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Dear Friends,
It is a great joy for Jill and me to be in St Albans. We
have been made to feel so welcome and have been
met with such kindness and enthusiasm. It will take
some time to get around the Cluster and build relationships but it has been an excellent start.
I think Homewood Road is well placed to move forward, and see God do great things. I realise there
has been frustration in the past over deployment but
it heartens me to see that there is a real desire to
move on and build on the significant work already
taking place here. I am convinced God wants to grow
His church and come with an expectation of this happening. I believe this path to growth will open up before us but it may be challenging. One thing I have
found over the years is that growth brings very different concerns to a local church. Very rarely does the
Holy Spirit do what we expect and what looks like
mess and things falling apart are often signs of
health and new life.

INDUCTION OF JOHN HARDAKER
Saturday 28th July was a momentous and happy day for
the St Albans Cluster of URC churches as we welcomed
John, and Jill ,Hardaker into our midst. As the pictures
below show, the event was well attended, and we were
pleased to welcome the Synod Moderator, Rev Andrew
Prasad and our Interim Moderator, Rev James Fields,
along with many other guests.

I often use the illustration of having a baby. Such
family growth brings unspeakable joy but it often
feels like not enough sleep, constant chaos and our
familiar routines in complete disarray! Growth always
bring change and this is one area many church find
discomforting.
One subject I will be looking to explore and develop
right away is Prayer. This was the one thing I felt was
clear in my reflections as I prepared to take up the
role of Cluster minister. It will be small steps but
watch this space for more news on how we can grow
our prayer life and together seek God’s face.
I hope the rest of the summer is a great joy to you
(with perhaps a little rain, please!).

Yours in His service John.

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY
Is it a while since you came to church ours or any church?
Join us on Sunday 16th September at
10.30am as a new season of worship and
other activities gets under way.
The service will be followed by a “bring &
share” lunch - don’t worry if you haven’t
brought anything; there will be plenty and
you will be welcome.
If you can’t come that Sunday, come the
next one - or any other one; there will always be someone to greet you . And there
are activities for children during the service, so they can share in the message of
God’s love - and have fun too.
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HOUSE GROUPS
Share pray grow
Our Christian faith is not just
about Sunday morning…it is about how we
relate to God and to the world we live in every
day. To do that, we need to have opportunities
to explore our faith with other Christians who
will support us on the way.
A house group is now meeting on the first Thursday evening of each month. The September meeting will therefore
be on Thursday 6th, at the home of Helen Mooney. Please
sign the list if you would like to go. Each session is self
standing, and provides the opportunity for thoughtful consideration and discussion.
The group is about to embark on one of the very accessible York Courses, “Glimpses of God” - booklet available
at the back of the church.

POSTCARDS FOR SUDAN
Last collection – 30th September.
Since 2008 we have
been collecting postcards
for the Sudan Church
Association, together with
many
other
churches. This
activity
has
raised over ten thousand
pounds a year to support
the Episcopal Church of
South Sudan and Sudan, areas riven with strife and
unrest.
Unfortunately the inevitable ageing process sees the
retirement of Len Whittaker, the master mind behind
this initiative, and the last collection will be made at
the end of the year.
Thanks go to all who have contributed to the cupboard shoe box in the porch which will be emptied for
the last time at the end of September.
John Swade

THINKING LUNCH
12.30pm to 1.30pm on Thursday 6th
September 2018
At: Marlborough Road Methodist
Church, St Albans AL1 3XG
Matthew Forsyth, Churches and Volunteers Officer (London and the South
East),

Ed: -and our thanks
go to John for looking
after this for Homewood Road for so
long. If anyone knows
of a charity which still
collects
postcards,
please let me know.

All We Can - What needs to go: the 0.7% to overseas or the overseas development charities?
Tea / Coffee / Squash provided, bring your own sandwiches.
Half an hour talk and then discussion. Donations to cover expenses and any profits will be given to All We Can
(formerly Methodist Relief and Development)

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays : 18th September
16th October
Back Hall - 3.00pm
All welcome

BARN DANCE
SATURDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2018
HOMEWOOD ROAD CHURCH HALL
7.00 pm to 10.30 pm

QUOTE:
‘Cowardice asks the question ”Is it safe?”
Expediency asks the question “Is it politic?”

Tickets from Linda Lovett or Sue Gray.

Vanity asks the question “Is it popular?”
But conscience asks the question “ Is it right?”

And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but
one must take it because one’s conscience tells one
that it is right’
Martin Luther King
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HOMEWOOD ROAD BOOK CLUB
Our next book club meeting will take place on Monday 1st
October 2018 at 7.30pm at the home of Helen Griffiths
The book we have chosen is ‘The Book of Joy’ – is an
uplifting conversation between two of the world’s most
renowned spiritual leaders as they share their wisdom on
the subject of ‘joy’.
In April 2015, Archbishop Tutu travelled to the Dalai
Lama’s home in Dharamsala, India, to celebrate His Holiness’s eightieth birthday and to create this book as a gift
for others. They looked back on their long lives to answer
a single burning question: how do we find joy in the face
of life’s inevitable suffering?
They traded intimate stories, teased each other
continually, and shared
their spiritual practices.
By the end of a week
filled with laughter and
punctuated with tears,
these two global heroes
had stared into the abyss
and despair of our times
and revealed how to live
a life brimming with joy.
“The world is often a difficult place full of fear and
anger and suffering but it
is important to see that
love and joy also fill our
world.” (Desmond Tutu)
So, if you haven’t been to
a book club meeting before and you would like to join in,
you can order a copy of the book online new or used – or
order it through a local bookshop. Take time to enjoy
reading it and then come along for a cuppa and a chat
and a discussion on the book. The meeting is usually no
more than an hour long. Even if you can’t come along to
the book club, this book looks a good read.
If you are planning to come, would you please indicate on
the sign-up sheet at the back of the church or let Helen
Mooney or Helen Griffiths know, so we have an idea of
numbers.

CTSA PRAYER WALK
Sunday 16th September (Heritage Weekend)
Praying for the Churches & People of St Albans
Meet 2.00pm at St Alban & St Stephen Church,
Beaconsfield Road
2.05pm Prayer at Trinity URC
2.15pm Prayer at Marlborough Rd
Methodist Church
2.30pm Prayer at the Salvation Army
3.00pm Prayer at St Peter’s Church,
and Garden of Hope
3.30pm Prayer at Dagnall St Baptist Church
4.15pm Prayer at St Michael’s Church, followed
by refreshments in the Parish Centre
5.00pm Walk to St Albans Cathedral
5.30pm St Albans Cathedral- prayer
at the shrine of St Albans
6.30pm Evensong in the Cathedral Quire
Walk & pray for the whole route (2.8 miles) or
join in at any of the churches for one or more
stages.

FREE CHURCH SERVICE
HELP REQUIRED

You are invited to attend a

Judith Osei is no longer able to keep the photoboards in
the foyer up to date- would someone like to take this on,
please? It’s helpful if the person is able to take some
photos themselves, but others can help by providing
them also.

Free Church Service in the

And Eileen SInden, who has for many years looked after
the planters by the front door of the church has said that
she can no longer do so. We need a volunteer to adopt
the planters and take over their planting and maintenance, please.
If you can help with either of these tasks, please let me
know.
Our thanks go to Judith & Eileen for what they have
done for us.
Lesley King

Lady Chapel :
Wed 12th September 11.00am
The Reverend Colin Pye, Regional Minister, Central Baptist Association
Wed 3rd October 11.00am
The Reverend Canon Kevin Walton, Canon
Chancellor, St Albans Cathedral
Services are followed by a fellowship lunch in
The Abbots Kitchen and all are welcome
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THE HOMEWOOD & TRINITY STROLLERS’ “HISTORIC LONDON” WALK
‘Look Up’, we were advised as we eagerly gathered round to listen to Jonathan’s words of wisdom.
We started our walk in Green Park and our first stop was at one of the splendid gates to the park, shown in the
accompanying photograph. The 53 acres had been owned by Westminster Abbey until the dissolution, whereupon it was acquired by Henry V111. He appropriated land to sell off in order to fund wars and his naval exploits.
However he retained the parks for himself, probably for hunting, jousting and other pursuits.
Piccadilly is a marvellous area for looking at architecture and learning about the past. It is one of the two ancient
highways heading westwards out of London. Building in this part began at the Eastern end in the early 17th century when Robert Baker, who had made his fortune from the sale of pickadils (stiff collars), purchased lands to
the north of what is now Piccadilly Circus. Can you see how it got its name?
The Ritz occupies a vantage point here. It was built in 1906 for hotelier, Cesar Ritz, the son of a Swiss shepherd,
in a chateau style. Did you know that it was at the Ritz that Margaret Thatcher died?
Other names associated with Piccadilly are the Cavendish family, Lord Berkeley of Stratton and Devonshire family, among others. Piccadilly was built by the aristocracy to make money!
Our next stop was Burlington House, home of the Royal Academy, which used to be a nobleman’s palace in the
17th century, such is its opulence. The statue of Joshua Reynolds, the Academy’s first president and a renowned
portrait painter, which stands in the courtyard was adorned in a colourful garland as is the custom during the
Summer Exhibition, so our brilliant guide Jonathan dropped into his talk. He also pointed out the five schools of
learning which with the Royal Academy provide a cultural hub for the arts and sciences.
We were all very taken with our next highlight on the tour - The Albany. A beautiful Georgian house surrounded
by mews houses just across the road from Fortnum and Mason and Hatchards. Secretly I think we were all harbouring a desire to have a pied a terre right there …. off street parking too! In fact latterly the apartments in this
mansion were for bachelors only and in 1963 Edward Heath moved in. Another pearl of wisdom/gossip!
Saturday 9th June, the day of our walk, was the Trooping of the Colour, widely reported for the generational
group of Royals watching from the balcony of Buckingham Palace but I think we, our group, had an even better
view as the air display passed right overhead as we were standing looking at a building in Sackville Street. It
was hard for Jonathan to communicate with us as waves of impressive, powerful planes flew over culminating in
the Red Arrows. What a treat!
Passing along Brunton Street in Mayfair, appropriately named after the May Fair which took place annually from
1686 to 1764, Jonathan pointed out no 17, a private house where Queen Elizabeth 11 was born. We stopped for
picnic lunches in Berkeley Square built in 1652. Despite the popular romantic song written in 1939, there is no
evidence that a nightingale has ever sung in Berkeley Square…. we were reliably informed. Even so it is still a
little oasis in the centre of the metropolis.
The Church of the Immaculate Conception on Farm Street was well worth a look - a most beautiful facade and of
particular interest is the High Altar by Pugin. Although rewarded by a bride and groom and many fashionable
guests just leaving the church after the nuptials, it did mean that we couldn’t enter to see the altar. Ray and Helen M went back later, I believe, so ask them if you would like to know more.
Beautiful and staggeringly expensive mews house abound in this area, although it is rather a leveller to find out
they were originally the stables for the grand houses. We stopped to look at a real feast for the eyes on Curzon
Street- Crewe House - which is now the Saudi Arabian Embassy. Perhaps that says it all.
Our tour then took us past Heywood Hill, the vintage book
shop and on to Shepherd Market. This market was built in
the 18th century by Edward Shepherd and at one time
had a disreputable reputation. Now it is a centre for restaurants and shops and is a favourite haunt of the ’young
set’!
We finished this wonderful tour where we started, in
Green Park.- a little foot sore and weary but brimming with
newly acquired knowledge and perhaps rather stiff necks
from LOOKING UP!

A huge thank you to Jonathan for all his hard work and in
depth research which resulted in a brilliant day and of
course to Linda who made sure we were all where we
should be.
Where are we going next year?
Marion Allan
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AND FOR THE STROLLERS’ LATEST
VENTURE-Please join us for our next walk, THE OXFAM
WALK FOR WATER, on Saturday 29th September
2018
Meet: At The Scout Hut in Heartwood Forest, Sandridge, AL4, and enjoy a beautiful walk in the Hertfordshire countryside and also help to raise money for
OXFAM WATER PROJECTS all over the world.
Walkers may like to collect sponsorship money or
make a personal donation towards Oxfam’s water projects
See: www.oxfamstalbans.org for more information or
email the team on oxfamstalbans1@gmail.com
Coloured flyers are available on the table at the back of
the church.

Time: 10.00 am – booted and suited.
Distance: Walk at own pace following waymarked
routes of 3, 5, 8 or even 20 miles. We can decide when
we get there! Marshals will be directing us at key points
Please sign the list at the back of the church to
indicate if you are able to join the walk

COFFEE CLUB FUNDRAISING EVENTS
The Coffee Club has organised 2 Charity fundraising
events for Homestart this October.
Homestart is a Charity offering a range of support to
families who are struggling with the challenges and demands of being a parent - dealing with problems before
they become a crisis - helping to improve health and
well being and promoting better family relationships particularly through difficult times.
A bring and buy cake stall will take place on Sunday
October 21st 11-30am after the Church Parade Service.

The Charity Bridge Afternoon will be held on Tuesday October 30th 2-5pm in the Main Hall - details and
booking form from:

CHURCH LEADERS PEN OPEN LETTER
TO HOME SECRETARY CALLING FOR
END TO HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT
Twenty Church leaders have called for an end to
the hostile environment in an open letter to the
Sajid Javid MP, the Home Secretary.
The Revd Nigel Uden and Mr Derek Estill, United
Reformed Church General Assembly Moderators,
joined representatives from the Anglican, Catholic,
Church of Scotland and Methodist Churches, who
argue that the destitution deliberately inflicted by
the government is ‘inhumane’ and leads to racial
discrimination.
The hostile environment is a web of government
policies designed to make life so difficult for people,
who cannot prove they have the right to live in the
UK, that they choose to leave.
In the letter sent recently, the leaders urged Mr
Javid ‘to seize this opportunity and to adopt an approach to immigration that treats every individual,
whatever their status, with humanity, dignity, respect and fairness.’
In Glasgow up to 300 asylum seekers, who have
had their right to remain turned down, are under
threat of being evicted from their homes. Once
evicted they will lose their right to housing and will
be faced with homelessness and destitution. Housing charity Shelter Scotland has filed papers at Glasgow Sheriff Court to prevent two tenants being issued with so-called lock-change orders.
The issue will also be raised in the Court of Session in Edinburgh after a case was lodged by Govan Law Centre, which is also trying to prevent the
evictions by Serco – a contractor that provides public services.
Mr Estill and Mr Uden said: ‘It is deeply concerning
that 300 asylum seekers will soon be evicted from
their homes in Glasgow. Sadly, this is happening to
hundreds of asylum seekers up and down the
country. Many of those have already fled displacement, uncertainty, unimaginable terror, violence
and war. They have sought safety and tried to rebuild their lives in the UK and it is unacceptable
that this unnecessary hardship is being forced upon
them.’
Source: URC website

Pauline Blacket - paulineblacket@outlook.com 01727
857972
Thank you in advance for your
support

“Knowledge is knowing that a tomato
is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a
fruit salad”
Miles Kington
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In September, we support Action for
Children.
Action for Children gives children and
young people the practical and emotional support they need to help them thrive and build
the skills they need for adulthood. It supports teenage
mothers in vulnerable and difficult situations.
Action for Children also helps children to thrive when
they can't live with their parents It supports children
and young people in care with fostering, adoption and
residential care services, and helps them build happy,
healthy, independent futures for when they leave care.
It provides support for disabled children and their families and programmes to help young people who have
had a difficult start in life get into education, training
and employment.
Action for Children works with and supports young carers across the UK, providing practical and emotional
support to ensure they can develop and enjoy their
childhood as their peers can. It works in close partnership with schools, education welfare, children’s social
care services and GPs, helping to identify young carers, raise much-needed awareness of their situation,
and offering timely and appropriate support

The charity advocates on behalf of disabled children
and young people and is expert in communicating with
them. And it knows that children and young people get
the best out of life when they can express their needs
and views, and enables them to do that.
For more information about the detailed work of the
charity, visit www.actionforchildren.org.uk

In October, we support Rennie Grove Hospice Care,
the charity formed in 2011 incorporating Iain Rennie
Hospice at Home and Grove House.

Whether people come to the Information Centre or
Drop-In Session at Grove House soon after diagnosis or to the Hospice at Home service later in their
illness, Rennie Grove’s team of highly trained specialist staff will give advice and support tailored to
individual needs. Indeed, the needs and wishes of a
patient and his or her family are at the centre of everything Rennie Grove does. A full assessment of
physical, emotional and spiritual needs is carried
out, and the patient is encouraged to be fully involved in making choices about every aspect of
care.
Many patients say that being able to stay at home
with their families right to the end is very important to
them. All of Rennie Grove services aim to support
the achievement of that aim, and its 24/7 responsive
hospice at home service gives the patient and family
the peace of mind that support at home is there
whenever it is needed, night or day. Should symptoms suddenly worsen at any time, even at night,
Rennie Grove can visit and make patients comfortable, keeping them out of hospital and at home with
family.
For people in Herts, the range of Day Services provided at Grove House offers more specific support in
the form of clinics, therapies, support groups and
Day Hospice sessions. Right from the point of diagnosis, people can use Drop-In sessions to find out
what support is available or just to talk to someone
who understands.
Offering support services for family members and
carers closely involved with a patient is a vital part of
the service. Whether it is advice or reassurance, social support groups or counselling, ensuring
that family members and carers receive the support
they need is essential if patients are to be able to
stay at home.
All care is provided at no cost to patients or their
families. However, Rennie Grove is heavily reliant
on the generosity of the local community to fund
around 85% of its running costs. With the numbers
of people expected to need its care in the coming
years set to rise steeply, this on-going local support
will be vital to help Rennie Grove continue to care
into the future.

Rennie Grove Hospice Care is dedicated to providing
care and support for adults and children diagnosed
with cancer or other life-limiting illness and their families.
Every year it provides care and support for thousands
of patients and families through its unique 24/7 Hospice at Home Service for adults, its Children's Hospice
at Home Service, its Family Support services and a
range of Day Services at Grove House. It offers care to
patients and families in a wide catchment area that
covers parts of Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire. Its
care ethos is all about valuing life and is centred
around the belief that we all matter until the last moment of life.

WORDS OF WISDOM
“The happiest of people don't necessarily have the
best of everything; they just make the most of everything that comes along their way." - Karen S.
Magee
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES UPDATE
More@4
In July we explored the theme of Communion, making bread and grape juice that we then
shared together.
In September we’ll be celebrating Harvest together, finding out why it’s important in church and
giving thanks to God for all his gifts.
In October we’ll be thinking about how all things are possible for God. As usual, there will be
lots of crafts, messy activities, music and food to keep us busy!
Forest Church
In September we’ll be thinking about Harvest and all the gifts God provides in nature. In October we’ll be continuing to worship God through his creation as we explore our natural surroundings.
Children’s Church continues to meet during the main service. Come along and join us for prayers, games, crafts and lots more.
Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet every Sunday apart from the second of the month between 6.007.30pm. As usual we will have games, challenges, discussions and lots of food. We begin again
after our summer break on 16th September.
We will also be continuing our Sunday Morning Youth session on the 2 nd Sunday of the month
during the main service.
Special Services
There will be Family Services on;
Sunday 16th September - Back to Church Sunday
Sunday 30th September - Harvest
Sunday 21st October -

Parade Service

Summer Fun Mornings
During the summer holidays this year we ran some Fun Mornings. These were a great success.
Really well attended from the local community and a brilliant way for us to engage with people we
don’t normally see.

A huge thank you to the amazing team of helpers that made these mornings possible. We could
not have done it without you and you made the mornings run smoothly so they were enjoyable for
all who came.
Happy Birthday
We wish many happy returns to;
Miles on 8th September
Thos on 15th October
Sarah
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At the end of September, we’ll be celebrating our Harvest Festival. Why not have a go at writing an acrostic poem to help us celebrate?
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A PRAYER FOR AUTUMN DAYS
God of the seasons, there is a time for everything; there is a time for dying and a time for rising. We need courage to enter into the transformation process.
God of autumn, the trees are saying goodbye to their green, letting go of what has been. We,
too, have our moments of surrender, with all their insecurity and risk. Help us to let go when
we need to do so.
God of fallen leaves lying in coloured patterns on the ground, our lives have their own patterns. As we see the patterns of our own growth, may we learn from them.
God of misty days and harvest moon nights, there is always the dimension of mystery and
wonder in our lives. We always need to recognize your power-filled presence. May we gain
strength from this.

God of harvest wagons and fields of ripened grain, many gifts of growth lie within the season
of our surrender. We must wait for harvest in faith and hope. Grant us patience when we do
not see the blessings.
God of geese going south for another season, your wisdom enables us to know what needs to
be left behind and what needs to be carried into the future. We yearn for insight and vision.
God of flowers touched with frost and windows wearing white designs, may your love keep
our hearts from growing cold in the empty seasons.
God of life, you believe in us, you enrich us, you entrust us with the freedom to choose life.
For all this, we are grateful.

- Author Unknown
Read more at http://www.beliefnet.com/prayers/new-age/guidance/prayer-for-autumndays.aspx#4LT3OvAczsdTWSod.99
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Morning Worship 10.30am Evening Worship 6.30pm (as stated)
Children’s Church: Meets at the same time as Morning Worship, allowing children to attend
church with their parents.
More@4 and Forest Church: 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month respectively
MORNING
September
2nd

John Hardaker (Holy Communion)

9th

Bob Little

16th

Sarah Green & Worship Group
(Back to Church Family Service)

23rd

Martyn Macphee

30th

Sarah Green & Worship Group
(Harvest)

October
7th

John Steele (Holy Communion)

14th

Ann Jack

21st

Sarah Green & Worship Group
(Parade)

28th

Worship Group
(One World Week)

AFTERNOON/EVENING
30th September

Service for Housebound - 3.00pm- John Hardaker

21st October

Martyn Macphee (Holy Communion)

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King by Sunday 30th September 2018 please.
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