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Dear Friends,
Already the leaves are turning and the nights drawing
in; autumn is well on the way. God has blessed us
with the changing seasons, the rhythm of each year
and a reminder of the renewing power of creation. As
I begin to settle into life in the St Albans Cluster I am
increasingly seeing God at work in our own season
of change. If we are to experience new growth then
the rhythms of church life will take us through our
own endings and new beginnings.
I am currently reading NT Wright’s epic tome“The
Resurrection of the Son of God”. His expansive work
makes Jesus’ death and resurrection the epicentre of
God’s plan for all creation. This narrative of ending
and beginnings is our story too. We know in the
changing patterns of our own journey that life is always running towards its end, like rivers to the sea.
We cannot stand still, time and space carry us forward and we are invited to make the most of each
day we are gifted with.
The story of the death and resurrection of Jesus is
our source of hope, both personally and as a cluster
of churches. The cross was not easy for any of the
key players, for Jesus it was a torturous humiliating
public execution, for Mary it was the death of a loved
son, for the twelve the loss of a friend and seemed
like the end of their hope of Messiah. Letting go of
things we love is very painful and the changes God
may ask of us will come at a price. I am mindful of
the personal cost we may be asked to pay to enable
the Cluster to be reborn out of the ending of our local
churches independent lives. Yet I long for the third
day and resurrection. My convictions that God is doing something here continue to grow. It may not be
easy and there will be sacrifices but like the Easter
story the outcome will be glorious and bring honour
to our God and Saviour.

NO WINTER FAIR THIS YEAR ------For a number of reasons, including the very
practical one that several of the key people involved in running the Winter Fair will be absent
or busy in November, we have decided that the
Winter Fair will be replaced by one to be held in
the Spring of 2019. Please put 30th March in
your diaries for next year.
We had already identified that attracting people ,
especially children and their parents, on a day
when many schools held their own fairs, was
becoming an increasing challenge, so this gives
us the opportunity to try something different.
-------------

Saturday 1st December
at 5.30pm
Come and join us as we
start off the Christmas season with carol singing, live
music and festive refreshments! Everyone welcome.
The lighting up of our outdoor Christmas Tree has become an annual
event - so, wrap up warm and join us
for some festive carol singing, followed by mulled wine and nibbles in
the hall.

HARVEST SERVICE

Yours in his service, John

So, not this

CAROLS AROUND THE TREE

At our Harvest Service, devised by Helen Griffiths and
Anne Goldsmith, we celebrated by thinking of three
Jewish festivals starting with
Sukkoth, the Feast of the Tabernacles. We decorated our
own shelter with flowers and
filled it with fruits (Shavuot),
thinking of the Fruits of the
Spirit, and grain and bread
(Pesach), thinking of Jesus as
the Bread of Life

but this
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HOUSE GROUPS
Share pray grow
A house group is now meeting once a month, on a
Thursday evening. The group is currently looking at one
of the very accessible York Courses, “Glimpses of
God”. Copies of the booklet are available at the back of
the church.

CHOIR CAROL SERVICE
16th December, 6.30pm
Would you like to take part in
the Church Carol Service this
year?
Last year we were delighted
to welcome extra singers to
join us in our annual Carol Service and we would
like to extend that invitation again this year.

The November meeting will be on Thursday 8th,
8.00pm, at the home of Helen Mooney. Please sign the
list if you plan to go. Each session is self standing, and
provides the opportunity for thoughtful consideration
and discussion.

There will be two special Saturday morning rehearsals in Church from 9.30 – 11.30 on 24th November and 8th December. (You are also welcome to
join us for regular choir practice on Tuesdays 7.30
– 8.30pm, if you wish).

MARRIAGE BLESSING- DAVID & KAREN MATTHEWS

There will be a sign up list at the back of the church
where you can indicate which rehearsals you can
attend.

Several members from coffee club
had a very enjoyable day at David &
Karen’s Marriage Blessing on 15th
September
They were married earlier this year in
Cyprus but a lovely service, followed
by a buffet lunch, was held at the Anglican
Emmanuel
Church
in
Chesham where David has been a
member for many years and more
recently Karen has attended too.
A very happy day for them both and
for their family and friends.

THINKING LUNCH
12.30pm to 1.30pm on Thursday 1st
November 2018
At: Marlborough Road Methodist
Church, St Albans AL1 3XG
Dr Nicolas Small
Chair, Board GP Hertsmere
NHS Herts Valleys Clinical Commissioning Group
The NHS: 70 years old.
Health and Social Care in Hertfordshire and Beyond
Tea / Coffee / Squash provided, bring your own sandwiches.

If you want to know more, please speak to Helen,
Chris, Alun or Elizabeth, or any member of the
choir.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS ANGEL
You’ll be please to know that
‘Operation Christmas Angel’ will once
again be happening this year!
Our distribution of these woolly angels with messages of Hope, Love
and Joy has been much appreciated
by those who have found them in the
town centre and the Quadrant over
the last two Christmases – so it’s time
to get those knitting needles out again!
Copies of the knitting pattern will be on the table at
the back of the church or you can download it from
www.christmasangel.net
Please aim to hand your angels in by the end of November as tags have to be attached before they are
‘yarn bombed’ around town for people in the community to find. Recipients will be able to engage with us
via Twitter or Facebook upon finding their angel.

Half an hour talk and then discussion. Donations to cover expenses - any profits will be given to a charity of the
speaker’s choice

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB

HELP REQUIRED

Tuesdays : 20th November

We are still looking for someone to “adopt” the planters
at the front door, of the church. which Eileen Sinden has
looked after lovingly for many years. If you are willing to
take on this relatively small but important job, please let
me know.

11th December

Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

Lesley King
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB
Our next Book Club meeting will take place on Monday
14th January 2019 at 7.30pm in the Upper Room – plenty
of time then to read our new choice of book ‘The Alchemist’ by Paulo Coelho.
Here are extracts from a couple of reviews about the
book to whet your appetite.
‘Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical
story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy
who yearns to travel in
search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him
to riches far different—and
far more satisfying—than
he ever imagined.

Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential
wisdom of listening to our
hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to
read the omens strewn
along life's path, and, most
importantly, to follow our
dreams.’
‘The story has the comic charm, dramatic tension and
psychological intensity of a fairy tale, but it's full of specific
wisdom as well, about becoming self-empowered, overcoming depression, and believing in dreams.’
It has been really enjoyable to get together and share our
ideas about the books over the last year or so – so please
come and join us – the more the merrier!
If you haven’t been to a book club meeting before and
you would like to come along, you can order a copy of the
book online new or used – or order it through a local
bookshop. Take time to enjoy reading it and then come
along for a cuppa and a chat and a discussion on the
book. The meeting is usually about an hour long.

CAROL SERVICE SUNDAY 16th
DECEMBER 6.30pm
Come and join in as our choir leads this celebration of Christmas, with carols and readings. Plenty of opportunity to sing those familiar songs that you remember so well.
Refreshments afterwards.

HOMEWOOD ROAD & TRINITY
STROLLERS
The Strollers on the Oxfam Walk for Water at Heartwood Forest and Nomansland Common, returning via
St Leonard's, Sandridge. Thanks go
to Hilary Tyrrell and
Philip Nixon (of
Trinity) and team of
Oxfam supporters
for excellent organisation.

If you are planning to come, could you please indicate on
the sign-up sheet at the back of the church so we have an
idea of numbers.

FREE CHURCH SERVICE

Helen Griffiths

You are invited to attend a
Free Church Service in the

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Lady Chapel :

Led by Rev John Hardaker

Wed 7th November 11.00am

Wednesdays 28th November, 5,12 & 19th
December at 2.30pm, at Homewood Road

The Reverend Simon ManleyCooper, Honorary Chaplain, Staff & Volunteers,
St Albans Cathedral

A chance to meet,
discuss, reflect and
spend some time together.

Wed 5th December 11.00am

All welcome.

The Reverend Abi Thompson, Sub Dean,
St Albans Cathedral
Services are followed by a fellowship lunch in
the Abbots Kitchen and all are welcome
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EMMA SMILLIE’S TRIP TO UGANDA
I have arrived back from an adventure that I will never forget. I am so grateful that you supported me on my journey to Uganda, gave me donations and in general were
amazing to come to talk to. Here follows a few more details
about what we did and what we achieved as a group of
guides out there in Uganda.
We arrived in Heathrow airport on Wednesday evening
15th August ready to see what Uganda had in store for us.
As a group we had only met 3 or 4 times and so we didn’t
really know each other very well but still ,with the girls that I
had met ,I was ready to take on this adventure.
Once we had arrived in Uganda and got through the immigration we travelled to the hotel and before we knew it, the
first day in Uganda had ended.
On the first full day in Uganda we visited Ebenezer Secondary School, which was on the outskirts of Mitayana, which
is where we spent the first part of the trip. We were welcomed with many forms of arts and standing with the tradition of the school we were introduced to the National Anthem and the school anthem. As they introduced us to their dance which we were welcomed to have a go atsome of us were better than others,- we had to introduce them to British “dancing” for which we used the hokeycokey. There was a lot of laughter during this. Then we started a demonstration of First Aid, which included what
to do if someone was choking, unresponsive, not breathing and bleeding. This demonstration was educational to
both participants and students alike. After having lunch, we were then able to have a tour of the school led by the
headteacher. We were shown the dorm, for a lot of us this was the most poignant part. The kids who boarded
slept in bunk beds with three per wall, in complete darkness and with small distance between bunk beds. This is
unfortunate to see, but makes you think more when you realise in some senses, these were the lucky kids in
Mitayana because at they were at least given an education and a place to sleep. We then were able to teach
some classes including, English, Maths, Biology and Art. These were interesting but also incredibly hard, teachers I have every respect for you. We then went to Wycliffe’s (our guide) friend’s farm which grew pineapples and
then were able pick pineapples. They were all named within minutes and eaten 20 minutes after picking!
On the second day, we started the toilet block in the primary school, this was originally planned to be a toilet
block for girls but since the other toilet block was almost full they will be used by both boys and girls, students
and teachers and so it was important we did it right. During the day we brick threw, which of course was accompanied with songs, painted, did water runs (which is something that people would have to do daily) and created
cement. This was all tiring work but with the guidance we received from builders, we made a good start on the toilet and
managed to paint the entirety of the outside of the school. We
also met some of the children from the school who lived locally who visited us. We introduced them to bubbles. They
were fascinated. After a long day’s work and covered in lots
of brick dust, cement and paint we arrived back at the hotel
where there was a brass band, so we stayed and watched,
then somehow, we were invited to a Ugandan Wedding. This
was such a big party, but we didn’t quite fit in, so we left and
had dinner.
We used Sunday as well needed rest day and visited Wycliffe’s house. Wycliffe grew up in Uganda and was orphaned
as a child. He then was sponsored through Education but
dropped out as he was about to finish A levels. Our leaders in
England sponsored him to finish them and then through University. He then lived in England and now has a business in Uganda where he shows people some of the life in
Africa but is constantly working to improving life, for example now he is trying to get a project going where he can
employ the young unemployed and begin to install pavement on the road, both benefiting the individuals that are
employed and the village. He is also trying to change the gender prejudice in the country by teaching feminism,
which is such important work. He is a truly inspirational man and it was a pleasure to meet him.

On Monday we went back to the primary school to receive the best welcome that I’ve ever received. We played
many games and got to know the kids better. We brought out the hokey- cokey again and taught them things
such as the Grand Old Duke of York and Alice the Camel. We also donated balls and parachutes and introduced
them to that. (cont’d over)
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This was an amazing experience. We got so many smiles and hugs, but also some of the older girls talking to us
and seeing what their lives were like. We donated the football kit and got pictures with the new team and it’s
amazing what something as simple as kits can do for morale out there. We also visited a self-sustaining farm
which kept going. It was amazing to see. We then taught a lesson and managed to teach them songs and
games, such as “Simon Says,” “Fruit Salad “and songs such as “London’s Burning”. This was again hard but
rewarding.
On Tuesday we were able to finish the project. We nearly finished bricking the entire toilet block and managed finish painting the entire classrooms. This made the classrooms seem much more lifelike. Unfortunately, this was our last day at the primary school, so we said goodbye to the
teachers and donated the summer dresses and other bits and bobs. It
was an amazing place and I loved going there.
On Wednesday we went to say Farewell to Ebenezer school and we
then watched their assembly where there was lots of singing and farewell dancing, which we were dragged up to join in. This was so much fun
we created a community together and this was unmissable. We gave
over our donations and taught them Edelweiss. We then learnt how to
weave, this was incredibly complex, and this was not my best skill, but
nevertheless, I loved learning it, especially since it is people’s lifestyle
out there. We were taking a walk in the village to the lake and saw firsthand some of the poverty people lived in and it was quite humbling.
The next day we travelled to Kampala, which although in a different
country, was something we were more used to due to the city set up. We
even ate at a Ugandan fast food restaurant which was a new experience
for everyone. We then went to an African museum and learnt so much
about the history. This included how Uganda is divided into different
tribes, but in these tribes, there are groups named after animals and you have to protect these animals, hence
you are not allowed to eat them. This tradition continues today and is to stop any inbreeding since you are not
allowed to marry anyone from your group or the group of your parents. This was a new concept to a lot of us and
although it took little bit of time to understand we were all really interested in what happened and why.
We then travelled up to have a safari at Murchison falls, this took a long day of travelling. But we stopped at a
rhino sanctuary where we were incredibly lucky to see 6 rhinos when the guards were only expecting for us to
see one of two. These rhinos are white rhino and the name arrives from the word wide being misunderstood, as
the white rhino have wide mouths, nothing is white about them. This sanctuary is working to reinstate the rhino
into Uganda, and originally started with rhino from Kenya and America with the first child being named Obama,
which we found amusing. This was an unforgettable experience, especially being able to get so close to a magnificent animal. On the next day we woke up at 5 am to go on the safari and we were greeted with a lovely sunrise over the river Nile. This was a brilliant way to start the day. We then went on a game drive and saw some
incredible animals which it was amazing to see in front of us rather than through a screen. These included: Elephants, Hyenas, Giraffes, Buffalo and Warthogs and many birds. After having lunch, we went on a boat and
went right up to the falls. We saw hippos and crocodiles and saw the amazing falls.
On the Sunday we had to say goodbye to the safari park, so we went to the top of the falls and saw the waterfall
from a different angle. It was amazing to see something so powerful up close, but it was also calming to see
something like this, especially since it was natural. We then travelled back to Kampala and stayed in the Hotel
and got ready to go to Guide Camp, although it is fair to say that nobody at this moment had an idea what we
were going to be faced with a camp.
Camp was an incredible experience, we got to see eye to eye with many girls that are in the same organisation
that brought the 15 of us together. We were greeted with birthday celebrations for a girl in our group with Happy
Birthday with many reprises, I don’t think any of us thought happy birthday had that many verses. We then went
to the “sessions” where the kids were taught about quite adult topics, including rape, alcohol, violence. They were interesting, if not a
bit blunt; my favourite was a session of guiding history, which was
interesting, and I learnt a lot.
We even learnt songs that they used to introduce each other. This
is something I loved. After an amazing camp lunch, we got ready
in our paint covered clothes which made us ready for challenge
valley. This was a blindfolded assault course, which made us get
extremely muddy. EXTREMELY MUDDY! Those clothes were difficult to get home.
When we got back to camp it was dark and with no showers, it was
a stressful situation. But we all pulled together and got through it
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together .It was a team building experience. And I’m incredibly glad that I did. We went to a camp fire and the
sunset on a last night in Uganda.
Woken up at 6 am for the girls’ morning run, we were all a bit confused. We walked around the camp and went
to flag up where we received a Ugandan Necker each, which was such an amazing gift and we were all grateful.
We then made our way to the airport and travelled home.
This trip was unforgettable, I loved
it so much. I have pushed myself
completely out of my comfort zone
and have met the most amazing
people. I have seen the realities of
the world and it’s made me more
aware about what happens and
just how lucky I am to have been
born here and not out in Africa. I
hope I will never forget this experience and I hope that I can keep in
touch with the amazing people I
went out there with. It just leaves
me to thank everyone who donated; this trip would not have been
possible without you supporting
me. Thank you for giving me the
experience to see something I
think everyone needs to see.
Best Wishes
Until Next Time,

Emma Smillie

A PRAYER FOR ADVENT

In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in unity,
that our praise and worship
might echo in these walls
and also through our lives.
In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in mission,
that the hope within
might be the song we sing,
and the melody of our lives.
In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in service,
that the path we follow
might lead us from a stable
to a glimpse of eternity.

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent.htm#ixzz5UMgHx6GW
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In September we celebrated Harvest together and in October we had lots of fun hearing all about camels squeezing through the eyes of needles!
Coming up in November we’ll be thinking a little bit about giving so please do come and join us for lots
of crafts, messy activities, music and food!
There will be no more@4 in December
Forest Church
October saw us exploring the darkening evenings and the night’s drawing in as the weather gets colder,
and where we can find our God in this gathering gloom. In November we’ll be celebrating Jesus as our
light in the darkness with torches, candles and a campfire and marshmallows at the end.
There will be no Forest Church in December.
Children’s Church continues to meet during the main service. Come along and join us for prayers,
games, crafts and lots more.
Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet every Sunday apart from the second of the month between 6.007.30pm. As usual we will have games, challenges, discussions and lots of food.
We will also be continuing our Sunday Morning Youth session on the 2 nd Sunday of the month during
the main service.
Special Services
There will be Family Services on;
Sunday 18th November Sunday 9

th

December -

Monday 24th December th

Tuesday 25 December -

Family Service
Advent Family Service (followed by bring & share lunch)

Crib Service, 4pm
Christmas Day Family Service

Christmas Fun Morning
Following on from the success of our Summer Fun Mornings we’ll be running a Christmas Fun Morning
on Saturday 22nd December. We’ll have loads of Christmas themed crafts, messy activities and there
will be a lunch available. These mornings are free to children 0-11 and their parents and carers. Please
come along and spread the word to other people that might be able to join us.
Happy Birthday
We wish many happy returns to;
Peta on 9th November
Tamara on 14th November

Sarah Green
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During Advent this year you might like to try making your own nativity figures to help you get ready for Christmas
Below are some you can cut out, colour and then stand up from Made By Joel on the internet.
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In November, we collect for the Bible
Society. The Bible Society’s distribution network takes the Bible to places it
might otherwise be hard to come by,
improving literacy by empowering people to read, using the Book as a reference.
The charity also works to affirm the
place of the Bible in society, challenging ill-informed
thinking and demonstrating that the Bible can be a
force for positive change in today’s world.
A significant proportion of international work focuses
on three areas which all have different needs and
challenges and where Christianity is growing fast: China, Africa and the Middle East.
For example, in China today, you will find churches so
full their congregants spill out on the pavement. Those
in rural areas often walk for hours just to attend a service, while more and more city-dwellers can be found
in churches – both underground and state-run – on a
Sunday morning.
What’s more, copies of the Bible – once a banned
book in China – are now within reach through local
churches and specially-licensed bookshops.
It’s a remarkable story. And the Bible Society has
been at the heart of it. Over decades, through working
with the registered Church, with the blessing of the
government, it has carved out a unique ministry in China. In 1987, in response to requests from Chinese
church leaders, the Society helped to establish the
Amity Printing Company. In 2008, it moved to larger,
upgraded facility, the size of 12 football pitches and
with the capacity to print 20 million Bibles a year. It’s
now the world’s biggest Bible printing factory.
In December, we support the SW Herts branch of the
Samaritans.
SW Herts branch is part of the national Samaritans
movement and serves five boroughs (Watford, St Albans, Hertsmere, Three Rivers and Dacorum) with a
combined population of around 500,000.
By reaching out it is able to raise awareness, provide
basic support, fundraise, and last but not least - show
friendly faces to (potential) callers.
The branch works intensively with the youngest
ones. Through Assembly talks and interactive workshops, designed for Primary and Secondary
schools, SW Herts Samaritans have been able to talk
to hundreds of pupils. Besides raising awareness,
they also promote emotional wellbeing and explain
that talking helps.
Some of the train stations in the area are among the
busiest in the county. The branch works closely with
local train station staff as part of a joint project
with Network Rail to help reduce suicides on the railways. Its volunteers can be seen during regular
awareness raising campaigns at Watford Junction, St
Albans, Borehamwood & Elstree, Hemel Hempstead,
Berkhamsted and Tring stations. It also provides support when there is an incident at a station.
The statistics say that prisoners are six times more
likely to take their lives than an average person in the
UK. Under
the
listener
scheme , Listeners.
(themselves prisoners) are trained and supported by
Samaritans, using the same guidelines, to listen in

complete confidence to their fellow prisoners in times of
despair. As well as recruiting and training Listeners, a
team of Samaritan volunteers visit HMP The Mount in
Bovingdon for support meetings.
Together with volunteers from other branches, SW
Herts volunteers talk to friends and family members at
the Prison visitors' Centre in HMP The Mount. This very
well complements the listening service established in
the prison.
With its Freephone number (116 123) email and text
service, SW Herts Samaritans are there for everyone
when other helplines are closed. They are there 24/7,
every day of the year.
At Christmas, we support two familiar charities working
locally to support the homeless- Emmaus and Open
Door.
Emmaus St Albans is a homelessness charity providing
more than just a bed for the night to people who have
experienced homelessness and social exclusion.
It provides a home for as long as someone needs it and
meaningful work in its social enterprise. Living in a stable environment with the opportunity to work helps companions, as residents are known, to regain lost selfesteem and the confidence to get back on their feet.
Like any flourishing community, Emmaus is most successful when everyone makes a contribution. For the
charity, that means volunteering together in the social
enterprise, to generate funds needed to support the
community and the companions that call it home.
In return, companions are expected to volunteer 40
hours per week, or as much as they are able to, in the
charity's social enterprise. They are required to sign off
all benefits with the exception of housing benefit, which
is claimed to help support the community. The ultimate
goal is for each community to become self-sufficient,
supporting itself with the revenue it generates through
its businesses.
The Emmaus model has a huge impact on restoring
confidence and self-respect, as companions take responsibility for keeping their community going and work
hard to support themselves and others.
Emmaus is not about giving hand-outs, it’s about providing people with the tools to help themselves. This approach has been proven to produce long-term, sustainable results. For the many people who have been stuck
in a cycle of homelessness, Emmaus provides the
space and support they need to take stock of their lives
and make positive changes for the future.

The Open Door Homelessness Service is a night shelter and daytime drop-in for vulnerable people in St Albans. The service provides accommodation to up to 12
people each night, and provides them with a hot meal.
The night shelter is supported by the work of the Open
Door Charity, a local charity, run by volunteers. Their
vision is to make sure people do not have to turn to
sleeping rough in St Albans. Staff provide resettlement
support and signposting to benefits advice, health and
specialist services.
At a time of the year when so many people appear to be
celebrating with their families, charities working with the
homeless play a particularly crucial role., and our contributions are greatly appreciated.
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Morning Worship 10.30am Evening Worship 6.30pm (as stated)
Children’s Church: Meets at the same time as Morning Worship, allowing children to attend
church with their parents.
More@4 and Forest Church: 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month respectively
MORNING
November
4th Worship Group
(Holy Communion led by Rev Ann Jack)
11th

Rev John Hardaker
(Remembrance - followed by Church Meeting)

18th Sarah Green & Worship Group
(Family service)
25th

Stephen de Silva

December
2nd Rev John Hardaker
(Kirk Service - includes Holy Communion)
9th

Sarah Green & Worship Group
( Christmas Family Service, followed by bring & share lunch)

16th

Martyn Macphee

23rd Rev John Steele
25th Sarah Green & Worship Group
(Christmas morning Family service)
30th Bob Little
EVENING
November
4th

The Elders - Richard Lovett

18th Rev John Steele - Holy Communion
December
2nd

CTM Advent service, St Saviour’s. 6.00pm

16th

Choir Carol Service

24th

Rev John Hardaker & Worship Group 11.30pm
(Christmas Eve Service )

.
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