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Dear Friends
I do like the longer days of spring. The loss of an
hour’s sleep is a small price to pay for longer days.
All around us we see the signs of new life with the
trees ready to burst into life and the ground ablaze
with the colours of spring flowers. We are fortunate in
the Northern hemisphere to have Easter in spring.
The message of Jesus’ resurrection resonates with
the new life we see around us and the cycle of dying
and rising is acted out in meadow and garden.
There is an irrepressible power in the life God has
breathed into creation. Growth comes even when it
makes works for us (I have never enjoyed weeding
and cutting grass). Yet without this relentless movement to new life our world would perish.
There are lessons for us in the natural order of
things. The Easter message resounds all around us
and I hope encourages us to trust more deeply in
God who loved the world so much he gave his only
Son. May I encourage you to take note of the spring
growth and to thank God for it? Perhaps we can also
see in these natural signs of new life a pointer to the
new life we enjoy in Jesus and the life of the Holy
Spirit.
May Easter be a time of great blessing for us all,
John.

HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB

The next book club is Monday 13th May 7.30 in the
Upper Room. The book is The Choice by Edith Eger,
chosen by Jill Hardaker.
Edith Eger’s account of her search for a life of meaning beyond Auschwitz is an exceptionally powerful
story of hope and humanity .
Waterstones says:
In 1944, sixteen-year-old Edith Eger was sent to
Auschwitz. There she endured unimaginable experiences, including being made to dance for the
infamous Josef Mengele.
Over the coming months, Edith's bravery helped
her sister to survive, and led to her bunkmates
rescuing her during a death march. When their
camp was finally liberated, Edith was pulled from
a pile of bodies, barely alive.
In The Choice, Dr Edith Eger shares her experience of the Holocaust and the remarkable stories
of those she has helped ever since. Today, she is
an internationally acclaimed psychologist whose
patients include survivors of abuse and soldiers
suffering from PTSD.
She explains how many of us live within a mind
that has become a prison, and shows how freedom becomes possible once we confront our suffering.
The Choice is life changing. Warm, compassion-

ate and infinitely wise, it is a profound examination of the human spirit, and our capacity to heal.
'The Choice is a gift to humanity. One of those
rare and eternal stories that you don't want to end
and that leave you forever changed.' - Desmond
Tutu , Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

HOUSE GROUP

COMING SOON - FOR FULL
DETAILS OF EVENTS AT
HOMEWOOD ROAD URC AND
AT CHURCHES IN MARSHALSWICK,SEE PAGE 4.
SUPPORT THIS WORTHWHILE
CAUSE, AND ENJOY YOURSELF IN THE PROCESS.

The House Group meets once a month, usually on
the 1st Thursday of the month. The next meeting is on
Thursday 2nd May at the Manse, 22 Charmouth
Road, at 8.00pm.
Details of the June meeting are to be confirmed please look at the weekly e-newsletter or listen for
announcements.
The group is using the York course “Daring to see
God now”, which is based on Mark1 verses14 & 15
Booklets can be picked up at the back of the church.

Come along for some discussion
and fellowship.
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THINKING LUNCHES

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB

At Marlborough Road Methodist
Church St Albans AL1 3XG

Tuesdays : 21st May

12.30 - 1.30pm

18th June
Back Hall - 3.00pm

Drinks provided- bring your own
sandwiches

All welcome

Donations requested for charity of speaker’s
choice

A TESTIMONY ----

Thursday 2nd May
Richard Butler, visiting Professor at Nottingham Law
School and Mediator ‘Peace-making – why must we
try and how can we succeed?’
Richard will look at some Christian perspectives on dispute resolution and give some insights into research in
the field and practical techniques for resolving disputes
of use in our daily lives.
Richard has conducted over 100 mediations, arbitrations and adjudications. Previously head of corporate
and banking litigation at an international law firm and
now a visiting professor at Nottingham Law School, in
2006 he was appointed Expert on alternative dispute
resolution to the European Parliament. He mostly conducts mediations relating to real property and in the
railway industry and has taught dispute resolution topics at universities and in law firms on three continents.
He is a Reader (lay minister) at St Peter’s, St Albans.
His chosen charity is BIMA, which stands for Belief in
Mediation and Arbitration. This is a UK Registered charity (no. 1147274) and is a group of mediators and arbitrators of faith and it seeks to promote conflict resolution from that perspective. Virtually all major religions
are represented by the membership and member maintain an interfaith dialogue in relation to their work.
Thursday 6 June
Speaker: Coptic Orthodox Bishop of London

FREE CHURCH SERVICE

"Recently, I was visiting Homewood Rd Church to
update the congregation about Step, when a Year
10 boy called Edward came up to me and asked, 'Do
you remember me?' He was very familiar and as we
got chatting I realised he had attended a Year 7
lunchtime club I ran in his school, which he has
since moved from. He told me how he loved Step
and recalled many of the activities we had done at
lunchtime, the different lessons he had been taught
(including Mr Potato Head on our Space Mat) and
said he still has his red Bible that the Gideons gave
him on our Christianity Day with his year group. Edward kindly emailed me the following to share with
our supporters.
'I was christened but I grew up in not a particularly
religious background apart from going to church on
Christmas Eve and on Easter Sunday each year.
Then my school was visited by Step. Step taught me
about my religion through a range of fun activities
and stories. I learnt lots and had lots of fun. I also felt
as if I should know more about my religion so a couple of months later, in Easter, I decided to start going
to church and my mum came along with me. We had
been to that church a couple of times before in Scout
church parades but other than that it was new to us.
We decided we liked it after going a couple of times
so we started going every week. I have much more
of a sense of belonging now I am in a church and I
don't think this would have happened without Step.
Thank you Step.'
Meeting Edward again and hearing about his faith
was a joy, as it showed the positive impact our work
is having and is a real encouragement to keep sowing seeds in young people's lives.

You are invited to attend a

Free Church Service in the

Geoff Sutton, Associate Director"

Lady Chapel on the following
Wednesdays at 11.00am:

Extract from STEP Quarterly Update, with thanks to
Edward & Maggie Fearns

1st May 2019
The Reverend Gill Hulme
Methodist Minister
Bishop's Stortford & Braughing

Parade
Service
10 March

5th.June 2019
The Reverend John Hardaker
URC Cluster Minister, St Albans
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ECUMENICAL SERVICE 7.00pm 12TH
MAY 2019
MARSHALSWICK FREE BAPTIST
CHURCH
THE RIDGEWAY, MARSHALSWICK, ST
ALBANS
As last year, we shall not be undertaking a
door to door collection.
However, we are clear as a church that we
want to continue to support Christian Aid to
the same financial extent as before.
Again as last year, we have undertaken to
deliver envelopes, together with a flyer explaining how donations may be made on
line or by post , to a handful of streets in our
area which have generated good responses
in recent years. Help with that will be appreciated.
Please support Christian Aid Week in any
way you can, through supporting the cake
stall and bring & share lunch at Homewood
Road, and by attending the other events
shown as you are able.

ADRIAN WHALLEY
Regional Coordinator- Hertfordshire
SPEAKS ON SIERRA LEONE
‘All mums should live’

CHRISTIAN AID MARKET
SATURDAY 11TH MAY
ST MARY MARSHALSWICK
1 SHERWOOD AVENUE
Market stalls 10.00 - 13.30
Refreshments 10.00 - 13.30
Lunches 11.30 - 13.30

Band ,Plants, Books, Tombola
Fairtrade Raffle, Cakes
Come & Enjoy

HOMEWOOD ROAD
SUNDAY 12TH MAY - COFFEE CLUB
CAKE STALL - after morning service
SUNDAY 19TH MAY - CHRISTIAN AID
BRING & SHARE LUNCH - after morning service
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Thank you to everyone who turned out on 30 th March to help with and to attend the Spring Fair – and to all those
who helped leading up to the event.
Nearly £2000 profit was pretty amazing for what was such a friendly and joyful occasion. I wasn’t aware of people
spending so much money!
The beautiful weather was a great help and it was lovely to see the bunting fluttering in the sunshine and activities outside the church too.
So many people to thank – amazing kitchen & coffee team, fantastic plants and flower stalls, beautifully decorated stalls with handmade paper flowers, knitting and vintage treasures, lovely children’s crafts and squeals of fun
from the bouncy castle in the back hall.
We were very thankful for the involvement of our delightful young people from Youth Group who gave up their
Saturday to fling chickens through hoops! We were also grateful to all the uniformed organisations who contributed with games and activities and tombola and selling toys and games and items that they had made.
The homemade cakes and the book stalls again raised a significant amount of money and the introduction of
some outside traders, who had paid for their tables in advance, proved really popular – especially for last minute
Mother’s Day gifts.

Money was raised in advance too by Rock Choir with a coffee and cake sale at one of their rehearsals.
Thanks too to those in the background providing floats, counting money, clearing up and loading the dishwasher!
An especially big thank you to those who provided the entertainment that kept us smiling and tapping our toes, to
those who helped set up and clear up and to those who provided a friendly face and a welcome and contributed
to the day being such a success.
This money raised at the Fair will be donated to two local charities - Homestart and Camphill Village Trust. A
small donation is also being given to The Alzheimer’s Society, on behalf of the 18th St. Albans Tyler Scout Group,
who were manning a Dementia Friends Stall , as part of the national Million Hands Challenge.

A fantastic effort by all! Thank you so much!
Helen Griffiths

Sat 11th May – Sat 1st
June 2019 – 3 weeks of
events across St Albans
Harpenden and the villages.
What’s it all about? SustFest is fun but serious too. Through choices we make in our everyday life we are destroying natural habitats, choking the oceans with plastic, decimating wildlife and causing devastating changes to the
climate. The recent IPCC report said that humanity has 11 years to take emergency action to prevent disastrous
global warming. We are all part of the problem so we all need to be part of the solution. Have fun, get information
about low carbon living, and – most importantly – be inspired to make changes and live more sustainably. Be a Climate Hero.
Download the full programme from https://sustainablestalbans.org/ or pick up a hard copy in the foyer or in town
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MONTHLY CHARITY COLLECTIONS

In May, we support Water–Aid
bringing safe water to the poorest communities in Africa and
Asia..
Extreme poverty won't end until
everyone, everywhere has clean
water, decent toilets and good
hygiene.

Water Aid is determined to make that happen within a
generation – and believes the best way to do it is by
working with others.
That's why Water Aid is part of an active global network. Advisors, debate shapers, policy makers, engineers, campaigners and fundraisers - all working towards a common goal: getting water, toilets and
hygiene to the millions of people still living without these
basic human rights.
By working together, entire communities can be enabled to unlock their potential, break free from poverty
and change their lives for good. Diena in Mali is one
such community, where a women's group producing
soap and shea butter helps women make money for
their families and gives them some financial independence. It's possible because of access to clean water but there is still a way to go in making sure everyone,
everywhere has the same.
Ibrahim is an Imam from the village of Tombohuaun – a
small, close-knit village in the jungle of Sierra Leone.
For him, water plays a vital role in preparing to lead
prayer at the local mosque. But before a WaterAid project brought clean water to the community at the end of
2017, Ibrahim and his fellow Muslims had only dirty water from the river to perform the pre-prayer rituals – or
often none at all during the dry season.
"If there is no water we have to do something called
'tayammum'. You put your fingers on the floor, and perform as though there is water there. First you say in
Arabic 'God I have cleaned myself and I have prepared
myself to serve you', then you go for prayers," explains
Ibrahim.
Now that Tombohuaun has clean water, Ibrahim and
his fellow worshippers will always have a supply of
clean water to wash with, so they can be confident
they’re ready for prayers.
But there are still thousands of communities and groups
that do not have this basic human right. Around the
world, 1 in 9 people don’t have clean water close to
home.
Together with its partners and supporters Water Aid is
changing that. It works in some of the hardest-to-reach
places in the world, building infrastructure, influencing
governments to change laws and changing attitudes
and behaviours. It worsk with local partners on the
ground to make sure services can be maintained long
after Water Aid has gone.

In June, we support Essex & Herts Air Ambulance
(EHAAT).
The charity’s aim is to save lives, reduce or prevent
disability, or suffering from critical illness and injury,
by delivering a first class pre-hospital emergency
medical service to the people of Essex, Hertfordshire
and surrounding areas.
Without access to National Lottery funding and with
limited support from Government, it continues to rely
upon the generosity and goodwill of the people and
businesses of Essex and Hertfordshire to remain operational and keep saving lives .
Since 1998, Essex & Herts Air Ambulance and Rapid
Response vehicles have attended 23,206 missions,
including 161 in March 2019..
Dave Moon was driving home in September 2012 with
his two young daughters, Ella and Maisie, who was
15 months old, when a lorry travelling on the wrong
side of the road came hurtling towards them. Dave
reacted quickly to the danger and swerved onto the
opposite side of the road, but it was too late and their
vehicle impacted with the lorry.
Dave rushed out of the car, not realising that he himself had suffered two broken ribs. His other daughter
Ella had been asleep upon impact so only had minor
injuries.
Delicately, Dave raised Maisie’s head up, clearing her
airway of broken glass and was relieved to see Maisie
take a huge gulp of air, although she was suffering
from intermittent levels of consciousness.
One of her legs was badly broken and blood gushed
from an injury near her elbow. Dave used various bits
of clothing to stem the flow of blood and applied pressure to her wounds.
Essex & Herts Air Ambulance landed in a field directly
beside the accident. The Critical Care Team were
directed to the most unwell patient Maisie who had
severe head and limb injuries. She required an emergency anaesthetic to protect her airway and ensure
appropriate ventilation. This is a difficult, albeit potentially life-saving procedure that the Critical Care Paramedic and Pre-hospital Care Doctor were able to perform safely at the roadside.
Scans later showed she had suffered two internal
bleeds, a broken leg and fractured skull with blood
around her brain. After a week in intensive care in the
Royal London Hospital, she was transferred to Addenbrooke’s Hospital and home a month later. Prehospital Care Doctor, Ben, said
“Given all her serious injuries Maisie has made a remarkable recovery – she’s a real fighter!”
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HERTFORDSHIRE INDEPENDENT LIVING
SERVICE
Hertfordshire Independent Living Service (HILS) is the
largest not -for-profit meals on wheels service in the UK.
Established by Herts County Council in 2007 as a charitable social enterprise, HILS provides a range of caring
services to help people to stay happy, healthy and independent in their own homes. These include;
•

A main meal , plus, if you wish, afternoon tea and/
or breakfast at reasonable prices

•

Community Alarms & telecare

•

Pop in visits

•

Keysafes

•

Advice on nutrition & wellbeing

•

Medication prompts

•

Help with improving mobility

•

Dementia fun clubs with people for mild to moderate dementia who do not require personal care
support

In St Albans, there is an additional facility - the Jubilee
Centre in Catherine Street. It has a weekday drop - in
restaurant for older people, serving a two course lunch
between 12.30 and 1.30pm for less than £5. No need to
book.
For more information, visit
www.hertsindependent;iving.org
or call 0330 2000 103(local rate number)

WORDS OF WISDOM
A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A good
deed is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps friendship,
and he who plants kindness gathers love. Saint Basil

A warm smile is the universal language of kindness.
William Arthur Ward
Beginning today, treat everyone you meet as if they were
going to be dead by midnight. Extend to them all the care,
kindness and understanding you can muster, and do it
with no thought of any reward. Your life will never be the
same again. Og Mandino

Tact is the ability to describe others as they see themselves. Abraham Lincoln
Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes

LETS TALK ABOUT TAX ----As a new tax year begins on 6 April, URC members are being invited to explore the role of tax
in building a just and sustainable society.
A new resource for study and discussion, ‘Tax for
the Common Good’, has been published by Church
Action for Tax Justice (CATJ), which is supported
by the United Reformed Church (URC). The ecumenical organisation, launched in 2018, wants to
see a fairer and more effective tax system where
everyone pays their share.
The Revd David Haslam, a Methodist minister and
Chair of CATJ, said: ‘Tax is often talked about in
the negative – at best a burden to be minimized.
But Christians should love tax; it expresses gratitude, sharing and justice which are the absolute
heart of the Gospel. While the tax system can’t
solve every problem, it helps build more just and
sustainable societies, and fosters good human relationships. For people of faith, tax is a way of sharing the enormous wealth created from the earth
God has given us.
’The conversation about our tax system is not just a
matter for tax experts, it is for all of us. Decisions
about taxation cut to the heart of our beliefs about
the type of society we want to live in and how to
live out our faith in the world.’
Simeon Mitchell, the URC’s Secretary for Church
and Society, added: ’Tax matters, but we don’t talk
about it enough. This valuable resource opens up
lots of important moral questions about the role that
tax can and should play in society. It offers a vision
of a fair tax system and ideas about how to move
towards it, in this country and globally. I hope it will
enable churches to start a discussion about tax,
and also strengthen our resolve to work for tax justice.’
Church Action for Tax Justice is also encouraging
churches to mark 7 July as Tax Justice Sunday, as
part of Fair Tax Week which runs from 6-14 July.
Margaret Hodge MP, Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Responsible Tax said: ’The
APPG on Responsible Tax is delighted to support
Fair Tax Week and Tax Justice Sunday, together
with the call for business to say what they pay in
each and every country in which they operate. We
hope to see Fair Tax Week and Tax Justice Sunday become an established part of the calendar,
just like Fairtrade Fortnight and Living Wage Week,
where organisations that do the right thing when it
comes to tax are not only recognised but celebrated.
Tax for the Common Good can be downloaded
from the URC website or for a
free printed copy email :
church.society@urc.org.uk or
telephone 020 7916 8632.
Source : URC website
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
Hi my name is Faye and I am going to be taking over the Children
and Family post at Homewood Road while Sarah is on Maternity
leave. I have been a teacher for the past ten years working in primary schools in Buckinghamshire, East London and Hertfordshire.

I have loved working in schools and with children of all ages and
am very excited to work with all of you on a brand new adventure! I
am very nervous but I know with your help, support and prayers
this will soon go!
I have a passion for music and am a soprano singer. I sing regularly with the Aeolian singers in Hemel Hempstead. I have a love for
musicals with my favourite being The Phantom of the Opera.
Please come and find me if you have this passion too! I would love
a theatre buddy! My favourite weekend of the year is going to the
Big Church Day Out and having the opportunity to worship and
praise God with thousands of other Christians. The food, glamping
and amazing musicians make it a fantastic weekend! Every year I
have discovered a new artist/band and three of my favourites are
Newworldson, The Abrams and LZ7.
I am really looking forward to working with you all throughout the
week and
especially
Sundays at
junior
church, forest church,
more@4 and youth group. Please feel
free to give me any ideas and feedback!
It is your time and I want to plan and do
my best for you, I welcome any ideas
for our sessions together.
If anyone has any questions for me or
would like to get to know me more,
please pop in for a cuppa and natter
after my start date on the 28th April.
Faye Morby
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PRAYERS FOR SPRING AND PENTECOST
There is real wisdom, Lord, in the adage
'It is always Springtime in the heart that loves God.'
Springtime is a season of optimism and hope,
and the Christian lives a faith centred on hope.
Winter, with its cold and dark days has gone,
just as Good Friday has passed to Easter and beyond.
We live a resurrection life
reflected in the new life springing up around us.
Thank you, Lord, for the hope that you bring,
the renewal that you bring,
both to this world and to our hearts and lives.

We light a candle,
and enjoy the flickering light ,
the fragrance
and warmth it creates.
But without the spark that ignites,
there will be no flame.
Without the wax,
the source of power,
the wick will not burn.
Without the flame,
there will be no fragrance,
no warmth, no light.
And so with us, Lord.
You are the catalyst that ignites us,
and the fuel that sustains us.
You fill us with your fragrance
as you enter our lives.
You empower us
to carry your flame in our hearts,
to be the fragrance, warmth,
and light of your love,
in this dark world.

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Pentecost.htm#ixzz5kuxrpiy1
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Morning Worship 11.00 am Evening Worship 6.30pm ( or as stated)
Children’s Church: Meets at the same time as Morning Worship, allowing children to attend
church with their parents.
More@4 and Forest Church: 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month respectively
MORNING
May
5th Rev John Hardaker

Holy Communion

12th Rev Meryl Court
19th Rev John Hardaker
Bring & Share lunch for Christian Aid afterwards
26th Geoff Lackey
June
2nd Rev John Hardaker
9th

Holy Communion

Worship Group
Pentecost

16th Rev John Hardaker
Family Service
23rd Adrian Whalley
30th TBA
Cluster service at Bricket Wood
EVENING
May
12th 7.00pm

Christian Aid Service- Marshalswick Free Baptist Church

19th Rev John Steele

Holy Communion

June
9th

Rev John Steele

Holy Communion

23rd The Elders
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