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A WARM WELCOME TO:
Andrew Clark, who joins us as Assistant Minister on 1
September, and to his wife Tracy and children Benjamin, Ceitidh and Liùsaidh. We hope that you will soon
settle in St Albans and be very happy here.
Find out more about Andrew and family in the next edition ( by then you should know them quite well !)

---- AND AN AU REVOIR AND THANK
YOUS FROM :
I want to say a big thank you for the last three and a bit
years. Thank you for inviting me into your Church, your
homes, and your lives. It has been a real privilege to be
part of your journeys, and I have been fortunate that you
have been part of my journey too. As with all journeys
there have been the lows along with the highs, but I
wouldn't have missed it for the world.
I also want to thank you for your send off at the end of
our last Sunday service together. You were very generous with your kind words, the marvellous card - which I
am still reading through, and your gift - most helpful for
us in setting up home together, all very much appreciated.
There is one thing to note, it was after coming to St Albans that I met Alison, which leads me on to my next
thank you.
Thank you for coming to our wedding. It was a very special day, and you all helped to make it so. Thanks to Alun
for conducting a super service, our authorised persons
for making it legal, to Margaret and her playing, the choir
and their singing, the flower guild for their amazing arrangements, the flowers pots by the front doors, those
who helped with getting the Church tidy in advance,
those who helped on the day, and those who helped with
tidying up afterwards. Thank you, thank you, thank you.
Thanks for being there and making it so special. I tried to
talk to everybody, but without success, and there are
some I didn't even see until I looked at the photos afterwards! But you all contributed by being there and adding
to the atmosphere.
Thanks also for the very many cards, and good wishes.
There is, unfortunately, a sad note to end on. I am most
grateful for all your messages of sympathy, following the
death of my father. They were a great support to me, my
brother and sister, and my mother.

LONDON INTER FAITH CENTRE
LOVE AND COMPASSION
What do our sacred scriptures say
about love and compassion?
What does that mean for us in our
everyday lives?
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US IN

TEXTS TO LIVE BY, A SERIES OF
ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSIONS WITH
PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS AND NONE

SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER, 6-7.30pm

125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RG
www.londoninterfaith.org.uk

EXPLORING CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY
Led by Antonia Winn and John-Francis
Friendship at the Church of St Edmund, Lombard
St, City of London
Monday Afternoons(19 Sessions) from 23rd
November ( with gaps for Christmas & Easter).
2.00pm - 4.45pm
We welcome the return of one of our popular courses
at the Centre 'Exploring Christian Spirituality'.
The Course is open to people of all traditions, those of
other faith groups, and any who are interested in exploring the theme of Christian Spirituality.
This Course is intended to be experiential rather than
academic – to complement personal journeys in spiritual development.
Cost - £350 for the full 19 week programme -save £50
by booking before 2nd October.
See www.spiritualitycentre.org for more information

Thank you.
Wishing you all every blessing,
Paul
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COFFEE CLUB CAKE STALL

PRE SERVICE PRAYER TIME

The next cake stall, in aid of the charity, “Count the
Kicks” will be on Sunday 18 October (Parade Sunday).
Please bring your cakes to sell, and money to buy, that
day.

After a short summer break, the pre service prayer gathering on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month will resume in September. Praying together is a powerful and
important part of our worship; doing so outside of the
service allows a wider range and style of prayer to be
explored. We meet in the vestry at 9.45am; do come
along and give it a try .
Dick Nunn & Heather Olsen

THE STROLLERS
To whet the appetite for the autumn to come, here is our
merry band of Homewood and Trinity Strollers on their
walk in July:

CHURCH PHOTOGRAPH ORGANISER REQUIRED
Are you interested in Photography?
Do you like arranging and displaying photos?
Would you be interested organising photos
for church?
If so, please contact Anne Goldsmith at church .
You may have seen photos displayed in the church
foyer showing various church events throughout the
year, or seen photos on the website. This was done
very effectively in the past by Barry Devereux, and we
would like to find a new “someone” who will take photos
at various church events or organise photos sent to him
or her, change the displays from time to time and update an album of past and present photos

ANYONE FOR BADMINTON?

--and here they are again, disappearing into the distance. ( Just as well your editor wasn‟t there; she‟d still
be looking for a way out!)

Friendly ladies badminton club seeks new members of
a moderate standard.
We meet on Tuesdays in term time from 9am-11am in
the church hall.
If you are interested, please contact Heather Olsen on
07949 461267.

AFTERNOON TEA CLUB
Tuesdays - 15 September and 20 October
Back Hall - 3.00pm - All welcome
The next walk is scheduled for 5 September: keep and
ear and eye out for more information - or contact Sue
Gray or Pauline Blacket.
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On Sunday morning 6th September, our new Assistant Minister, Andrew
Clark, and his family, will be welcomed to Homewood Road URC.
Andrew will be leading the service, which will include Holy Communion.
Please come along, and bring a friend!
We look forward to seeing you.
The Elders of Homewood Road URC

A Date for Your Diary

Saturday 3 October 2015
10:00 – 4:00

GO FOR GROWTH
The Focolare Centre for Unity
69 Parkway
Welwyn Garden City
Herts AL8 6JG
£15 (including lunch)
An exciting major ecumenical conference on Church growth, run by Churches Together in Hertfordshire together with
surrounding county ecumenical bodies, touching upon growth in all its dimensions – numerical, spiritual, pastoral,
organizational, missional,
theological and socially transforming – to give glory to God.
Further details and booking on the Go for Growth website: http://www.go4growth.org.uk
.
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Westminster College
Quiet Day
Saturday 31st October 2015
10am - 4pm

——————————
Come and explore a day of prayer and reflection at the College and
find God’s presence here. You will be given some guidance as to
how to make best use of this personal time with God. These days are
open to ministers, elders, members, indeed anyone who wishes to
deepen their spiritual life.
Revd Dr. Ian Randall will be joining us as speaker. Ian is a Baptist Minister and a church historian. He
recently led a URC Spring School and brings a wealth of understanding of the demands of church life
and ministry. He is an experienced Spiritual Director and also a hospital chaplain.
For information and booking form contact Westminster College.
Introductory offer of £33 to include lunch, coffee and tea.
(Normal price will be £43)
If you would like to stay overnight and take the whole weekend to enjoy Cambridge then please
contact the College for rates. The College is right in the heart of the beautiful Cambridge College
area and there are some interesting walks through the city, and alongside the River Cam.
Parking is available on a first come first served basis.
email - admin@westminster.cam.ac.uk
phone - 01223 33 06 33
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STOP LOWERING THE LEVEL OF IMMIGRATION DEBATE, CHURCHES TELL GOVERNMENT
Leaders of four UK Churches have called on the Government to rethink the way it speaks about migrants.
Leaders of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church issued a statement on 14 August about the situation in Calais, emphasising the importance of public
debate being grounded in values of compassion and of decisions being made on the basis of facts.
They called on the Government to adopt language which better reflects the British values of compassion, hospitality
and respect for human dignity and to promote a more informed and higher level of debate.
"The language in which the Calais situation is being discussed tends too often to demonise, denigrate or dehumanise the individuals seeking refuge in Britain. To talk of those gathering at Calais as a 'swarm', or 'marauding around
the area' encourages people to see those in desperation as less than human, and so less deserving of sympathy,
respect or dignity.
"The numbers involved do not warrant talk of an „invasion‟ or „flood‟ of migrants. The people at Calais represent a
tiny fraction of the overall number of migrants who have entered the EU in the past year. In 2014, Germany took
three times more asylum seekers than the UK's 14,000, and Sweden twice as many. France, Italy and Switzerland
also granted asylum to more people than the UK.
"We welcome the affirmation by the Home Secretary that Europe would 'always provide protection for those genuinely fleeing conflict or persecution'. We share the concern of all involved to see a peaceful and humane solution to
this particular expression of a far broader catastrophe."
The Churches have also asked the Government to recognise that most migrants cannot be returned to their country
of origin and to accept the need for the UK to take its share of migrants.

CHURCH LEADERS MARK HIROSHIMA BOMBING: ”NEVER AGAIN”
At an interfaith commemoration service held at the Friend's Meeting House in Central London, religious leaders from
many faiths, including several Christian denominations, gathered to mark the 70th anniversary of the bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
The overriding message of the meeting was clear: 'Never Again'; the British faith leaders called on the international
community to develop a robust plan of action designed to lead to a world that is free of nuclear weapons.
The Revd Sally Foster-Fulton, Convener of the Church of Scotland‟s Church and Society Council said: "The use of
and threat to use nuclear weapons are inherently evil. Security policies based on the threat of the use of nuclear
weapons are immoral and ultimately self-defeating."
Speaking about the 1945 bombings and the lessons to be learned, Ms Francis Brienen, Deputy General Secretary
(Mission) of the United Reformed Church, said: "As we remember the tragedy of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, we remain convinced that the way to address the problems we face as a global community is by building trust
and co-operation, not accumulating and threatening to use nuclear weapons.
"The use of such weapons will always have devastating humanitarian consequences and as such they violate the
principle of dignity we believe all people possess as children of God. The only way we can be sure that nuclear
weapons are never used again is to ensure their complete elimination.
"Many of our churches will be marking this tragic anniversary in some way in their services this weekend and, on this
70th anniversary, we join with people of all faiths and none in calling on political leaders to develop a plan of action
that will free the world of nuclear weapons."
The commemorative service in London is just one of many events around the world where churches are joining with
other faith and civil groups to mark the 70 year anniversary. UK church representatives are attending Japanese
events in both Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Source: URC website
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RETIRING COLLECTIONS
In September , we support Action for
Children, a national charity.
Action for Children works in local communities to protect and support the
young and vulnerable, as they grow up.
The charity exists to make their lives
better: now, tomorrow and every day. For 145 years
they‟ve made growing up safer. They believe in taking
action early to fix problems before a child is overwhelmed by them. They make things happen quickly
and with understanding. They help children at different
stages of their lives. They care about each child and
every family. They treat everyone as an individual and
give people the support they really need. They never
give up.
Their mission is always to be there for the most vulnerable children and young people, helping them break
through injustice, deprivation and inequality, so they
can achieve their full potential.

their homes, schools, play areas and the workplace.
These devices are custom built to meet the specific
mobility and communication needs of individuals and
to improve their quality of life. Devices range from
simple household items to help someone with arthritis through to complex electronic control systems.
Operating at a local level, REMAP‟s 1500 volunteers
design and manufacture special one-off pieces of
equipment for people with disabilities where no suitable commercial product is available. The service is
available to all and no charge is made to the client. Over 3500 jobs are carried out each year on a
total budget of under £200,000. It is estimated that
since the organisation was founded in 1964, over
80,000 jobs have been completed.
REMAP‟s local teams are known as “panels”.
The South Herts panel covers an area encompassing Watford, Elstree, St Albans, Hemel Hempstead
and Tring.

Over the past year the charity has continued to innovate and influence the shaping of services across the
UK, with some of the more innovative new programmes being spearheaded by Scotland. This includes they charity‟s new „theory of change‟ relationship based model for children and young people in
residential care. A proven success in Scotland, this is
now being rolled out to Wales and the rest of the UK.
In England, intensive family support services continue
to help families with complex problems. Research
found that 89% of young people reduced their offending or anti-social behaviour, and that Action for Children services enabled other agencies to avoid costs of
up to £130,471 per family by preventing offending and
children entering care. In the past year, Action for Children have also helped to raise the care leaving age in
England, Scotland and Wales, where governments
have all voted for young people to stay in care until
they are 21. This action supports safe transition to
adulthood

In October we support REMAP (South Herts area).
REMAP is a charity which makes free gadgets, aids
and devices for people both young and old who have
various disabilities.

WANTED- A GARDENER
As many of you know, we have a small but extremely dedicated group of members and friends
who keep the garden areas of the church both tidy
and well planted out. For the past few years, Paul
Dawson has helped with what he modestly referred
to as the “labouring” tasks, and his muscle power
will be much missed. With his going, David Carpenter, for the Business Committee, has been considering with our gardeners how best we best fill that gap
and perhaps extend the remit slightly. Enquiries of a
number of gardening firms have established that
they are looking for weekly/fortnightly contracts,
whereas what we think we want , at least for now, is
someone coming in four to six times a year as required.
So - does anyone know of a gardener who would be
interested in some extra work? Personal introductions/recommendations are always helpful.
If you know of someone who might be able to help,
please speak to David Carpenter. Thank you.

REMAP use the skills of experienced mechanical,
electrical, electronic and computing professionals to
design and makes technical aids, devices and equipment for people of all ages and disabilities to use in
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORK UPDATE

More@4
We've had lots of fun at More@4 over the last few months. We had a great time exploring the
theme of God‟s Kingdom in June; you might have noticed the „Kingdom Tree‟ that we made
which took up residence at the front of church for a while. In July we had an amazing Communion service where we made the wine and bread that we later shared among ourselves. Do join
us for More@4 on the second Sunday of every month for lots more fun.
Children‟s Church
Children‟s Church has had some great sessions in July and August. In July we explored lots of
stories of Jesus performing miracles and in August we found out all about Moses. We continue
to meet every week during the main service so do join us over the next few months for stories,
crafts, activities and lots of fun!
Joint Fun Day at Chiswell Green URC
On 9th August, we joined together with the congregation at Chiswell Green URC to host a fun
day. We had loads of activities all around the theme of „Celebration‟. All those that came
seemed to have a good time and it was great to be with our friends at Chiswell Green, worshipping together and spending time getting to know one another more.
Play and Praise
Play and Praise continues to meet every week, although our numbers have been very low. If
you know anyone that you think might like to come along, please do invite them. We meet
every Tuesday morning at 10.30am for candles, singing, dancing, stories and prayers. If anyone is interested in coming along to help out then please do get in touch with me.
Youth Group
In June our new Youth Group started. In total we‟ve had four children come along and join us
which is great. We‟ve played some brilliant games and had some really interesting discussions.
We‟re having a break over the summer but we‟ll be starting back again in September so watch
out for more details. We‟ll continue to meet between 6-7.30pm. Please do pray for this venture.
If anybody thinks they might like to be involved with this please do let me know. Offers of help
are always appreciated!
Happy Birthday
We wish many happy returns to;
Miles Osei on 8th September
Thos Osei on 15th October
Sarah Green
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION and THANKSGIVING

Lord God, your love for humankind
present in the beginning of all things,
extends throughout history
and touches even my life.
Your love sees failings
and forgives.
Your love feels pain
and wipes away our tears.
Your love knows grief
and comforts the sorrowful.
Your love sees sin
and still loves the sinner.
Forgive us when we fail to live
lives that reflect your love.
Forgive us the many times
when we take for granted
all that you have done for us.
Transform us, through your Spirit,
and empower us to serve you,
this day and all days
Amen

The blessed in your eyes
are not those who have everything
but those who have nothing.
Not the rich in earning
but the rich in spending
who give their all for you.
Your ordinary saints
being your hands,
feet and words
in their ordinary lives,
doing extraordinary things for you.
The blessed in your eyes
are not those who desire honour,
but those who merely seek to serve.
Thank you for the servants in your kingdom.

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Thanksgiving.htm#ixzz3jMjYAx1R
Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @faithandworship on Twitter | faithandworship on Facebook
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CALENDAR

10.30am

6.30 pm
(unless shown otherwise)
SEPTEMBER

6th

Andrew Clark HC

No Service

13th

Stephen de Silva

Andrew Clark

20th

Andrew Clark

Major Judith Hilditch

Sat 26th

Jumble Sale (pm)

27th

Sarah G, Andrew C+ team

Elders

Back to Church Family Service

OCTOBER
4th

Andrew Clark HC

3pm

Service for Housebound

Harvest

Andrew Clark

11th

Rev‟d Ann Jack

Andrew Clark

18th

Sarah G, Andrew C+ team

Andrew Clark HC

Parade

25th

Martyn Macphee

Mike Findley
Mini series 1

HC = Holy Communion

Copy for next edition of HH to Lesley King (see details overleaf) by Sunday 27 Sept 2015, please
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