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A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW
Dear friends,
I do hope you have all had a restorative and relaxing
summer! The Clark family certainly enjoyed the opportunity to spend more time together, both at home and
away. Very soon it is back to school and back to
‘routine’ and the pace of life shifts somewhat.

If summer was a time to relax, then autumn, certainly in
church circles, is a time of activity! Homewood Road
will be buzzing with opportunities to come together as a
community to dance, sing, learn, study and celebrate.
You’ll find news of several of these opportunities in this
edition of the Homewood Herald.

SAVE THE CHILDREN LAUNCHES RESCUE SHIP
The charity Save the Children has launched a new
search and rescue ship in the Mediterranean in a bid
to stop refugees drowning. The new vessel will be operated by Save the Children and will work with the Italian coastguard, which co-ordinates the international
rescue work.

In a world where there is increasing pressure on communities to find areas of commonality amidst various
man-made divisions, as followers of Jesus we become
hosts of an open community, willing to invite and embrace others. It is our hope that Sept – December will
be a ‘Season of Invitation’ – a time when we can invite
others to share in the life of our Christian community.

Helle Thorning-Schmidt, chief executive officer of Save
the Children International, said: “The root causes are
complex and many, but our response is simple: we
must stop children drowning. European states must
support Italy with search-and-rescue operations. Saving lives – not border control – should be everyone’s
priority. The Mediterranean Sea cannot continue to be
a mass unmarked grave for children.” She added: “We
have taken this decision to intervene at sea because
we are convinced that, despite the extraordinary work
already done by authorities and aid agencies, our initiative will make a valuable contribution to search-andrescue operations in order to save lives.”

As Jesus moved around in the communities he frequented, he was often known to initiate a dinner party, a
house meeting, an outdoor gathering or speech in the
temple. For him, gathering together was the way to
learn, share and live life. We follow his example 2000
years on

More than 3,000 people have drowned in the Mediterranean so far this year, a death toll which is more than
40 per cent higher than the same period last year. The
vast majority of people have drowned between North
Africa and Italy.

I hope to have the opportunity to share with you very
soon!
Every blessing
Andrew

THURSDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
Each Thursday afternoon at Homewood Road, a small
group gather together to engage in some biblical reflection, prayer and discussion. We begin at 1.30pm
with a cup of tea and a chat. We then begin our study
at 2.00pm, and before our summer recess, began to
make our way through a study guide called ‘We Make
the Road by Walking’ by Brian McLaren. This is a
year long cycle of readings, but each stands
alone. We begin reading
the chosen bible passages, listen to Brian’s devotional thoughts, and then
engaged in discussion on
the topic…often putting the
world to rights as we go.
We finish at 3.00pm.
Our sessions begin again
on Thursday 8th September at 1.30pm.
You
would be most welcome to
join us!

The Save the Children ship will be based at the Italian
port Catania and can search for and pick up 300 people at a time. The vessel will be fitted with two smaller
inflatable boats operated by specialist crews. They will
carry out the rescue operations, saving people either
from capsized boats or from the sea .They will then
transfer people to the main vessel, where Save the
Children’s specialist teams will be on hand to provide
food and water, safe spaces for children and medical
facilities. There will also be translators and mediators
to ensure staff understand people’s needs and can
communicate with them effectively and compassionately. The vessel will take people to a safe port in Italy.
Save the Children’s onboard team will use the charity’s
existing links and response work in Italy to ensure children receive the support they need. So far this year,
twice the number of unaccompanied children have
made the perilous crossing to Italy compared to the
same period last year. Ninety per cent of children who
have landed on Italian shores in 2016 have done so
without their parents.
Save the Children is the second humanitarian organisation to launch vessels in the sea. Medecins Sans
Frontieres currently operates a number of ships. The
Save the Children ship will cost £8 million over the
next 15 months and the charity has launched an initial
appeal to raise £1 million.

Andrew
Source: The National
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REMINDER --HARVEST SUPPER BARN
DANCE
Date:

17th September 2016

Time:

7.00 pm to 10.30 pm

Venue:

Homewood Road Church hall

Music:

The Ivel Valley Band and Caller

Food:

Chicken and chips or Vegetarian option

Cost:
(under 16)

Adult - £10.00 pp/ Child - £5.00 pp

Profit:

Donated to Food Bank, St Albans

Evening will include raffle and “guess the weight”
Please bring your own drinks and glasses.
Tickets from Sue Gray and Linda Lovett, or add your
name to list at back of church.

You are invited to attend a Free Church
Service in the Lady Chapel on the
dates shown below:

September: Please note that there will be No Free
Church Service in the Cathedral on the first Wednesday
in September 2016.
Wednesday 5th October 2016 at 11a.m. Preacher:
The Reverend Simon Carver, Baptist Minister, Dagnall
Street Baptist Church, St Albans.


The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch

Wednesday 2nd November 2016 at 11a.m. Preacher:
The Reverend Dr. Nick Brindley, URC Minister at Potters
Bar United Reformed Church. {Ed. Nick is the Interim Moderator of the St Albans URC Cluster}



The service is followed by a Fellowship Lunch

Other Services – Please view the Cathedral Website:
www.stalbanscathedral.org.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays - 20th September , 18th October
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome

HOMEWOOD ROAD URC BOOK CLUB
Advance notice!
Our next book club takes place on Monday 7th November at 7.15pm in the Upper Room. The idea of
the book club is simple: you take the time to enjoy
reading the chosen book for the upcoming meeting,
and then come along for a cuppa and some discussion on the book. The meeting is no more than an
hour long.
For the next meeting, our chosen
book is ‘How to Be
a Bad Christian’ by
Dave Tomlinson.
The book is a brilliant reflection on
his journey of ministry in the Holloway area of London and the conclusions it has led
him to with regards
to how his faith
works in the 21st
century. There will
be things that will
make you go ‘ahha!’, ‘hmm’, ‘wow’,
and even ‘eh?!’
Well worth the
read.

The book is available from all good bookshops. Our
own Waterstones bookshop in St Albans often carries
a copy of this book, but they’d also be able to order it
for you. You can also get it (possibly a little cheaper)
online. Even if you can’t come along to the book club
meeting, this book is worth the read. If you hope to
come, please let Andrew know so that we have an
idea of numbers.

3

ALPHA COURSE TASTER SESSIONS
Try these four sessions from the popular Alpha Course:
26th September

Who is Jesus?

3rd October
10th October
17th October

Why did Jesus die?
How can I have faith?
How does God guide us?

SESSION TIMINGS:
‘Bring and share’ supper at 7pm.

a 30 minute talk DVD at 7.40pm.
Discussion groups at 8.15pm
Sessions will end by 9pm.
Alpha is a great way to ‘brush up’ on the basics of Christian faith, and
gives great opportunity for discussion, eating together, and to get to
know each other better. If you’d like to be a part of these sessions,
simply let Andrew know on:
andrewclark@minister.com or 07980109460.
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN OF ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL

TAPS RUN DRY FOR 2 MILLION PEOPLE
AS FIGHTING INTENSIFIES IN ALEPPO

Dear Friends

9 August 2016 – Two million people in Aleppo are
left with no access to running water through the public network, as escalation of attacks and fighting
damaged electricity networks essential to pump water supplies throughout the city.

We have received wonderful news from the Heritage
Lottery Fund. They have approved our round 2 application for Alban, Britain's First Saint: Telling the Whole
Story with a grant of £4m – and in doing so have given
the project the green light to go forward and be realised!
The Fund exists to make more people aware of the riches of our national heritage, and St Albans richly deserves to be far better known as the oldest Christian site
in Britain, with a uniquely long and rich history to tell.
With this grant, and with the match funding that has so
generously been given by trusts and by over a thousand individuals, we shall create a beautiful new welcome centre, a new reception centre for schoolchildren,
a new exhibition area, and a new adult study centre and
library. We shall also be able to present the Cathedral’s
treasures in a much more attractive way, which includes
illuminating the medieval wall paintings and rebuilding
the ruined medieval shrine of St Amphibalus. Working
with the City’s own Museum project and visitor strategy,
we shall make St Albans a first-choice destination for
tourists and pilgrims alike.
This is exciting news to share with our closest friends,
and I thank you for your part in making it possible. We
look forward to sharing more as the project develops,
but for now let us enjoy this moment.
With every blessing
Jeffrey
The Very Reverend Dr. Jeffrey John,
Dean,
St Albans Cathedral.
PS Do sign up to our blog for all the latest
news: www.albanbritainsfirstsaint.wordpress.com

RUNNING FOR CANCER RESEARCH
Alex Fraser, Ray and Gill’s youngest son, is running the
Richmond Half - Marathon on Sunday the 18th September, in aid of Cancer Research, and is seeking sponsors. He has set up a Just Giving page at
http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/
Alex-Fraser88
Ray and Gill would also obviously be willing to collect
donations on his behalf. The event is the day after Gill’s
birthday and she hopes to be well enough to go and
cheer him on!

END OF SUMMERTIME
Remember that the clocks go back at 2.00am on Sunday 30 October. An extra hour in bed before church!

On 31 July attacks struck the electricity transmission
station which powered water pumping to the eastern
and western parts of the city. Authorities were able to
urgently restore an alternative power line on 4 August and the city’s water system was functioning
again. But in less than 24 hours, the intensification in
fighting had damaged these lines, hampering all repair efforts. As a result, the whole city has been without
running
water
for
four
days.

“Children and families in Aleppo are facing a catastrophic situation. These cuts are coming amid a
heat wave, putting children at a grave risk of waterborne diseases,” said Hanaa Singer, Unicef Representative in Syria. “Getting clean water running again
cannot wait for the fighting to stop. Children’s lives
are in serious danger.’
Unicef with partners are scaling up the emergency
response to bring safe drinking water to civilians in
the city. However, urgent repairs to electricity infrastructure are critical as pumping water is the only
way to meet the needs of the city’s two million residents. Unless water pumping is restored in the coming days civilians will be forced to resort to unsafe
water sources
“We urge parties to the conflict to immediately allow
safe access for technicians to conduct critical repairs
to the electricity and water systems. This is the only
way people all over the city can have safe drinking
water. Civilian infrastructure like electricity and water
pumping stations must never be attacked,” said Singer
Unicef, with its partners, is trucking emergency drinking water daily to an estimated 325,000 per day of
the most vulnerable people in the western part of the
city, including families displaced by recent fighting.
In the eastern parts of Aleppo, up to 300,000 people
– over a third of them children - are relying on water
from wells, which is potentially contaminated by faecal matter and unsafe to drink. Unicef and partners
continue to seek access to east Aleppo city, to resume urgent repairs to water pipes and other infrastructure, to complete the installation and equipping
of wells, and increase water storage capacity, as well
as deliver emergency water trucking where necessary. Source: Unicef website
Ed : something for us to think and pray about?
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS 2017

ROTAS
As we come back from our summer breaks, long or short,
our minds start turning towards the final quarter of the
year – and with that, comes the realisation that it’s time to
start constructing all the various Homewood Road rotas
for 2017 – those rotas that make our church function so
effectively.
In the past few years, we have, for various reasons ”lost”
a few helpers and it would be helpful to have a few more
offers of help. The more we get, the less burden falls on
any individual – and you can always swap duties if you
are allocated one that isn’t convenient for you.
So, if you are willing to be added to the rotas for:

On the next page, you’ll see information about the forthcoming monthly retiring collections. In November each
year, the Elders agree the schedule of charities for Homewood Road to support through retiring collections during
the next calendar year. Over the years, people have suggested various charities, and a number of changes have
been made, but it is fair to say that we have been supporting many of them for quite a number of years.
As we prepare for 2017, we’d welcome your thoughts on
any charities you think we might support that are not currently on our schedule. We obviously wouldn’t want to
change too many at once, but having a number of suggestions in hand would be very helpful.



Welcoming



Bible reading

As a reminder, here is the full list of charities that we are
supporting in 2016:



Coin counting

Embrace the Middle East



Distribution of church flowers

The Bereavement Network, St Albans

please let me know, and if possible, copy in Nigel Whittle
(nigelw79@hotmail.com), since he kindly constructs the
rotas.
If you are willing to be added to the rota for Sunday morning
coffee,
please
tell
Pauline
Blacket
(paulineblacket@outlook.com).

We recognise, too, that some people may feel that they
are no longer able to take on these tasks; if anyone would
prefer to be taken off any of the rotas, it would be helpful
to know as soon as possible.
Lesley King

Breadline – containers for Africa
MENCAP - local branch
Water–Aid
Herts Air Ambulance
Tools for Self-Reliance and Teaching Aids at Low Cost

MIND ––local branch and Trinity URC Community Centre
Action for Children
Remap (South Herts )
Bible Society

The URC's General Assembly
met from 8 to 11 July to celebrate, discuss, and make decisions on the life and work of the
URC .
Full details of the areas considered can be found on the URC’s
website, www.urc.org.uk. Among its decisions, the General Assembly voted in favour of allowing its local
churches to conduct and register marriages for samesex couples. Assembly voted in favour of the resolution
by 240 votes to 21 votes. United Reformed churches in
England and Wales wishing to register their buildings
for the marriage of same-sex couples are now able to
start that process immediately.
Speaking of the process , the Revd John Proctor, General Secretary of the URC said on 9 July: ‘Today the
URC has made an important decision – at which some
will rejoice and with which others will be uncomfortable.
Those of our churches who now wish to offer full marriage services to same-sex couples are free to do just
that – and those churches who do not wish to are not
compelled to. All are part of this denomination. This has
been a sensitive issue for many in our churches. It has
been important to take our time over the decision process, and to listen as carefully as we can to one another along the way.’

The Samaritans (South West Herts)
Christmas

Emmaus
Open Door

9 Local, 1 National, 6 International
If you have any suggestions, please let me know, preferably by email or hard copy; I don’t guarantee to remember
everything mentioned to me on a Sunday morning! It is
always difficult to stop supporting something – but there
are so many worthwhile charities out there that we ought
perhaps to think about ringing the changes from time to
time.

BONS MOTS

A committee is a group of people
who individually can do nothing, but as a
group decide that nothing can be done.

Always remember you are unique,
just like everyone else.


If you can keep your head when all about you are
losing theirs, it’s quite possible that you haven’t
grasped the situation.



I don’t repeat gossip, so listen carefully.
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In September, we support Action for
Children (formerly NCH). Those of
you with long memories will remember
that, for many years, we did a door to
door collection on behalf of this charity,
Now we use the retiring collection to
support them.

Across the UK, hundreds of thousands of children
aren’t getting the care or opportunities they need.
Families are struggling, and children are neglected, ill
treated and abused. Young people face isolation and
often violence as they grow up.
Action for Children takes action to improve the
lives of these vulnerable children. They intervene early
to help to fix problems before children are overwhelmed, and when there are more serious concerns,
to make children safer and help them to thrive.
The charity has been helping children and young people for 145 years. From its earliest days, it has moved
with the times to adapt, to make children safer.
It has evolved in a number of ways. Today, it supports parents and parents-to-be, babies and preschool children. It helps young carers, disabled children and their families. It supports young people
through the most difficult times – in their families, in
care and as they become independent adults.
As well as supporting children, young people and families at all stages, the charity campaigns for change and
makes sure that vulnerable children and young people
are a priority for policy makers.
Like many national charities, Action for Children has a
number of celebrity Ambassadors– but it also recruits
and trains Young Ambassadors who have experience
of its services. The Young Ambassadors volunteer
some of their time to support the organisation, often
working alongside the charity’s Fundraising and
Events Teams. They regularly speak at conferences
and events, telling their stories and connecting supporters of the organisation with real firsthand experience of the work it does and its transformative impact.
The Young Ambassadors are also regularly involved in
recruiting staff and trustees, campaigning, and presenting film and media content.
Action for Children runs 650 services in local communities across the UK.

In October, we support REMAP South Herts
REMAP is a charity which makes free gadgets,
aids and devices for people both young and old who
have various disabilities. REMAP was formed in 1964
by Pat Johnson, an engineer working for ICI at their
Billingham plant .
REMAP steadily grew and now covers the whole of
the UK. Operating at a local level its 1500 volunteers
design and manufacture special one-off pieces of
equipment for people with disabilities where no suitable commercial product is available. The service is
available to all and no charge is made to the client. Over 3500 jobs are carried out each year on a
total budget of under £200,000. It is estimated that
since 1964 over 80,000 jobs have been completed.
REMAP operates through a number of local teams
known as “panels”. The South Herts panel covers an
area encompassing Watford, Elstree, St Albans, Hemel Hempstead and Tring .
REMAP use the skills of experienced mechanical,
electrical, electronic and computing professionals to
design and makes technical aids, devices and equipment for people of all ages and disabilities to use in
their homes, schools, play areas and the workplace.

These devices are custom built to meet the specific
mobility and communication needs of individuals and
to improve their quality of life. Devices range from simple household items to help someone with arthritis
through to complex electronic control systems.

Sometimes very simple things offer a considerable improvement. In the case above, a normal door lock was adapted to
allow a user with arthritis to use it more easily.
Apart from financial support, REMAP welcomes peo-

ple who can solve problems. Formal qualifications are
not required, if you can think innovatively and have
practical skills they can use you. They are looking for
solution finders, people willing to listen to clients and
solve their problems. - people with practical skills people who can make things work.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORK UPDATE
More@4
We’ve had lots of fun at More@4 over the last few months and after our break over the summer,
we will be restarting on Sunday, 11th September with a session that reminds us of our beach holidays – based on ‘seaside stories’ in the Bible.

On 9th October we are planning a session called ‘Light Party’ with lots of ideas and activities
which will turn the modern version of Halloween into something that brings children closer to
knowing Jesus as the Light of the World.
Children’s Church
Thank you to all the families and friends who joined us for the picnic and ‘Duck Race’ in
Wheathampstead on 26th June. Great fun was had by all - and this year the sun shone!

We also enjoyed a picnic with sports day events at the Wick after the service on 17th July. It was
a very relaxed, friendly and enjoyable lunchtime and we all agreed we should have events like
this more often after church on a Sunday. I must add that it has been more years than I care to
remember since I have taken part in a ‘Sack Race’!
During August we have had ‘Storytime sessions’ for children during the Morning Service.
Children’s Church will restart on 4th September and we will be focussing on discipleship
and the parables of Jesus.

In addition to this, there will be a ‘Back to Church Sunday’ Family Service on 25th September
and our Harvest Festival Service will take place on 2nd October.

Youth Group
Youth Group has continued to meet on Sunday evenings from 6.00 – 7.30pm for our older children with a combination of brilliant games, snacks and really interesting discussions.

We have had a break over the summer and will be restarting on Sunday 25 th September, 6 –
7.30pm. I would like to thank Jackie Bishop and Anna Barrett for their efforts and enthusiasm in
running this venture, which is really enjoyed and appreciated by the children. We are always
looking for extra helpers, so if you think you would like to get involved - please let me know.

Happy Birthday!
We wish many happy returns to:
Miles Osei on 8th September
Thos Osei on 15th September
Helen Griffiths

Our Harvest Festival will take place on 2nd October this year.
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‘Dear Lord, as we think of all the good things that we have,
Let us not forget people who are not as lucky as we are.
Those people whose crops fail and who do not have enough to eat.
Those people who are homeless and those who are constantly hungry.
Those who are suffering because of war, famine and drought.
We pray for them in Jesus’ name.
Amen’
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING
In the beginning there was nothing, and out of nothing you fashioned a universe so vast, so
unimaginable that we can only sigh with amazement when we stare upwards on a star-lit
night. And within this universe you positioned the earth and populated it, provided for it and
designed for it to be a place of beauty.
Creator God: Thank you
In the beginning there was just potential; the seed within the packet, soil’s nutrients, sunshine’s warmth, rain clouds gathering. And within the tiny seed all that is our daily bread encoded, primed and ready should it be planted and allowed to grow.
Creator God: Thank you
In the beginning there was humankind, placed within your garden, made steward, gardener
and caretaker of this place of beauty, given responsibilities and the capacity to enjoy. And
yet among the seeds we have sown have been weeds and crops of our own choosing,
which have not shown fruit or have spread and choked the earth.
Creator God: Forgive us

For summer's passing
and harvest home
A. WE THANK YOU
For autumn's splendour
and winter's chill
A. WE THANK YOU
For seed that has fallen
the promise of spring
A. WE THANK YOU
Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Autumn.htm#ixzz4GjgTr9Kl
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CALENDAR

10.30am

6.30 pm
(unless shown otherwise)

September
4th Martyn Macphee HC

No evening service

11th Andrew Clark

No evening service

Sat 17th 7.00pm Barn Dance
18th Bob Little

No evening service

25th Andrew Clark

The Elders – Richard Lovett

Family service – start of “Season of Invitation”
followed by “Bring & Share” lunch

October
2nd Meryl Court HC

3.00pm

Andrew Clark

Harvest

Service for Housebound

9th Andrew Clark

Ed Bird

16th Sarah Harris/Andrew Clark

Alun Hopkins HC

Parade. Cake stall afterwards
23rd Colin Williams

Kairos service - led by

One World Week

Trinity URC members

30th Stephen de Silva

Mike Findley
Mini - series 1

HC = Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King by Sunday 2nd October 2016 please
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