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 A PRAYER FOR SPRING 

Springtime! 
Your message of hope  
to a world tiring of winterôs starkness, 
longing for that first crocus 
to push through snowôs icy blanket 
and spread its leaves,  
like arms outstretched,  
to its creator. 
Springtime! 
Our yearly reminder, if we needed one, 
that to a world that was dark and cold, 
a world devoid of loveôs sweet warmth, 
you sent your Son  
to break through sinôs icy blanket, 
and, arms outstretched  
on a cross, 
he brought us  
hope. 
Thank you 
 
Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/
Prayers_Spring.htm#ixzz594mWLr71  
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution  
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on 
Facebook  

 

 

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB 

Tuesdays 20 March and 17th April 

Back Hall -  3.00pm   

All welcome 

Dear friends 

We are already well into the second month of the 
year as I write this. Lent is almost upon us and  
Easter falls at the end of March. We  are moving 
very quickly from celebrating Jesusô birth to mourn-
ing his death on the cross and rejoicing in his resur-
rection. But the speed of contrast is as nothing 
when compared with that between his joyful and 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
and his brutal death less than a week later.  

How bewildering and terrifying it must have been for 
his disciples and other close friends and followers - 
all their hopes dashed, everything they stood for 
apparently lost. Only with the realisation of Jesusôs 
resurrection did Jesusô closest disciples regain 
some hope and courage to go on. 

There are times in our lives when it appears that our 
hopes are being dashed too - maybe not in that dra-
matic way, but in ways that are important to us. May 
we always hang on to that glimmer of light at the 
end of the dark tunnel; the recognition that whoever 
and wherever we are, God, through his son Jesus 
Christ, is with us and there for us if we but listen 
and pray, and believe that he can help us through 
whatever we are facing - not to magically change 
things, or make them better, but to be alongside us 
as we suffer, giving us the confidence to go on. 

It is a joy to see more of our number being involved 
in the delivery of services through the Worship 
group led by Sarah. Speaking personally, Iôve found 
it helpful to have to be more proactive in preparing 
for Sunday worship, whether in the morning or 
evening.  

May Godôs grace be with us all and help us to func-
tion as a community acting in Christôs name. 

Lesley King 

NEWS OF FORMER MEMBERS 

Diana Devereux says: 

I love receiving cards at Christmas with messages 
from friends who live away. This year, I had a card  
from Graham Ferguson who would like his best 
wishes to be passed on from anyone who remem-
bers him at Homewood Road. Graham used to 
preach occasionally, especially at the evening ser-
vices. 

Harry Wilson, who was a member of our church for 
many years, is now living in a home in Maidstone, 
near his daughter. He is 98 years old and very hap-
py in his new environment. 

Ed: we also have news, via Kenneth & Mary Da-
vies, of the recent deaths of two former members-
Doris Ritchie,  and Eira Nursaw. Doris and her 
husband Douglas were at Homewood Road until 
the early ó70ôs, when they left for Hong Kong, before 
coming back to the UK in retirement. Eira  and hus-
band Jim ( Sir James) left Homewood Road in the 
early1990ôs to live between Normandy, London and 
Surrey. We send condolences to their families. 

http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Spring.htm#ixzz594mWLr71
http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Spring.htm#ixzz594mWLr71
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rw?id=cBRJNCuCWr358nadbiUt4I&u=faithandworship
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=cBRJNCuCWr358nadbiUt4I&u=faithandworship
http://ec.tynt.com/b/rf?id=cBRJNCuCWr358nadbiUt4I&u=faithandworship
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HOUSE GROUPS 

Share pray grow  
Our Christian faith is not just 

about Sunday morningéit is about how we 

relate to God and to the world we live in every 

day. To do that, we need to have the opportuni-

ties to explore our faith with other Christians 

who will support us on the way. 

A house group is now meeting on the first Thursday even-
ing of each month ï led by Helen Griffiths & David & Eliza-
beth Martin. Please contact any of them for more infor-
mation., and check out the weekly email, or listen out for 

church notices, to  confirm meeting places. There will be a 
list on the table at the back of the church each month to 
sign up 

 

 

 

BON MOTS 

''I love deadlines. I like the whooshing sound they make 

as they fly by. Douglas Adams  

'There are no nations! There is only humanity. And if we 

don't come to know that soon, there will be no nations, 

because there will be no humanity.' Isaac Asimov 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

WOMENôS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

THINKING LUNCHES 

At Marlborough Road Methodist 
Church, Marlborough Road, St Albans 
AL1 3XG 

Thursday 1st  March 

The Reverend Paul Hackwood 

(Paul initiated the St. Albans Sleep Out for the 
homeless) 

Executive Director of the Church Urban Fund 

ñ A Christian response to Terrorismò 

Paul has worked in a number of settings including as a 
parish priest in the Diocese of Bradford developing the 
Thornbury Centre, as Social Responsibility Advisor in the 
Diocese of St Albans and Archdeacon of Loughborough, 
as an Independent Member of the West Yorkshire Police 
Authority with a responsibility for community relations 
and as Non-Executive Director of Leicestershire PCT. 
 
No  meeting in April 

12.30 - 1.30pm half hour talk, then discussion. 

Tea, coffee and squash provided- bring your own lunch 

 

Friday 2nd March 2018 
 
ALL GODôS  CREATION IS VERY GOOD 
 
Praying for Suriname -  A service for everyone. 
 
10.30am St Leonardôs Sandridge 
 
2.30pm St Stephenôs Watling Street 
 

 

I think you have all heard me talk about my son, 
Daniel. The temporary traffic lights in Sandpit Lane 
before Christmas were his fault- he was having gas 
put into his property! 

Daniel is running in the London Marathon, raising 
money for the British Lung Foundation in memory of 
his dad, Barry. 

Barry passed away from Pulmonary Fibrosis, for 
which there is currently no cure. Daniel is running 
the marathon to raise money for further research 
into this disease. 

If you would like to donate to this cause, we would 
be very grateful as a family. 

His just giving page details are as follows: 

www.justgiving.com/Dan-Devereux 

Thank you very much. 

Diana  

THE LONDON MARATHON 

The Bible study group has for some time met on a 
Thursday afternoon. However, the day and time of 
meeting were selected to suit previous leaders, and 
David & Helen Mooney, who are currently looking 
after the group, would like to know whether another 
day/ time would allow more people to attend. 

If you would like to be involved in the Bible Study 
group, which is a very accessible and interesting 

one, please speak to either of the Mooneys. 
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THE HOMEWOOD RINGERS 

The Homewood Ringers began in 1998 when the church was left a legacy and it was decided to buy bells to ring 
in the millennium. The original players were: 

Carolyn Christie, Paul Dean ( then our minister), Diana Devereux, Jenny Graham, Meg Hort, Margaret Loraine, 
Robert & Shuna Maxwell, Heather Olsen, Peter Sinden, Ann & Mary Williams and Trevor Hawkins. 

A trip was organised to visit Whitechapel Bell Foundry to see how bells were made. It was very interesting. Hand 
chimes were recommended because they are easier to maintain, hence the 20 years service they have given us. 

Eileen & Peter Sinden went to Clapham, near Bedford, to collect the chimes. 

Over the last twenty years, we have been entertaining various clubs and retirement homes, and , of course, you at 
the church. We have raised money for many charities and have had lots of fun along the way. 

To celebrate twenty years of ringing, we are holding a Palm Court Concert (see below): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All welcome - please tell your friends and family and come along and listen to hand chimes, other musical items 
and poetry reading (with refreshments!).    

Diana Devereux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Palm Court Concert  

  Saturday 24th March 2018  

       4 -  7pm  

   Homewood Road Church  

 

   Come and join us for an afternoon of 
 musical entertainment to celebrate  

    20 years of  

  Homewood Road Ringers  

 
    Tea and cake will be provided in the interval  
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Shocking figures released by End Hunger UK on 30 
January, provide a glimpse of the extent of hidden 
hunger in the UK. 

The campaign ï a coalition of food poverty organisations 
which includes the United Reformed Church (URC) ï is 
urging the government to start measuring food insecurity 
across the UK. 

The figures show 16% of adults either skipping or seeing 
someone in their household skipping meals, 14% worry-
ing about not having enough food to eat, and 8% going a 
whole day without eating because of lack of money in the 
last 12 months. 

óThese figures showing the extent of hidden hunger in the 
UK should concern all of us,ô said Simeon Mitchell, the 
URCôs Secretary for Church and Society. ñThey back up 
the experiences of the many churches and church mem-
bers who are involved in foodbanks, which have seen 
sharp rises in demand. We need to ask why, in one of the 
wealthiest nations of the world, growing numbers of fami-
lies are unable to afford regular meals. These findings 
should act as a wake-up call for policymakers and a 
prompt for more concerted action to measure and ad-
dress food insecurity in this country.ô 

From 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017, 1,182,954 three-day 
emergency food supplies were given to people in crisis 
across the UK compared to 1,109,309 the previous year. 
Of this number, 436,938 went to children, according to 
data provided by The Trussell Trust ï Britainôs largest 
foodbank network. 

But foodbank figures do not capture people who rely on 
friends and family or discount food to get by. To address 
the issue in parliament, Emma Lewell-Buck, MP for 
South Shields, has created a 10-minute Rule Bill which 
asks the government to start measuring food insecurity 
across the UK. 

The bill has its second reading in the House of Commons 
on 2 February. 

óNow is the time for the government to sit up and tackle 
the growing issue of hunger in our country,ô she 
said.  óWhilst the government has carried out snapshot 
measures of food insecurity, these are piecemeal and 
donôt allow for assessment of long-term trends.ô 

The MP called the figures provided by the Trussell Trust 
óthe tip of the iceberg. The United Nations has estimated 
over 8 million people in the UK are food insecure,ô she 
continued. óApproximately 2000 foodbanks and foodbank 
centres are in operation, rising levels of hospital admis-
sions, due to malnutrition, cost the NHS Ã12bn per year, 
and there are record levels of in-work poverty. Without a 
robust system of household food insecurity measurement 
in place, making policy to mitigate hunger will never be-
come a reality. It is clear the time for action is now and 
urgent.ò 

Source :URC News          

 
NEW FIGURES REVEAL EXTENT OF BRIT-
AINôS ñHIDDEN HUNGERò 

United Reformed Church members are invited to 
attend the Brave New World? conference hosted by 
the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) on Saturday 17 
March. The conference in Central Hall, Oldham 
Street, Manchester, aims to stimulate dialogue 
around the challenges faced by Christians today and 
their hopes for the future of communities, nations 
and the world. Keynote speakers include Stella 
Creasy MP; Peter Oborne, Daily Mail columnist; and 
the Revd Sally Foster-Fulton, Head of Christian Aid 
Scotland. Workshops will be held on intergeneration-
al justice, the changing face of poverty, discipleship 
and much more. The event is free but a Ã10 dona-
tion per person, to cover the costs of the lunch and 
refreshments provided, is suggested. To register for 
a place go to: www.eventbrite.com and search for 
ñBrave New World?ò Locationò Manchesterò. 

The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) has launched 
Faith in Politics, a new podcast series featuring spe-
cial guests discussing current affairs that link with 
faith. The podcast was created by Helen and Rachel 
Allison who work for JPIT as parliamentary interns. 
Each monthly episode will be presented by Helen 
and Rachel ï both avid podcast listeners ï and will 
feature lively discussions from the world of politics 
from a faith viewpoint as well as interviews and a 
ómusing slotô, inspired by BBC Radio 4ôs Thought for 
the Day. Topics such as poverty, inequality, peace-
making and the environment will be regularly cov-
ered.  

JPIT is a joint venture of the Baptist Union of Great 

Britain, the Methodist Church, the United Reformed 
Church and the Church of Scotland. The team works 
on issues of justice and inequality by influencing 
those in power and energising local congregations.  

 

 

 

 

 

Source :URC News 

 ñBRAVE NEW WORLD?ò -  

  CONFERENCE 

A FEW MORE FOR LEXOPHILES----- 

He had a photographic memory which was never 
developed. 

The guy who fell on to an upholstery machine is 
now fully recovered. 

When she saw her first strands 
of grey hair, she thought sheôd 
dye. 

Acupuncture is a job well done. 
Thatôs the point of it. 

http://endhungeruk.org/measure/
http://endhungeruk.org/measure/
https://www.urc.org.uk/church-and-society
https://www.trusselltrust.org/
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-179EP-5WZ0D0-P5W4A-1/c.aspx
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-179EP-5WZ0D0-P3MQF-1/c.aspx
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-179EP-5WZ0D0-P3MQF-1/c.aspx
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Having met at the end of January, the Book Club has al-
ready selected its next book for consideration. 

The book is óWhen Bad Things 
Happen to Good Peopleô by Har-
old Kushner. 
It is a short book written by an 
American Rabbi which will cer-
tainly provoke some thought. 
Rabbi Kushner writes from a 
wealth of Jewish wisdom and 
pastoral devotion. He tackles the 
one question which really mat-
ters: why do bad things happen 
to good people? His writing can 
help us learn about acceptance 
and guilt in an open minded 

way. 
The meeting to talk about this book will be on Monday 
14th May at 7.30pm in the upper room., so plenty of time 
to search it out and read it. 

 

BOOK CLUB 

COFFEE CLUB 

Thursday Coffee Club continue to meet regularly and 
look forward to another enjoyable and successful year.  
 
Our chosen Charity for 2018 is Homestart in St Albans - 
This organisation supports families struggling with mental 
and physical health problems including post natal depres-
sion, bereavement and isolation. Do take a look at their 
excellent, informative website (last year they received 2 
prestigious awards for their outstanding work in the com-
munity) 
 
Please make a note of our forthcoming fundraising 
events; 
 
By popular request we have planned 2 cake stalls and 
these will take place after the Church Parade services - 
March 11th (for Christian Aid) and October 21st (for 
Homestart) 
We are sure that both the services and the sale of cakes 
will be popular so please come and support as much as 
you are able - it is really nice when we have a good con-
gregational presence to welcome our Uniformed Organi-
sations. 
 
After last year's success we have organised another 
Charity Bridge Afternoon (for Homestart) on Thursday 
November 1st 2pm - 5pm. Same format as last year - 
details to follow nearer the time. 
 
Thank you as always for your continued support, dona-
tions and enthusiasm! 
 
Pauline Blacket 

 

A GOOD NEWS STORY 

With the death of its founder, Ingvar Kamprad, at 91, and 
recent showing of a documentary about it, Swedish furni-
ture giant IKEA, has been in the news recently 

A perhaps rather less publicised piece of news is that 
Ikea is planning to sell a line of rugs and textiles in 2019 
made by Syrian refugees, in an effort to provide jobs to 
people displaced by the civil war. The move will create 
jobs for 200 refugees, most of them women, currently 
living in Jordan. A spokesman for Ikea described the situ-
ation in Syria as ña major tragedy of our timeò adding that 
Jordan has taken great responsibility in hosting people 
displaced by Syriaôs civil war. The products will be sold 
locally in Jordan and in other Middle Eastern countries 
with free trade agreements with Jordan. 

More than 650,000 Syrians are registered as refugees in 
Jordan, according to the United Nations. In 2016, the 
Government of Jordan pledged to issue up to 200,000 
works permits for Syrians to allow them to work legally 
alongside Jordanians. 

This is not the first time Ikea has responded to the refu-
gee crisis. A flat-pack refugee shelter designed by Ikea, 
in partnership with the United Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees (UNHCR), was crowned design of the 
year in 2016 in the prestigious Beazley international de-
sign competition. 

Thousands of flat-pack shelters, intended to last for 
around three years, were sent to humanitarian crisis 
points around the world as refugees faced freezing tem-
peratures in Europe. 

So, next time you or your family are trying to put a flat 
pack together, you can think more 
charitable thoughts about its com-
pany of origin! 

 

FREE CHURCH SERVICE  

You are invited to attend a 

Free Church Service in the  

Lady Chapel :  

Wednesday7th March 2018   

at 11.00am 

The Reverend Ian Green,  

Minister, 

Amersham Free Church. 

Service followed by a fellowship lunch in the Abbots 
Kitchen - all are welcome 

https://www.dezeen.com/tag/ikea/
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In April, we support St Albans Mencap. Mencap is  
the UKôs leading disability charity, working with peo-
ple with a learning disability and their families and 
carers. St Albans Mencap was formed over sixty 
years ago in 1951 and has over 200 members in the 
St Albans area. It has developed an organisational 
structure which ensures that peopleôs views are ef-
fectively heard and the needs of people with a learn-
ing disability, and their families and carers, are 
properly supported. 
 
St Albans Mencap aims to increase public aware-
ness and understanding of the problems that chil-
dren and adults with a learning disability face and at 
the same time, to help and advise their parents and 
carers. The Society believes that everyone is unique 
and deserves the chance to reach out and create 
their own future.  
 
St Albans Mencap wants to enable people to look at 
their options, make choices and be supported in 
their chosen lifestyle. Consequently, it tries to offer 
opportunities for everyone and is constantly looking 
to increase and improve its service provision. 
 
St Albans Mencap is a prominent local campaigner 
for fairer and better services for people with learning 
disabilities. It organises events throughout the year 
to allow people with a learning disability to socialise 
in a positive, supportive environment and to let par-
ents meet others who have shared similar experi-
ences. 
 
Some quotes from the clients who use the St Albans 
Mencap building and facilities: 
ñ I feel safe, meet my friends, I like doing things: art 
and craft to hang on the wall and computersò 
ñI like the staff, I like it when we cook, using the Chill
-Out room for film club or watching DVDsò 
ñThe St Albans Mencap building is on a bus route 
and there are spacious rooms. The staff are well 
trained for my condition, they are sympathetic and 
supportive. I feel safe.ò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 

In March, we support Breadline Africa 
Breadline Africa provides infrastructure 
projects that benefit early childhood 
development (ECD ï providing educa-
tional support to children between the 

ages of one and six years), and children and youth in 
literacy. Today, Breadline Africa is one of the biggest 
suppliers of converted shipping containers for poverty 
relief in South Africa and has delivered more than 350 
containers to poverty-stricken communities across the 
country. 

This focus is clustered into three main areas ï Early 
Childhood Development (ECD), libraries and a range 
of similar container projects to uplift communities. In 
addition, Breadline Africa also provides initiatives (such 
as seaside outings, feeding programmes and school 
stationery support) to uplift the lives of young children 
ï to open imagination and enable futures 
 
Breadline Africa provides infrastructure for ECD Cen-
tres (nursery schools) such as classrooms, toilet facili-
ties or kitchens, using re-purposed shipping contain-
ers. The aim is to improve mental and physical health; 
thus improving school readiness and reducing nega-
tive behaviours. 
 
Breadline Africa provides libraries using reconverted 
shipping containers and prefabricated structures. 
These are mainly placed in under-resourced primary 
schools across South Africa with some also being 
used as community libraries. The project was launched 
in response to the critical situation in South African 
schools ï approximately 80% of them do not have ac-
cess to a stocked library. It is the responsibility of gov-
ernment to ensure that teachers are trained according-
ly and schools have adequate basic resources, but this 
is not the case in many primary schools across South 
Africa. Only 35% of children can read by the age of 12; 
only 54% complete secondary school; and 4.7-million 
South Africans are totally illiterate. Their libraries have 
created an opportunity for more than 50,000 children 
to access print rich material across all 9 provinces. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

BARN DANCE 

SATURDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

HOMEWOOD ROAD CHURCH HALL 

7.00 pm to 10.30 pm 

 

BAND, CALLER AND FOOD 

Further information to follow 

http://breadlineafrica.org/infrastructure/
http://breadlineafrica.org/infrastructure/

