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Dear friends

HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYBODY

We said a sad farewell to Andrew and family in mid
August, but managed nevertheless to make the occasion a happy one( see below). About 10 of us were
present at Andrew’s induction into his new role at
Hertford Baptist Church, at which I was pleased to
bring greetings and good wishes from Homewood
Road - and to warn his new church about his liking for
caramel wafers!

We come to that time of year when our
thoughts turn to the arrival of Jesus in
the world, alongside all the clamour
and excitement of a modern festive
season.

I am glad to say that we now have a clear understanding with North Thames Synod as to how our
appointment of a replacement for Andrew will fit into
the framework of the St Albans Cluster. It has been
accepted that we will appoint a Minister for ourselves
(not an Assistant), who will work alongside the cluster
Minister, within the context of the aspiration of the
four cluster churches to become by stages a single
pastorate on several sites, to strengthen their ability
to address city wide needs collectively, as stated in
the pastorate profile.

Come and join us as we enter Advent
and wait for his coming. For full details
of all services and events, read on.
May all know the
love and joy of
Christ in their
hearts at this
time, and always.

Your elders believe that this is an important step forward- neither we, nor the cluster , are likely to attract
the calibre of candidates we seek if the relationship
between the two roles is not clear.
Now that this understanding has been reached, the
cluster vacancy will go back on the URC official list of
vacancies, and I am beginning to place adverts in
various publications seeking expressions of interest
in our post.
With God’s blessing, may this process result in the St
Albans cluster, and Homewood Road within it, moving forward together in spirit and mission.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays 21 Nov and 12 December
Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

Lesley King

THANK YOU FROM THE CLARKS
A note from us Clarks just to express once again our
gratitude for your kindness to us, not just on leaving
Homewood Road, but through the two years we spent
with you. We all really appreciate our final service and
‘send off’ tea - especially the Camper Van cake - and
that will be a lovely memory going forward.
An extra special thank you for the kind financial gift
which we have used in a variety of ‘outdoor’ pursuits a new BBQ, lawn mower, two raised beds and some
lovely soil in which now grows pak choi, kale, radish
and spring onions! So, thank you for gifts that will continue giving!
We have all settle well here in Hertford, but we miss
you all and send love and continued assurance of our
prayers for all of you.
Every blessing
Andrew
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HOME GROUPS
Share pray grow

HOMEWOOD/TRINITY STROLLERS

Our Christian faith is not just about Sunday
morning…it is about how we relate to God and
to the world we live in every day. To do that,
we need to have the opportunities to explore
our faith with other Christians who will support us on the way.
If you would be interested in joining a house
group, fortnightly, on a Thursday evening –
led by Helen Griffiths & David & Elizabeth
Martin, please sign the list at the back of the
church, or contact any of them for more information.
CTi M ACTIVITIES NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
Monday 20th Nov. - 7.45pm Marshalswick Baptist
Church, Concert by Herts Police Choir in aid of church
refurbishment project.
Saturday 9th Dec - Foodbank collection, Budgens, The
Quadrant
Friday 15th Dec. - Living Advent
'Sing' in Quadrant for one hour from
7pm - volunteer singers wanted!

You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the
Lady Chapel on the following
Wednesdays at 11.00am:
1st November 2017

The Reverend Fr Brian Reynolds
Catholic Ecumenical Chaplain St Albans Cathedral

6th December 2017
The Reverend Richard Lowson
Joint Superintendent Minister, Methodist West Herts &
Border Circuit

Congratulations to the Strollers on their walk as part
of the Oxfam Herts Hike. Here they are with the city’s
current Mayor, Cllr Iqbal Zia and his wife Farhat, seeing them off on their trek.

WORSHIP GROUP
As you may have heard in the notices over the last
few Sundays, we’re planning to start a ‘Worship
Group’ responsible for planning and delivering worship here at Homewood Road. The group would cover
two kinds of services, firstly, all age worship services
and secondly, other services where the young people
would leave for Children’s Church for the majority of
the service. We have a number of ‘worship group’
services optimistically pencilled in for next year.
The plan is that this group of people would be able to
get together and share ideas and resources and then
work together to deliver the service. We’re looking for
people that would like to be a part of this group. We’d
like people who have talents for music, creative ideas,
prayers or speaking and teaching. Hopefully, between
us, we’ll be able to form a group where everyone’s
contributions can be utilised fully and where we can
come up with worship that is creative, exciting and
Spirit filled.
We hope to have enough people in this group that not
everyone has to be involved in every ‘worship group’
service. The idea being that we have a pool of people
from which to draw for each occasion.
If this is something that you think you might be interested in, please speak to me. If this is something that
you’ve never thought about before, I encourage you
to pray and ask God whether this would be a good
place for you to share your gifts and talents.
Sarah Green
It’s nearly time for the Winter Fair---see page 7

All services are followed by a fellowship lunch in
The Abbots Kitchen
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THINKING LUNCHES
At Marlborough Road Methodist Church, Marlborough Road, St Albans AL1 3XG
12.30 - 1.30pm
Thursday 2nd November
The Reverend Dr Leslie Griffiths, Lord Griffiths of Burry Port
Should the House of Lords be Abolished?
Thursday 7 December
Penny Williams from Amnesty International
Human Rights for All? Is this possible?

CHRISTMAS ANGELS
We know from the extensive feedback which we got just how much our distribution of
knitted angels last year in the city centre and the Quadrant was appreciated- so it’s time
to get knitting again!

We’ll be printing off copies of the pattern - they’ll be on the table at the back of the
church. Or go to www.christmasangel.net to download it.
As they all have to be tagged, please hand your angels in by the end of November.

FOR LEXOPHILES - LOVERS OF WORDS
•

When fish are in schools, they sometimes take
debate

•

A thief who stole a calendar got 12 months

•

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles, UCLA

•

The batteries were given out free of charge

•

A dentist and a manicurist married, They fought
tooth and nail

•

With her marriage, she got a new name and a
dress

•

A boiled egg is hard to beat

•

Police were summoned to a nursery where a
three year old was resisting a rest.

FACEBOOK FOR THE OLDER GENERATION
For those of my generation who do not comprehend
why Facebook exists, I am trying to make friends outside of Facebook, applying the same principles. Therefore, every day I walk down the street and
tell passers by what I have eaten, how I feel at the
moment, what I have done the night before, what I
will do later and with whom. I give them pictures of
my family, my dog, and me gardening, taking things
apart in the garage, watering the lawn, standing in
front of landmarks, driving around town, having lunch
and doing what everybody and anybody does every
day. I also listen to their conversations, giving them
the thumbs up and tell them I like them.
And it works - just like Facebook. I already have four
people following me: two police officers, a private
investigator and a psychiatrist!!
Ed : My thanks to Bill Cormack for this one

4

Carols around the Tree
Saturday 2nd December at 6.30pm
Invite your neighbours and friends to join us as we start off the
Christmas season with carol singing, live music and festive refreshments!
Our new outdoor Christmas tree was such a spectacular success last year that
we have decided to make it an annual event!
So, wrap up warm and join us for some festive carol singing, followed by
mulled wine and nibbles in the hall – as we turn on our Christmas Lights.

BOOK CLUB
Our next book club meeting will take place on Monday 29 th January 2018 at 7.30pm in the Upper Room. I know
that seems a long way off but…..Christmas is coming!…. and this gives us plenty of time to read the book.
Before Andrew moved on, he left us with a list of his recommendations for ‘good Book Club reads’ and we have
decided to start with ‘Ragamuffin Gospel’ by Brennan Manning.
Here are a few quotes from reviews of the book to whet your appetite:
‘Are you bedraggled, beat-up, burnt-out?’
‘Most of us believe in God's grace--in theory. But somehow we can't seem to apply it in our
daily lives. We continue to see Him as a small-minded bookkeeper, tallying our failures and
successes on a score sheet”
‘Yet God gives us His grace, willingly, no matter what we've done. We come to Him as ragamuffins--dirty, bedraggled, and beat-up. And when we sit at His feet, He smiles upon us, the
chosen objects of His "furious love."’
So, if you haven’t been to a book club meeting before and you would like to join in, you can
order a copy of the book online new or used – or order it through a local bookshop. Take
time to enjoy reading it and then come along for a cuppa and a chat and a discussion on the
book – it’s always very friendly and light hearted – but thought provoking at the same time and the sessions are usually no more than an hour long.
If you are planning to come, would you please indicate on the sign-up sheet at the back of the church or let Helen
Mooney or Helen Griffiths know, so we have an idea of numbers
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We invite you to join us again this year at our Church
Winter Fair. This year we are planning to introduce some
new stalls and activities and we hope to provide some
live festive entertainment in the hall while you relax and
enjoy a delicious home cooked lunch.
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In November, we support the
Bible Society
Back in 1904 when the foundations of the Bible Society were laid, the founders asked a question that would
change the world.
Affordable printed Bibles had just arrived for Welsh
speakers, but why stop there? If for Wales, why not for
the kingdom? And if for the kingdom, why not for the
world?
This was the moment the Society’s global mission was
born, and as part of United Bible Societies, it is
now active in over 200 countries and regions. Through
its translation work, the Bible is made available in new
spoken and signed languages, and existing Bibles are
revised to bring the language up-to-date. To meet the
individual needs and demands of the millions wanting
the Scriptures, the Society’s production facilities not
only print physical copies but also produce visual, audio and digital forms.
Its distribution network takes the Bible to places it
might otherwise be hard to come by, and literacy is
improved by empowering people to read, using the
Book as a reference.
The Bible Society also works to affirm the place of the
Bible in society, challenging ill-informed thinking and
demonstrating that the Bible can be a force for positive
change in today’s world.
A significant proportion of its international work focuses on three areas which all have different needs and
challenges and where Christianity is growing fast: China, Africa and the Middle East.

In December we support the
South West Herts branch of The Samaritans.
The SW Herts branch is part of the national Samaritans movement and serves five boroughs (Watford, St
Albans, Hertsmere, Three Rivers and Dacorum) with a
combined population of around 500,000. It provides an
extensive service for callers and a broad range of outreach within the community.
For example, the charity works intensively with children. With Assembly talks and interactive workshops,
designed for Primary and Secondary schools,hundreds
of pupils have been reached. Besides raising awareness, the Samaritans promote emotional wellbeing and
explain that talking helps. Samaritans of SW Herts
have also joined the countrywide Crucial Crew educational programme.

As always at Christmas , we have special collections
for two local charities, Emmaus and Open Door.
Emmaus Hertfordshire is a homelessness charity
providing up to 35 formerly homeless people with a
safe home environment and the opportunity to work.
It has six excellent stores located across Hertfordshire and Barnet, filled with quality secondhand furniture, warrantied electrical items, and clothes. Emmaus collects donated furniture and other household
items which are recycled, restored and resold. This
funds the community and helps people to move on
from homelessness. It provides skilled work and
training and a stable home environment, thereby
giving people a chance to regain their self-esteem.

The Open Door Homelessness Service is a night
shelter and daytime drop-in for vulnerable people in
St Albans. The service provides accommodation to
up to 12 people each night, and provides them with
a hot meal. The night shelter is supported by the
work of the Open Door Charity, a local charity, run
by volunteers. Their vision is to make sure people do
not have to turn to sleeping rough in St Albans.
The service is managed by Hightown Housing Association, with professional staff and volunteers supporting homeless people in planning a more secure
and independent future.
The Open Door Charity gives some £50,000 each
year towards the running costs and to pay for a
counselling service and a part time Volunteers Coordinator. The Charity also pays for the long term
maintenance of the premises, and for other goods
and services that public grants do not provide .

HARVEST TEA 1 OCTOBER

The Samaritans work closely with local authorities as
well as other charities. The local authority signposting
service is an important link between the community
and the Samaritans’ trained volunteers. With its Freephone number (116 123) email and text service the
Samaritans are there when other helplines are closed.
They are there 24/7, every day of the year.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In September we explored the theme of the Cross and why it’s so important. You’ll be able to see the
melted crayon cross we made up on the wall in church.
In October we looked at the Ten Commandments and enjoyed testing ourselves to see if we could remember them all!

In November we’ll be looking at the theme of All Saints and thinking about all the people who have gone
before us. As usual there will be lots of crafts, messy activities, music and food to keep us busy!
There will be no more@4 in December.
Forest Church
In September our theme was ‘Workers for God’ and we heard the parable of the workers in the vineyard
and spent some time working in the Wick as we thought about God’s love for us. In October our theme
was the falling leaves and we enjoyed watching the way Autumn is changing our surroundings.
In November our theme will be King of Creation and we’ll be talking about how God is the King of all we
see around us. There will be no Forest Church in December.

Children’s Church
Children’s Church has been looking at parables, commandments and Moses’ life throughout September
and October. Our themes for the next few months are as follows.
November 5th

All Saints

December 3rd

Advent

November 12th

The Oil in the Lamps

December 17th

Advent

November 26th

Christ the King

December 24th

Advent

Family Services
We have a few Family Services coming up over the next few months. Please do join us for these services as we worship together as a family.
November 19th - The Talents
December 10th – Christmas Festival Service
December 24th – Crib Service, 4pm
December 25th – Christmas Day Family Service

Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet every Sunday apart from the second of the month between 6.00-7.30pm.
As usual we will have games, challenges, discussions and lots of food.
In October we started a new Youth Group session during the Sunday morning service on the second
Sunday of the month. Our first meeting was a big hit and we will be continuing this pattern.
Happy Birthday

We wish many happy returns to;
Peta Millward on 9th November
Henry Nurse on 10th November
Tamara Lall on 14th November

Sarah Green
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With Christmas just around the corner we thought you might like to design your own nativity scene. Colour in the
figures below, then cut out and fold over so that you can build your very own nativity set.
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JOURNEYING WITH GOD

Our walk with God
is never a lonely walk,
it is a family occasion,
if taken in the company
of God's children.
If we lag behind,
there are those who will turn
and offer words of encouragement,
hold out a hand and offer assistance
over stiles and other obstacles,
share refreshment,
help us from our knees
when we stumble.
Our walk with God
is never a lonely walk,
it is a joyful experience
as along the path others join us,
attracted by the company
of God's children,
singing the same songs of praise
that angels sing,
following a path
worn down by tears and joy
and sacrifice.
Our walk with God
is never a lonely walk,
for he walks with us,
on a track that leads
to a glorious
destination
God of hope
be with us in our Advent journey
to the stable and beyond,
be with us in our meeting
and in our travelling together,
be with us in our worship
and our praying together,
be with us in our Advent journey
to the stable and beyond,
our God of hope.
Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/
prayers_Advent.htm#ixzz4vD9k5bXQ
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT HOMEWOOD ROAD - NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2017
November
5th Service led by Mike Findley - includes Holy Communion

12th Remembrance - led by Rev John Steele
19th

Family Service led by Sarah Green & team

26th Kirk Service- led by Rev John Steele

December
3rd 1st in Advent - led by Rev Ann Jack- includes Holy Communion
10th 2nd in Advent - Festival Service - led by Sarah Green & team
17th 3rd in Advent - led by Mike Findley
24th 4th in Advent - led by Martyn Macphee
25th Christmas Day - led by Sarah Green & worship group
31st

St Albans Cluster service - led by Bob Little

EVENINGS
November
5th Service led by Martyn Macphee- includes Holy Communion
19th Service led by Helen Griffiths

December
3rd 6.00pm CTiM Advent Service- St Saviour’s 24th Crib Service
17th 6.30pm Carol Service
24th 4.00pm Crib Service - led by Sarah Green
11.30pm Candlelight service, led by members of the worship group
Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by 19th November 2017, please .
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