribal tongue present.
Left to the disciples, faith in Christ may well have remained a tiny sect within Judiasm. However, God is a
missionary God and left nothing to chance! Today we
need God to propel us by his missionary Spirit which
invites us to venture as a community into new territory
and new experiences as we follow Jesus. As the prayer goes ‘May God comfort the afflicted and afflict the
comfortable.’
Yours faithfully
Andrew

‘Think, Pray, Vote: EU referendum resources for
churches’ addresses seven key issues, including free
movement of people, peace, and the single market. It
does not come down on one side of the debate or the
other, but seeks to equip churches with information
and biblical reflection to engage with the issues in a
way that is consistent with their faith.
‘Think, Pray, Vote’ has been produced by the Joint
Public Issues Team of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist Church, the United Reformed
Church and the Church of Scotland to help Christians
consider Britain’s membership of the European Union
in the light of the gospel command to love your neighbour.

HEARTLAND GROUP DAY:SATURDAY 18TH JUNE
Homewood Road is pleased to host this event for the formally known as “Group 2” churches.
Please put the date in your diary.
There will be a series of workshops, an opportunity to work and socialise in our clusters ( in
HR’s case, with people from Trinity, Chiswell Green and Bricket Wood ) , art and singing sessions, bible study, prayer groups, worship, a bring and share lunch – and lots more. Come
along and meet some old and new URC friends and acquaintances.

More details nearer the time.
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HOMEWOOD & TRINITY STROLLERS

——enjoying a walk around Sandridge, Heartwood and Nomansland before a pub lunch. Look and listen out for
details of future walks. The group is growing!

FORTHCOMING MUSICAL TREATS —HOMEWOOD ROAD EVENTS PHOTOGRAPHER
Judith Osei has kindly taken on responsibility for taking/
assembling photographs of church events. Her montage
of Easter related activities is currently on display in the
foyer. Judith says:
“I have opened an email account in the hope that people will be able to send me their photos of church events,
for use on the display board.
It's: homewoodurcphotos@gmail.com
People can either send me the photos as an attachment
or a Dropbox link. “
Judith Osei

"Jesus Christ who are you, what have you sacrificed?"
These are the opening words of 'Jesus Christ Superstar' the rock opera by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd
Webber which tells the story of the events in the last
weeks of Jesus' life seen through the eyes of Judas
Iscariot. It's a dramatic and thought provoking work
and includes the well known songs 'I don't know how
to love him', 'Gethsemane' and 'Superstar'.

The show can be seen at The Radlett Centre from 17
-21 May (www.radlettcentre.co.uk 01923 859291)
John & Mary Steele

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays - 17 May , 21 June
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome

—-and——St Albans & Welwyn Methodist Circuit are very excited to be hosting OneSound – one of the UK’s leading Christian youth music ensembles. They are performing an evening of sacred classics, modern worship and contemporary hits on Saturday 23rd July at
7.30pm at St Paul’s Church, Blandford Road in St
Albans. Tickets are now available and can be obtained by emailing Ann Huntingford on:
admin@midhertsmethodists.org.uk.
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB –THURSDAY 26 MAY 2016 –7.15PM
Our first book club meet up, discussing ‘Chasing Francis’, got off to a
good start although we were a small, select group! It was good to explore questions about life and faith that the book brought up, and it certainly wasn’t without challenge! The format is very simple: having read
the book before hand, we chatted through our thoughts on the book and
the issues it raised.
Our next book moves from the realm of fiction to a more autobiographical account of a prominent speaker, writer and Anglican priest from the
United States, Barbara Taylor Brown. In her book ‘An Altar in the
World’, she talks about her experience of moving beyond the regular life
of parish ministry and how she rediscovers fresh ways of realising that
God is very much ‘alive and well’ beyond the hallowed walls of the
church. Brown mixes stories from her experience with suggestions to
help the modern day pilgrim live faith in the real world.
The book is ‘An Alter in the World’ by Barbara Brown Taylor, and we
meet at 7.15pm on Thursday 26th May in the Upper Room. If you’d like
to come along, you’d be most welcome. The book can be purchased
online or through your local bookshop, or as an e-book on your Kindle
or other device. If you have any problems getting hold of it, or would like
any other information, please see Andrew Clark.

NEWS FROM ST ALBANS & DISTRICT CREDIT UNION
Readers of this magazine with long memories may recall that Homewood Road played an active part in supporting the Credit Union in its early years (former member Graham Rutherford and your editor being directly involved.). The CU recently sent an update to CTSA which may be of interest.
“The Credit Union is developing well - nearly 1800 members (adults and children) with over £700,000 in savings.
Some members comment that they now have savings for the first time in their lives!
Recently, we have made loans for home rentals, car purchases, home furnishings and improvements, college
fees, holidays, debt consolidation and more. A few loans were for more than £4000 but most were for £1,500 or
less. We would like to lend more.
The Credit Union has recently been awarded a £20,000 grant from the Lloyds Bank Credit Union Development
Fund to invest in a new IT back office system. We plan that as this is developed, members can have on-line access to their accounts through an enhanced website. But we will still be there for members who want to make
transactions face to face or by email.
Church members can help themselves and the Credit Union by:


Making people aware that we have a Credit Union in St Albans - it's hard to get newspaper publicity when
stories are about individual cases of money and debt. Many (most?) people have almost nothing saved for
the rainy day. The Credit Union is just the place to build a savings pot.



We want to make loans right across the community. We replace higher cost loans at fair rates, but we can
also offer loans (up to a £15,000 limit) at competitive interest rates (typically around 5% APR) for houseowners who want to borrow for various capital projects. A few larger "safe" loans allow us to lend more to
the less well-off. If you need a loan, give us an opportunity to make you an offer .

OFFICE HOURS (open without appointment) St. Albans: 135 Hatfield Road. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays &
Saturdays 10 am – 1 pm Council Hub: Wednesdays 10 am – 1 pm Harpenden: High Street Methodist Church.
Saturdays 10 am – 12 noon London Colney. Parish Council Office. Tuesdays 1 pm – 1.30 pm Wheathampstead:
St Helen’s Church. Tuesdays 10 am – 12 noon
We are available at other times by appointment to discuss loans etc “
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Christian Aid Week: the week we love every neighbour
Picture a young mother of four. Her husband has left. She has no land. No assets. No savings. And the only work she can
get is backbreaking manual labour for as little as 74p a day. Her home has been flooded several times, and last August it
flooded again. This is Morsheda. She’s our neighbour, and she desperately needs our help.
From 15-21 May, our church will join with more than 20,000 others across the country for the sake of people like
Morsheda. Across the UK and Ireland we will deliver 7 million envelopes to our local neighbours to raise money for our
global neighbours in need. It’s an opportunity to reach out to our community, and to make sure some of the world’s
poorest people have enough to eat and a safe place to live.
A Home Safety Package from Christian Aid could raise Morsheda’s home on an earth plinth,
safe from the flood plain, and give her resources to invest in things like farm animals, seeds and
a composting kit – giving her the tools she needs to build a better future. A new chance at life
for Morsheda costs as little as £250.

Will you deliver and collect Christian Aid envelopes to help our church raise money this
Christian Aid Week?
Contact Marilyn Whittle on 01727 766818 if you can get involved.
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THE UNIQUENESS OF JESUS –by Lawrence Moore, Director, Windermere Centre
How unique do you rate Christianity? That has been a vital question in the encounters between Christianity and other religions down through the centuries. Think, for example, of the Crusades or the Inquisition or of colonialism: in all
these cases, it was assumed that Christianity represented a superior religion, or was ‘Truth’ in the face of the
‘falsehood’ of the other religions. That same ferocity that rejoiced in the ‘defeat’ of other religions is seen again today
in the War on Terror, where ‘Islam’ is portrayed as ‘The Enemy’.
Of course, the moment we actually delve into other faiths with any seriousness, we discover astonishing treasures of
spiritual insight! And when we actually talk with people of other faiths, we discover just how much we have in common. When we read the Scriptures of other faiths, we realise that the Bible hasn’t got a monopoly on the things and
the truths of God. If we engage at any depth with the holy people of other faiths – the Prophet Mohammed and the
Buddha, for example – we discover quickly that Jesus was not the only man of God worth listening to or following.
The disturbing fact is that we need to keep ourselves and others ignorant if we are to maintain the conviction that
Christianity is obviously superior to other religions, or that other faiths are some sort of ‘Satanic seduction’ from the
truth of God that we find fully and exclusively within Christianity.
Matters get worse when we start to delve into the story of Christianity. Running prominently through Church history
is a strand of pure inhumane, unadulterated, godless horror, whether it be the Crusades, the witch hunts of the Middle Ages, the Inquisition, the Slave Trade, the Holocaust or Apartheid.
All these factors have led to a great deal of unease and uncertainty about how to relate to other faiths. It is absolutely obvious that people of other faiths need to be treated equally and with the same respect that we show to our fellow
Christians. But that raises enormous questions about evangelism, for example: ought we to try and convert people
to Christianity any more? Can we really believe that Jesus alone is the Saviour of the world, and that ‘there is salvation in no other name’?
For many Christians, the response has been to abandon any attempt at evangelism and replace it with dialogue. The aim of dialogue is not to convert people but to share and learn about each other’s faiths, in the conviction
that there are human beings everywhere engaged in a ‘common search for God’, who share a ‘common experience
of God’ and which are all differently but equally ‘paths to God’. For any who want to argue otherwise, the constant
question to be faced is whether or not it is either possible or right to consider Christianity superior to other faiths in
our contemporary context.
From where I sit as someone having grown up in Africa rather than the UK, that is a very European dilemma! Colonialism and Apartheid showed us that the Church is often part of that from which the world needs saving, rather than a
sign of the Kingdom of God that Jesus preached and died for.
And here is the key: it isn’t anything to do with the uniqueness of Christianity that either motivates or justifies us in
engaging in evangelism. Rather, it is all about the uniqueness of Jesus. The Church and the Kingdom are not the
same thing, just as the Church might look and behave radically differently from the Jesus whom it professes to follow!
Jesus ought to be as much of a problem and challenge to the Church as he is to the rest of the world. The Church
isn’t automatically guaranteed to be ‘right’ simply because it takes the name of Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the
Truth and the Life. Rather, the Church has more responsibility than anyone else to be Christ-like, and is faced with
the greatest temptation to assume that everything that it is and does is automatically blessed by God for Jesus’ sake!
What I would want to affirm – what I’d actually go to the wall for – is that Jesus uniquely shows us what God is
like. That isn’t to say that no one else gives us a picture of God; it is to say, though, that Jesus is the fullest, most
complete picture we have of God, such that anything we want to say about God is ultimately measured against Jesus.
That is a world away from equating the truth of God with the Christian Church or the Christian religion! Yes, all religions are on an equal footing – because all of them are equally challenged by Jesus and the God whom Jesus reveals to us … Christianity included.
That is why we ought to be committed to evangelism: not because we’re right and everyone else is wrong, but because, if we spend our lives doing anything other than following Jesus, we miss out on all the riches that God has for
us in Jesus and through the Spirit. This world is made for God. We are made for God. How tragic it would be to
miss out on a life lived with God. And how tragically stunted our imaginations are if we believe that the very best
God has to offer the world is the Christian Church, rather than the Kingdom Jesus preached!
Lawrence Moore
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In May, we support WaterAid, a charity which has teams in 37 countries
across the world, working with its partners to transform millions of lives every
year by improving access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene.

For example, 42 million people in Ethiopia don’t have
access to safe water and over 71 million don’t have
adequate sanitation. More than 9,000 children die every year from preventable diarrhoeal diseases caused
by poor water and sanitation.

involve trauma victims.
Trauma is a leading cause of death among children
and young adults and a major cause of disability.
Herts Air Ambulance’s highly skilled teams of Doctors and Paramedics play an integral role in reducing
disability and death from trauma.
It costs in the region of £500,000 per month to keep
both helicopters flying and cover all charitable costs,
that’s £5.8 million a year. Thanks to the generosity
and goodwill of the people and businesses of the
County the service remains operational.

Most people in Ethiopia make a living through farming.
However, without water they cannot grow the crops
they need to feed and support their families.

You are invited to attend
a Free Church Service in
the Lady Chapel on the
dates mentioned below:

Poor roads make it difficult for engineers to reach remote villages and low water tables present additional
challenges.
WaterAid works with local partners that understand
local issues. These include regional governments,
technical experts and other charities.
It also coordinates a country-wide water, sanitation
and hygiene coalition, uniting government organisations, donors, the media and private sector to help promote the right to water and sanitation throughout Ethiopia.
In Ethiopia last year the charity reached:



113,000 people with safe water



123,000 people with improved sanitation.

Wednesday 4th.May 2016 at
11a.m.
Preacher: Major Dr. John Read,

The Salvation Army U.K.
Ecumenical Officer.
Service is followed by a
Fellowship Lunch
Wednesday 1st. June 2016 at
11a.m.
Preacher: The Reverend
Richard Watson,
Sub Dean, St Albans Cathedral.
Service is followed by a
Fellowship Lunch

In June, we support Herts Air Ambulance
The Herts Air Ambulance, unlike NHS emergency services, is a Charity providing a free life-saving Helicopter
Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) for the County.
Accidents & illnesses happen and when they do, patients, whatever their age, circumstances or location
need specialist treatment quickly.
The speed with which Air Ambulance Doctors & Paramedics can reach a patient, identify and administer processes to slow, halt or even reverse the effects of life
threatening injury, is crucial in helping to save the patient and return them to full health. Patients can be airlifted to the most appropriate hospital quickly, maximising the aircrafts unique advantage of speed and versatility when minutes can make all the difference between
life and death.
A large proportion of Herts Air Ambulance missions

EARLY NOTICE FOR YOUR DIARY
HARVEST SUPPER BARN DANCE
Date:

17th September 2016

Time:

7.00 pm to 10.30 pm

Venue:

Homewood Road Church hall

Music:

The Ivel Valley Band and Caller

Food:
option

Chicken and chips or Vegetarian

Cost:
(under 16)

Adult - £10.00 pp/ Child - £5.00 pp

Profit:

Donated to Food Bank, St Albans

Tickets available soon
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORK UPDATE

All our church families were delighted with the news of the arrival of baby Dorothy
to Sarah and Eddie and wish them well as they settle in together as a family. Some
of us have been fortunate enough to have a peek at Dorothy already!
As many will know, our attempt to recruit maternity cover for Sarah was unsuccessful and so alternative arrangements have been put in place .
Helen Griffiths has taken over leadership of Children’s Church, More@4 and Youth
group, supported by a range of helpers from Homewood Road and beyond. Charlie
Thurlby, who has been leading Parents & Toddlers since February will continue to
do so for the time being. So parents can be assured that all our activities are carrying on as normal, and we look forward to welcoming all the children.
During the next few weeks, Children’s Church will be exploring , in their normal
creative ways, Pentecost and the Trinity, as well as looking at some of the things
Jesus did on the themes of asking, receiving and giving thanks.

Day of Pentecost acrostic
An acrostic telling of the story of Pentecost
U p the street we came, pilgrims from far and wide,
N ot understanding each other, each with our own language.
D ay of Pentecost, harvest to celebrate,
E ach with our own worship to offer to God.
R ushing wind, flames of fire,
S tartled people on the street.
T hen words of God all could hear
A ll spoken in languages each could understand.
N ow I know, now I believe.
D ay of Pentecost, God's great gift. Let's all celebrate TOGETHER
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A PRAYER FOR PENTECOST
When was the last time
that we heard the wind of your Spirit
roar through this place?
When was the last time
your fire lit up this room?
When was the last time
we took you at your word
and met together in expectation
of your Spirit filling this place
and these lives with your Glory and Power?
Lord, you challenge us with Pentecost.
Do we believe that this
was a once in eternity experience
never to be repeated?
That the Holy Spirit was poured out
on your followers for a single purpose
and ended His work at that instant?
If so, then maybe that is why the Church
seems so powerless in this age
helpless when faced with the needs
both spiritual and physical
that we see in the world.
Lord, as we meet together
and celebrate once again
the memory of that first Pentecost
may it be for us as it was then
a moment of empowerment
an awareness of your Glory in this dark world
a life changing experience.

Illustration: a page from the Gospel Lectionary portion of the Bamberg Apocalypse)
Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Pentecost.htm#ixzz452KXs54E
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CALENDAR

10.30am

6.30 pm
(unless shown otherwise)
May

1st Andrew Clark HC

Geoff Sutton (STEP)

8th Andrew Clark

Colin Williams HC

15th Andrew Clark

Christian Aid Service
St Peters

Pentecost

22nd The Choir

Andrew Clark

Trinity Sunday
Children’s Church Christian Aid lunch

29th Andrew Clark

Andrew Clark
June

5th John Steele HC

Andrew Clark

12th Bob Little

Andrew Clark

19th Alun Hopkins

Andrew Clark HC

26th Andrew Clark

The Elders

Family Festival Service

HC = Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 29th May 2016 please
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