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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW
It‟s great to greet you all via the medium of the Homewood Herald for the first time! At the time of writing, I‟ve
been in post for just a few weeks, and gradually starting
to put names to faces and trying to get round to meet
you all…if we haven‟t had that opportunity yet, be assured I hope that it will happen soon!
We, as a family, have been blessed by a warm welcome
at Homewood Road and have been enjoying finding out
the rhythm of life and work here in St Albans. The children have been settling into schools and the various activities they enjoy taking part in. Having said all that, it is
never easy to uproot and make a home in an unfamiliar
place, leaving behind what has become synonymous
with the whole concept of „home‟ – people, places,
voices, experiences. Yet, we‟ve been able to do so with
loving support not only of you all, but all the friends we
left behind in Newcastle.
Around our world today, there are still people having to
make journeys away from home, familiarity and family as
refugees still flow out of Syria and troubled middleeastern countries, fleeing hardship, brutality and war.
Some are finding a place to settle, still some wander in
hope of finding a place to temporarily call home in the
face of barbed wire and closing borders.
As Christians, we follow a Jesus whose family knew
what it was like to flee for their lives to escape the cruel
paranoia of Herod. They knew the vulnerability of seeking a new place. Jesus himself would later come to
know what it was to be rejected by his own people as he
faced the prospect of the Cross. And yet, because Jesus was willing to face this vulnerability, we can find a
welcome embrace in his Kingdom. We are included
around the table of our Heavenly Father and we are invited to feast and celebrate life with him through his
death and resurrection.
As we begin the journey through the Christmas season
and into the New Year, my prayer is that you will know
yet again the radical embrace of God, that your heart will
be moved to love those who are excluded from our society, and that you will know the blessing of home, family
and belonging in all your relationships and places you
find yourself in.
Every blessing,
Andrew

MY SOUL IN SILENCE WAITS
A Thames North URC Synod Quiet Day for Advent

Wednesday 25th November 2015, 10.30am to
4pm
at St Peter‟s Bourne, Whetstone, N20 9JN
Before the rush of preparing for Christmas, an
opportunity to reflect on themes of waiting and
anticipation.
The day will include times of shared worship, discussion, and silent personal prayer.
£8 per person (includes hot lunch)
Bookings, no later than 12 midday, by Wednesday 11th November, to
bookings@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
Thames North URC Synod, St Paul‟s URC, Newton Road, Bayswater,
London W2 5LS. Tel: 020 7799 5000
(Please provide details of any dietary restrictions.)

HOMEWOOD ROAD URC WILL BE 75
NEXT YEAR
---- and to mark the occasion, Jonathan and Lynda
Kiek have kindly taken on the task of compiling material for a 75th Anniversary Brochure.
Their prime focus will be on the last 15 years, i.e. the
period since the 60th Anniversary Brochure was produced.
The progress ( or regress!) of specific activities is obviously relevant for this production - as well, of course,
as is information about the new things that have been
undertaken over that time.
Please help Jonathan and Lynda to do the job they‟ve
taken on by forwarding contributions to them as soon
as possible. Please keep contributions fairly brief - and
pictures would be welcome if you have them.
Copies of the 60th Anniversary Brochure are in the 4
drawer filing cabinet in the office should anyone want
to refresh their memories.
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CHARITY KNITTERS

PRE SERVICE PRAYER TIME

A big thank you to everyone who supported our Syrian
project. The list below shows how much help we had:

The pre service prayer gathering takes place on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays of the month. Praying together is a
powerful and important part of our worship; doing so
outside of the service allows a wider range and style of
prayer to be explored. We meet in the vestry at 9.45am;
do come along and give it a try; it can be very rewarding.

Items that have gone to Syria
Large Blankets

11

Small Blankets

22

Jumpers

63

Hats

39

Gloves & mittens

17

Scarves
Baby clothes

Dick Nunn & Heather Olsen

THE STROLLERS

7
16

---as well as:
4 packs of children‟s underwear
Pencils & colouring books.
At the moment, we are knitting scarves and gloves for
Operation Christmas Child, also goods for the Christmas Fair.
In the New Year, we hope to knit for Syria again please support us once more. We already have 4 blankets, which is a good start.
Yvonne Morrison

CHURCH COFFEE ROTA

---striding out towards St Peter’s, Tewin, in mid
September

It is that time of year when rotas are being organised for
next year.
I am very grateful to everyone who takes a turn with
serving coffee after morning worship each Sunday. It
always provides a relaxed and friendly environment to
share news and fellowship with each other.
If you feel you are no longer able to serve on the rota
please would you let me know as soon as possible.
Alternatively if you would like to join the rota I would be
delighted to hear from you!
Thank you for your support
Pauline Blacket
------ and pausing for a rest.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays - 17 November and 8 December

Next walk October 21st - meet at the Waggoners - Ayot
Green AL6 9AA at 10.00am booted and suited!. Lunch
12.15pm

Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome
We print pictures in the magazine in black and white for reasons of economy - to see them in glorious colour, look at the
web edition of the Herald-- where you may also find the occasional article not in the hard copy version (Ed).
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WINTER FAIR 2015
SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER
10.30AM -2.00PM
We look forward to welcoming you to our
Church Winter Fair. This is our most important fund raising event of the year and also one of the most enjoyable.
There will be opportunities to buy gifts - Christmas flower arrangements, delicious homemade
cakes, toiletries and many other items. Also a
chance to win one of the great gifts in our Prize
Draw and tombola.
The Children‟s Corner will provide lots
of entertainment- crafts, tombola, face
and nail painting, and games.
Morning coffee served from 10.30am, lunch from midday.
Mary & Diana

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
This year we‟ll again be supporting Operation Christmas Child by packing shoe boxes and sending them off
to children who wouldn‟t otherwise receive a gift. If you‟d like to take part, please keep your eyes peeled for
the flyers that will be in church ,but here are a few suggestions.
Things to include:
Toys, school supplies, hygiene items, hats, scarves, gloves, sunglasses,
wrapped sweets, hair accessories, wind up torch.
Things not to include:
Used or damaged items, war related items such as toy guns, play soldiers
or knives; chocolate or other food items; liquids or lotions of any type including bubbles; medicines; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; anything of
a political, racial or religious nature; sharp objects; glass containers, mirrors or fragile items; playing cards of the 4-suit variety; clothing other than
as listed above.
It‟s always good to support this great charity so please speak to Sarah if you would like any more details.
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JUMBLE SALE 26 SEPTEMBER

LINK WITH TRINITY URC

Just to thank everyone who helped in any way with publicising, donating, sorting, selling, clearing and counting
money for the event. £622 was raised in about 1 hour so
well done!

Our link with Trinity Church continues to grow and
strengthen as we do things together. Trinity members are now a regular feature at our Walks as well
as at our Men‟s Breakfast. We continue to work towards doing more to draw our two congregations
closer together.

Thankfully our advert appeared in the Herts Advertiser
and approximately 1500 house flyers were distributed in
the preceding weeks. Posters were also displayed in local shops and libraries. Despite this, attendance was
once again quite low – maybe with so many good Charity
shops in the area, Jumble Sales are going out of fashion!
But the sum raised is still a significant contribution.
As we no longer have a skip to clear at the end, you may
like to know that a huge amount of goods were donated
to the Recycling Clothes Charity (Reg No 06480287) who
provided bags and a courier to collect donations. This
organisation supports 3 Registered Charities – Against
Breast Cancer UK / Asthma Research and Child Cancer Aware.
In addition my very grateful thanks to Sarah Nurse who
took car loads of goods to the St Albans for Refugees
Campaign for the Syrian Crisis.

Trinity will be holding a Beetle Drive on Saturday
21st November to which all at Homewood Road are
warmly invited. The evening will start at 7.30pm.
Looking to next year we are planning another joint
service, which this time will take place here at
Homewood Road. We‟re also planning another social event so please do keep your eyes peeled for
details of both of these events.
Please continue to support and pray for the link that
we are building between Homewood Road and Trinity and for all that God is doing and will do through
this friendship.
Sarah Green

I think we can all be very satisfied that so much was recycled and donated to such worthwhile causes.
Thank you again for your support.
Pauline Blacket

PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP
An appeal, please, for anyone who feels they could spare
a couple of hours on a Thursday morning or afternoon to
assist with the Parent and Toddler Group.
We will be short of helpers in the New Year due to vacations and Maternity leave so offers of help would be
much appreciated. It is great fun and a very satisfying
part of our community outreach – come and give us a try!
Do speak to me for further details.

70 YEARS WORKING FOR A
FAIRER WORLD
QUIZ Evening
Sat.10th Oct. 7.00 - 9.30pm
Tickets £5.00
including refreshments.

Thank you
Pauline Blacket

FORUM EVENTS 2015
Wednesday
11th Nov

St Albans Musical Theatre production of
Hairspray, Alban Arena 7.45 pm £17.50
(if 10 tickets are sold)

Monday
16th Nov

Jim and Marion Allen – walk

Wednesday
2nd Dec

Morag Gracie – walk, route tbc

Hatfield Road Methodist Church,
133b Hatfield Road, St. Albans, AL1 4JX
Make up a team or come alone.
All are welcome
Contact: JAMES ROWLEY
Telephone: 01727 857826
Email: jamesrrowley@gmail.com
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WHAT ABOUT THE ORGANIST? - by Mary Cook
So much of the time, the role of church organist is taken for granted by most people. Organists are usually too selfeffacing to make a fuss, but when I see no mention of them in reports of gatherings in which they have played a part
my immediate response is “well, what about the organist? - the organ doesn‟t play itself!” So, reader, you might like
to know what playing for services entails - perhaps much more than you think!
What about the instrument we are asked to play? No two organs are alike. It can be a pipe organ with either a mechanical action (the preferred type for most organists) or electrical action, as at Homewood Rd., on which the player
has less control over the touch. The other is where the sound is produced artificially - most organs of this type are
controlled by a computer. Apart from the organ itself, the acoustic of the building can be very different, and one
needs to play accordingly. As I am very fortunate to be able to play on many different organs, I make sure I come in
before the service to prepare the music on the instrument at hand - this can take a couple of hours or so. But there is
more to it than that.
I was slightly put out when someone said to me about a particular hymn “Oh, you only need to play the music over
five times!” Is that all people think we do? Each hymn requires thought. If for instance, it is a Passiontide hymn about
the Crucifixion, one would not play it in the same way as a joyful Easter hymn. Then one needs to look at the words
themselves. It could be that each verse needs a slight variation in sound to enhance the meaning. Is there a comma
in the middle of a line which needs pointing, or perhaps the end of a line is linked to the beginning of the next? The
tempo is also crucial; too fast and the congregation is gasping for breath; too slow, and it drags.
So, how to achieve all this? The organ is nothing like a piano apart from the layout of the octave. The piano is a percussion instrument where the hammer strikes the strings. The pipe organ, however, is a wind instrument where air is
kept under pressure in the windchest, and made available to the pipes basically through the action of the keys and
stops. The keys are not struck as in a piano, but pressed and held for the full value of the note; so the release of the
key is important. Both feet are also used operating a row of pedal notes in the same way.
The sound does not come from the console, but from the pipes themselves; the pipework is the organ. The console
can sometimes be immediately under the pipes, which usually indicates that the organ is a mechanical or tracker
action whereby the mechanism from the key is directly linked to the pallets which open, thus enabling the pressurised wind to enter the set of pipes required. At some stage in the organ‟s evolution - it is after all the oldest keyboard
musical instrument, first used in the time of the ancient Greeks - and with the advent of electricity, it became useful
for the console to be moveable, and therefore linked to the pipework by electrical switches. Most organs have more
than one manual (keyboard), each with its own pipework. The pipes for the „Swell‟ manual are enclosed in a chamber
with louvres which are opened and shut by the use of a separate pedal; this can produce a more gradual and controllable increase or decrease in volume.
The pipes vary considerably in the type of sound they produce and can be used individually, or - more commonly - in
a pre-designated group. The stops are the mechanisms by which the organist can select the sound he is aiming for,
but of course - as I have already indicated - no two organs have the same number or type of stops. In most modern
organs, any combination of stops can be produced quickly by the use of thumb pistons operated by the hands under
each manual, and by toe pistons positioned each side of the Swell pedal. So again, the organist has to decide which
to use on any particular organ for the purpose he is aiming for; sometimes this can be frustrating when the stops one
would dearly like to have are not on the organ you are playing, and you have to „fudge‟ it!
All this knowledge is accrued initially from the tuition one receives, and from individual research. One also needs to
know about, and be able to produce the style of any piece being performed. It is no good playing a piece by, for instance Bach or an early English composer, as if it was composed by Mendelssohn or Messiaen!
So, to be a half-decent organist, one builds up a considerable technique, and also a fund of not only knowledge, but
crucially years of experience. It has been described as like flying an aircraft. The organ is the most complex and arguably the most difficult instrument to play. The organist is possibly one of the most highly trained members of a
church‟s staff. So please spare a little thought for the organist who has worked hard to provide a meaningful part of
your worship.
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In November, we support the Bible
Society.

Our Christmas collections support two local organisations which support the homeless, Emmaus and
Open Door.

Set up in 1804, the Society's Patron is
HM The Queen and its President is the
Bishop of London, Dr Richard Chartres. The Society makes Scriptures
available where there are none. It
works to help the church engage with the Bible more
effectively. And it endeavours - through
the arts, education, media andpolitics - to make the
Bible available, accessible and credible in our culture.
Bible Society's mission is global. Its work is organised
into two categories: domestic (England and
Wales) and international (overseas).

Emmaus enables people to move on from homelessness, providing work and a home in a supportive,
family environment. Companions, as residents are
known, work full time collecting, renovating and reselling donated furniture. This work supports the
community financially and enables residents to develop skills, rebuild their self-respect and help others
in greater need. Companions receive accommodation, food, clothing and a small weekly allowance, but
for many, the greatest benefit is a fresh start. To join
a community, they sign off unemployment benefits
and agree to participate in the life and work of the
community and abide by its rules.

Bible Society is part of an international fellowship of
over 140 Bible Societies around the world, known as
the United Bible Societies. Its international programme
is delivered on the ground through the close relationship it has with each of its fellow Bible Societies.

Emmaus St Albans has room for 31 companions in
the main building with an additional three in the new
annex to the community building. Companions have
their own front door key and are encouraged to make
Emmaus St Albans their homes.

Whether translating the Scriptures into a language for
the first time, producing and distributing Bibles and
New Testaments in their millions, teaching people to
read with Bible-based materials, helping people
to engage with Scripture or championing its significance to all cultures and in all ages, Bible Society is
working to transform the world with the Scriptures
through the Church.

All of this however would not be possible were it not
for the Emmaus second hand furniture business and
all the donations it receives. All donated goods are
sorted, repaired, priced and sold by the companions
who do everything from driving the vans to running
the shops to renovating and up-cycling the furniture. Emmaus rely upon the generous donations of
its supporters and thank them for their continued
support.

In December, we support the South West Herts
branch of Samaritans. Samaritans' vision is that
fewer people die by suicide. They aim to achieve this
vision by working to alleviate emotional distress and to
reduce the incidence of suicidal feelings and suicidal
behaviour. An example is around saving lives on the
railway network .In January 2010, Samaritans and Network Rail formed a partnership to reduce the number
of railway suicides and to improve support available to
those affected by them. The suicide prevention and
support programme, born out of this partnership, covers England, Scotland and Wales and includes representation from across the rail industry.
South West Herts Samaritans provide confidential
emotional support to people in distress or despair in
Berkhamsted, Bovingdon, Chorleywood, Rickmansworth, Hemel Hempstead, Kings Langley, Watford,
Oxhey, St Albans, Potters Crouch, Bricket Wood,
Radlett, Bushey, Borehamwood & Elstree.
Samaritans are there for anyone who is having suicidal
thoughts or is going through a bad time, feeling upset
and confused, and wants someone to talk to. They
won‟t judge , or tell anyone what to do, but will be there
to listen.

Emmaus St Albans also prides itself onthe solidarity
work it does. Once someone becomes a companion
and is provided shelter, warmth, support and care by
Emmaus, they must then help others in more
need. The solidarity work ranges from local projects
like providing a cooked meal once a week to Centre
33, to a five-mile obstacle course to raise money for
a local hospice, to sending containers full of furniture
and clothes to disadvantaged countries.
The Open Door Charity works to ensure that no-one
need sleep rough in St Albans and to improve the life
chances of homeless people in our community. Its
main activities are to raise funds for the Open Door
Homelessness Service in Bricket Road, St Albans, to
support and improve the service, and to promote
volunteering.
The Open Door Homelessness Service is a night
shelter and daytime drop-in for vulnerable people in
St Albans. The Service regularly gives accommodation to up to 12 people each night, and provides
them with a hot meal. The drop-in offers support and
advice, including on housing and health issues.
Open Door provides a safe environment for homeless people in and around St Albans, giving them a
base in which to re-establish their lives and their self
esteem.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORK UPDATE
More@4
In September More@4 looked at Holy Cross Day. We made loads of different types of cross including a giant one
covered in very painty footprints. October More@4 is set to be lots of fun too. Please remember that there will be
no More@4 in December as we‟ll be having our Christmas Festival Service instead. Do join us for More@4 on the
second Sunday of every month for lots more fun.
Children’s Church
Children‟s Church has had some great sessions in September and October. In September we looked at lots of
themes including who‟s the most important in God‟s world. In October we explored Harvest, the story of Jesus healing the blind man and a bit more about God‟s Kingdom. We continue to meet every week during the main service
so do join us over the next few months for stories, crafts, activities and lots of fun

Family Services
In September we celebrated “Back to Church Sunday” with a special family service on the theme of some the important things we do in church together. In October we hosted our Parade Service and welcomed our Uniformed
Organisations and their families to worship with us.
Beavers
One of the Beaver Packs affiliated with our church is looking for some help. Tuesday Beavers which meets between 5.45-6.45pm every Tuesday in term time needs some new leaders. Without additional help the unit will have
to close after Christmas. If you or anyone you know fancies helping out with this please do let me know and I will
pass your details on to the Beavers.
Play and Praise
Play and Praise continues to meet every week, although our numbers have been very low. If you know anyone that
you think might like to come along, please do invite them. We meet every Tuesday morning at 10.30am for candles, singing, dancing, stories and prayers. If anyone is interested in coming along to help out then please do get in
touch with me.
Youth Group
Youth Group had a break over the summer but started back in September. We will be meeting on every Sunday
except the second Sunday of the month which is More@4. We‟ve played some brilliant games and had some
really interesting discussions. We meet between 6-7.30pm. Please do pray for this venture. If anybody thinks they
might like to be involved with this please do let me know. Offers of help are always appreciated!
Christmas Events
Our Christmas Festival service will be on Sunday 13 th December at 10.30am. We‟ll be having a Crib Service again
this year on Christmas Eve at 4pm, this will be a very short, interactive service suitable for all the family and followed by refreshments. Keep your eyes peeled for more details of our Christmas services and events.
Happy Birthday
We wish many happy returns to;
Peta Millward on 9th November
Henry Nurse on 10th November
Tamara Lall on 14th November

Sarah Green
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Why not have a go at colouring in this Nativity scene to decorate your house this Christmas?
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PRAYERS FOR ADVENT

The Advent story
of hope and mystery,
anticipation,
preparation,
a kingdom
of this world and the next,
and a king
appearing when we least expect.
Heaven touching earth,
the footsteps of the divine
walking dusty roads
as once they did in Eden,
and a people,
searching for a Saviour,
and walking past
the stable.
Open eyes and hearts,
that this might be
an Advent of hope to the world.

God of hope, who brought love into this world,
be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world,
be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world,
be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon,
be the centre, the focus of our lives
always, and particularly this Advent time.

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent.htm#ixzz3nmnZN6Qg
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CALENDAR

10.30am

6.30 pm
(unless shown otherwise)
NOVEMBER

1st

Andrew Clark

HC

Andrew Clark
Memorial Service

8th

Andrew Clark

Andrew Clark

Remembrance

15th

Major Judith Hilditch

Andrew Clark HC

22nd

Adrian Bagg

Mike Findley
Mini series 2

29th

John Churcher

6.00pm

CTiM Advent Service
St Saviour’s

Advent1/ Scottish

DECEMBER
6th

13th
20th

Andrew Clark

HC

The Elders

Advent 2

Lesley King & David Martin

Sarah G, Andrew C & team

Mike Findley

Advent 3/Festival Service

Mini series 3

Alan Gilliam

The Choir Carol Service

Advent 4

24th

Christmas Eve
4.00pm Crib Service

11.30pm

Andrew Clark
Welcoming Christmas Day

Sarah G , Andrew C & team
25th

Christmas Day

No service

Andrew Clark
27th

Andrew Clark

No service

HC = Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 22 Nov 2015, please
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